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ruler over all earthly things — After our likeness, let him 
have dominion over the beasts, fowl, fish, etc. (Gen. i : 26.) 
Moses tells us (Gen. 1:31) that God recognized the man 
whom he had made — not merely commenced to make, but 
completed — and God considered his creature " very good," 
that is, perfedl ; for in God's sight nothing short of per- 
fedlion is very good, in his intelligent creatures. 

The perfedlion of man, as created, is expressed in Psa. 
8 : 5-S : " Thou h.'ist made him a little lower than the an- 
gels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor. Thou 
madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; 
thou hast put all things under his feet ; all sheep and oxen, 
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yea, the beasts of the field, the fowl of the air and the fish 
of the sea. ' ' It has been suggested by some who would 
make the Bible confoim to a theory of evolution, that the 
statement, f'a little," in Heb. 2:7, might be imdeistood 
to mean a little while lower, and not a little degree lower 
than the angels. There is, however, neither authority nor 
reason for such an interpretation. This is a quotation from 
Psa 8:5, and a critical comparison of the Hebrew and 
Greek texts can leave no doubt as to the imixirt. The 
idea, clearly expressed, is a little lower in degree than angels, 
David, in the psalm, refers to man in his original estate, 
and prophetically intimates that God has not abandoned 
his original plan to have man in his own image and the 
king of earth, and that he will remember him, redeem him 
and restore him to the same again. The Apostle (Heb. 
2 : 7) calls attention to the same fadl — that God's original 
purpose has not been abandoned ; that man, originally 
grand and perfeft, the king of earth, i& to be remem- 
bered, and visited, and restored. He then adds. We see 
not this promised restitution yet, but we do see the first step 
God is taking toward its accomplishment. We see Jesus 
crowned with this glory and honor of perfe<5t manhood, 
that he, as a fitting ransom or substitute might by God's 
favor taste death for every man, and thus prepare the way 
for the restitution of man to all that was lost. B.otherham, 
one of the most scrupulous translators, renders this passage 
as follows ; — 

" What is nioD, tliat thou rememberest him; 
Or man's son, that thou vijsitest bim? 
Thou madest him Uss somt lUile than messengera: 
Wjib glory and honor thou crownedsl him. 
And didst appoint him over the works of thy hiinds." 

Nor should it be inferred that a little lower in degree 
means a little less perfefl. A creature may be perfedt, yet 
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on a lower plane of being than another ; thus, a perfeft 
horse would be lower than a perfedl man, etc. There are 
various natures, animate and inanimate. To illustrate, we 
arrange the following table : • 



Grades of 

Heavenly or 

Spiritual Beisc. 


Grades of 

Earthly or 


Grades 
in the Veg- 
etable Domain. 


Grades 
in the Min- 
eral DODUUB. 


Divine. 


Human. 
Brute. 
FowL 
Fish. 


Trees. 

Shrubs. 

Grasses. 

Mosses. 


Gold. 

Silver. 




G^)per. 
Iron. 


Angelic. 



Each of the minerals mentioned may be pure, yet gold 
ranks the highest. Though each of the orders of plants should 
be brought to perfedlion, they would still differ in nature 
and rank. Likewise with animals : if each species should 
be brought to perfedlion, there would still be variety; for 
perfe<Sing a nature does not change a nature.* The grades 
of spiritual being, also, though perfe<S, stand related to 
each other as higher and lower in nature or kind. The di- 
vine nature is the highest and the superior of all spiritual 
natures. Christ at his resurredlion was made "so mtuh 
better" than perfedl angels as the divine is superior to the 
angelic nature. — Heb. i : 3-5. 

Note carefully that while the classes named in the above 
table are distindl and separate, yet a comparison between 
them may be instituted, thus : The highest grade of min- 
eral is inferior to, or a little lower than, the lowest grade of 
vegetable, because in vegetation there is life. So the high- 

* The word naim-e is sometimes used in an accommodated sense, as, for 
instance, wbcn it is said that a dog has a savage nature, or that a horse 
has a gtnUf naiure, at is bad Matured. But in using the word thus 4t 
sign i lies mcrtly iLn disposition of the one described as compared with 
othas, and docti not, stri(5Uy speaking, relate to (lature. 
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est grade of vegetable is a little lower than the lowest grade 
of aaimal life, because animal life, even \a its lowest forms, 
has intelligence enough to be conscious of existence. Like- 
wise man, though the highest of animal or earthly beings, 
is " a little lower than the angels," because angels are spir- 
itual oT heavenly beings. 

There is a wonderful contrast between man as we now 
•ee him, degraded by sin, and the perfedl man tiiat God 
made in his image. Sin has gradually changed his features, 
as well as his chanu^er. Multiplied generations, by igno- 
rance, licentiousness and general depravity, have so blurred 
and marred humanity that in the large majority of the race 
the likeness of God is almost obliterated. The moral and 
intelleftual qualities are dwarfed ; and the animal instincts, 
unduly developed, are no longer balanced by the iiigh». 
Man has lost physical strength to such an extent that, with 
all the aid of medical science, his average length of life is 
now about thirty years, whereas at first he survived nine 
hundred andthirtyyeaisunderthe same penalty. But though 
thus defiled and degraded by sin and its penalty, death, 
working in him, man is to be restored to his original per- 
feflion of mind and body, and to glory, honor and domin- 
ion, during and by the Millennial reign of Christ. The 
things to be restored by and through Christ are those things 
which were lost through Adam's transgression. (Rom. 
5 : i8, 19,) Man did not lose a heavenly but an earthly par- 
adise. Under the death penalty, he did not lose a spiritual 
but a human existence ; and aU that was lost was purchased 
back by his Redeemer, who declared that he came to seek 
and to save that which was lost. — Luke 19 : 10. 

In addition to the above, we have proof that the perfect 
man is not a spiritual being. We are told that our Lord, 
before he left his glory to become a man, was " in a 
fcrra of God" — a spiritual form, a spirit being ; but since 
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to be a ransom for mankind he had to be a man, of 
the same nature as the sinner whose substitute in death he 
was to become, it was necessary that his nature be changed. 
And Paul tells us that he took not the nature of angels, one 
step lower than his own, but that he came down two steps 
and took the nature of men — he became a man ; he was 
"made flesh." — Heb. 2:16; Phil. 2 : 7, 8 ; John i : 14. 

Notice that this teaches not only that angelic nature is 
not the only order of spirit being, but that it is a lower 
nature than that of our Lord before he became a man ; and" 
he was not then so high as he is now, for " God hath highly 
exalted him," because of his obedience in becoming man's 
willing ransom. (Phil. 2 : 8, 9.) He is now of the highest 
order of spirit being, a partaker of the divine (Jehovah's) 
nature. 

But not only do we thus find proof that the divme, an- 
gelic and human natures are separate and distinct, but this 
proves that to be a perfect man is not to be an angel, any 
more than the perfection of angelic nature implies that angels 
are divine and equal with Jehovah ; for Jesus took not the na- 
ture of angels, but a different nature — the nature of men ; not 
the imperfedl human nature as we now possess it, but the 
perfect human nature. He became a man ; not a depraved 
and nearly dead being snch as men are now, but a man in 
the full vigor of perfe6lion. 

Again, Jesus must have been a perfe6l man else he could 
not have kept a perfedl law, which is the full measure of a 
perfect mati s ability. And he must have been a perfedl 
man else he could not have given a ransom (a corresf>Ond- 
ing price — i Tim. a : 6) for the forfeited life of the per- 
fect man Adam ; " For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the' dead." (i Cor. 15 : 21.) 
Had he been iii the least degree imperfedt, it would have 
proved that he was under condemnation, and therefore he 
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could not have been an acceptable sacrifice ; neither could 
he have kept perfectly the law of God, A perfefl man was 
tried, and failed, and was condemned ; and only a perfeft 
man could give the corresponding price as the Redeemer. 

Now we have the question fairly before us in another 
form, viz.: If Jesus in the flesh was a perfedt man, as the 
Scriptures thus show, does it not prove that a perfeft man 
is a human, fleshly being — not an angel, but a little lower 
than the angels? The logical conclusion is unmistakable; 
and in addition we have the inspired statement of thePsalm- 
ist (Psa. 8 : 5-8) and Paul's reference to it in Heb. 2:7-9. 

Neither was Jesus a combination of the two natures, hu- 
man and spiritual. The blending of two natures produces 
neither the one nor the other, but an imperfe<£t, hybrid 
thing, which is obnoxious to the divine arrangement. 
When Jesus was in the flesh he was a perfe<^ human being ; 
previous to that time he was a perfe<5l spiritual being ; and 
since his resurreftion he is a perfedt spiritual being of the 
highest or divine order. It was not until the time of his 
consecration even unto death, as typified in his baptism — 
at thirty years of age (manhood, according to the Law, and 
therefore the right time to consecrate himself as a man) — 
that he received the earnest of his inheritance of the divine 
nature. (Matt. 3 : 16, 17.) The human nature had to be eon- 
secrated to death before he could receive even the pledge of 
the divine nature. And not until that consecration was 
aftually carried out and he had aftually sacrificed the human 
nature, even unto death, did our Lord Jesus become a full 
partaker of the divine nature. After becoming a man he 
became obedient unto death ; wherefore. Clod hath highly 
exalted him to the divine nature. (Phil. 2 : S, 9.) If this 
Scripture is true, it follows that he was not exalted to the 
divine nature until the human nature was aftually sacrificed 
— dead. 
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Thus we see that in Jesus there was no mixture of nft- 
turts, but that twice he experienced a change of nature ; 
jiist, from spiritual to human ; afterward, from human to 
the highest order of spiritual nature, the divise ; and in 
each case tlie one was given up for the other. 

In this grand example of perfect humanity, which stood 
unblemished before the world until sacrificed for the world's 
redemption, we see the perfection from which our race fell 
in Adam, and to which it is to be restored. In becoming 
man's ransom, our Lord Jesus gave the equivalent for that 
which man lostj and therefore all mankind may receive 
again, through faith in Christ, and obedience to his require- 
ments, not a spiritual, but a glorious, perfect kuman nature 
— "that which was lost." 

The perfe<5t faculties and powers of the perfeS human 
being may be exercised indefinitely, and upon new and 
varied objeifls of interest, and knowledge and skill may be 
vastly increased ; but no such increase of knowledge or 
power will effeft a change of nature, or make it more than 
perfedt. It will be only the expanding and developing of 
the perfe(5i human powers. Increase of knowledge and 
skill will doubtless be man's blessed privilege to all eter- 
nity ; yet he will still be man, and will be merely learning 
to use more fully the powers of human nature already pos- 
sessed. Beyond its wide limits he cannot hope, nor will he 
desire, to advance, his desires being limited to the scope of 
his powers. 

While Jesus as a pian was an illustration of perfeft 
human nature, to which the mass of mankind will be 
restored, yet since his resurre*5lion he is the illustration of 
the glorious divine nature which the overcoming Churdi 
will, at resurreftion, share with him. 

Because the present age is devoted mainly to the develops- 
inent of this class which is offered a change of nature, and be>' 
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cause the apostolic epistles are devoted to the instruction of 
this "little flock," it should not be inferred that God'a 
plans end with the completion of this chosen company. 
Nor, on ihe other hand, should we go to the opposite ex- 
treme, and suppose that the special promises of the divine 
nature, spiritual bodies, etc., made to these, are God's de- 
sign for all mankind. To these are the " exceeding great 
and precious promises," over and above the other precious 
promises made to all mankind. To rightly divide the word 
of truth, we should observe that the Scriptures recognize 
the perfection of the divine nature in the "little flock," 
and the perfeAion of the human nature in the restored 
world, as two separate things. 

Let us now inquire more particularly, What are spirit be- 
ings ? what powers are theirs ? and by what laws are they 
governed ? Many seem to think, because they do not un- 
derstand the nature of a spirit being, that it must be a mere 
myth, and on this subjeift much superstition prevails. But 
Piul does not appear to have such an idea. Though he 
intimates that a human being is incapable of understanding 
the higher, spiritual nature (i Cor. 2 : 14), yet he plainly 
States, as if to guard against any mythical or superstitious 
notions, that there is a spiritual body, as well as a natural 
(human) body, a celestial as well as a terrestrial, and a glory 
of the earthly as well as of the heavenly. The glory of 
the earthly, as we have seen, was lost by the first Adam's 
sin, and is to be restored to the race by the Lord Jesus and 
his Bride (the Christ, Head and body) during the Millen- 
nial reign. The glory of the heavenly is as yet unseen ex- 
cept as revealed to the eye of faith by the Spirit through 
the Word. These glories are distint^ and separate, (i Cor. 
15 : 38-49.) We know to some extent what the natural, 
earthly, terrestrial body is, for we now have such, though 
we can only approximately estimate the glory of its perfec- 
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tion. It is flesh, blood and bones; for "that which is 
born of the flesh is flesh. ' ' And since they are two distindl 
kinds of bodies, we know that the spiritual, whatever it 
may be, is not composed of flesh, blood and bones : it is 
heavenly, celestial, spiritual — "That which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit." But what a spirit body is; we know not, 
for " It doth not yet appear what we shall be ; but ... we 
shall be like him" — like our Lord Jesus. — John 3: 6; 
I John 3 : 2. 

We have no record of any being, either spiritual or hu- 
man, ever having been changed from one nature to another, 
except the Son of God ; and this was an exceptional case, 
for an exceptional purpose. When God made angels he 
doubtless intended them to remain angels forever, and so 
with men, each being perfedl on his own plane. At least 
the Scriptures give no intimation of any different purpose. 
As in the inanimate creation there is a pleasing and almost 
endless variety, so in the living and intelligent creation 
the same variety in pcrfedlion is possible. Every creature 
in its perfedlion is glorious ; but, as Paul says, the glory of 
the celestial (heavenly) is one kind of glory, and the glory 
of the terrestrial (earthly) is another and a different glory. 

By examining the fadls recorded of our Lord Jesus after 
his resurredlion, and of angels, who are also spirit beings, 
thus "comparing spiritual things with spiritual " (i Cor. 
a: 13), we may gain some general information with regard 
to spirit beings. First, then, angels can be and frequently 
are present, yet invisible. "The angel of the Lord en- 
campeth round about them that fear him;" and "Are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them 
who shall l;e heirs of salvation ?" (Psa. 34 : 7 ; Heb. 1:14.) 
Have they Qiinistered visibly or invisibly? Undoubtedly 
the latter. Elisha was surrounded by a host of Assyrians ; 
his servant was fearful : Elisha prayed to the Lord, and the 
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young man's eyes were opened, and he saw the mountains 
round about them full of chariots of fire and horsemen 
of fire (or like fire). Again, while to Balaam the angel was 
Invisible, the ass, his eyes being opened, saw him. 

Secondly, angels can assume human bodies and appear at 
men. The Lord and two angels so appeared to Abraham, 
who had a supper prepared for them, of which they ate. At 
first Abraham supposed them to be three men, and it was not 
nntil they were about to go that he discovered one of them 
to be the Lord, and the other two, angeb, who afterward 
went down to Sodom and delivered Lot. (Gen. 18: i, 2.) 
An angel appeared to Gideon as a man, but afterward made 
himself known. An angel appeared to the father and 
mother of Samson, and they thought him a man until he 
ascended up to heaven in the flame of the altar, — Judges 
6: 11—22 ; 13 r 20. 

Thirdly, spirit beings are glorious in their normal con- 
dition, and are frequently referred to as glorious and bright. 
The countenance of the angel who rolled away the stone 
from the door of the sepulchre was "as the lightning." 
Daniel caught a glimpse of a spiritual body, which he de- 
scribed, saying. His eyes wereas lamps of fire, his counte- 
nance as the lightning, his arms and feet like in color to 
polished brass, and his voice as the voice of a multitude. 
Before him Daniel fellas a dead man. (Dan. lo: 6, 10, 15, 
17.) Saul of Tarsus caught a similar glimpse of Christ's 
glorious body shining above the brightness of the sun at 
noonday. Saul lost his sight and fell to the ground. 

Thus far we have found spirit beings truly gloriotis; 
yet, except by the opening of men's eyes to see them, or 
by their appearii^ infiesk as men, they are invisible to men. 
This conclusion is further confirmed when we examine the 
particular details of these manifestations. The Lord was 
seen of &iul alone, the men traveling with him hearing the 
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voice, but seeing no one. (Adls 9 : 7.) The men that were 
with Daniel did not see the glorious being he describes, but 
a great fear fell on them, and they ran and hid themselves. 
Again, this glorious being declared, "The prince of the 
kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days." 
(Dan. 10: 13.) Did Daniel, the man greatly beloved of the 
Lord, fall as dead before this one whom Persia's prince with- 
stood one and twenty days ? How is this ? Surely he did 
not appear in glory to the prince ! No ; either he was /"«- 
visibly present with him, or else he appeared as a man. 

Our Lord, since his resurre<Sion, is a spirit being ; conse- 
quently the same powers which we find illustrated in angels 
(spiritual beings) should also be possessed by him. And 
such is the case, as we shall see more fully in a succeeding 
chapter. 

Thus we find that the Scriptures regard the spiritual and 
the human natures as separate and distindl, and furnish no 
evidence that the one will evolve or develop into the other; 
but, on the contrary, they do show that only a few will ever 
be changed from the human to the divine nature, to which 
Jesus, their head, has already been exalted. And this re- 
markable and special feature in Jehovah's plan is for the 
remarkable and special purpose of preparing these as God's 
agents for the great future work of restoring all things. 

Let us now examine the terms 

MORTALITY AND IMMORTALITY. 

We shall find their true significance in exa<51: harmony 
with what we have learned from our comparison of Bible 
statements concerning human and spiritual beings, and 
earthly and heavenly promises. These words are usually- 
given very uncertain meanings, and wrong ideas of their 
meanings produce erroneous views of subjedls with which 
they stand cooact^ed; in general and in Scripture usage. 
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*' Mortality^' signifies a state or condition of UabiUty ta 
death; not a condition of death, but a condition in which 
death is a possibility. 

"Immortality^' signifies a state or condition fwt Habit to 
death; not merely a condition of freedom from death, but 
n condition in which death is an ifnpossibility. 

The common but erroneous idea of mcrtalily is, a st^e 
or condition in which death is unavoidable, white the com- 
mon idea of the significance of immortality is more neaily 
correft. 

The word immortal signifies not mortal; hence the very 
constni<5lion of the words indicates their true definitions. 
It is because of the prevalence of a wrong idea of the word 
mortal that so many are confused when trying to deter- 
mine whether Adam was mortal or immortal before his trans- 
gression. They reason that if he had been immortal God 
would not have said, " In the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die;" because it is impossible for an 
immortal being to die. This is a logical conclusion. On 
the other hand, say they. Had he been mortal, wherein 
could have consisted the threat or penalty of the statement, 
*'Thon shalt surely die ;' ' since if mortal (according to their 
erroneous definition) he could not have avoided death any- 
iow? 

The difficulty, it will be perceived, is in the false mean- 
ing given to the word mortality. Apply the correct defini- 
tion, and all is clear. Adam was mortal — that is, in a con- 
dition in which death was a possibility. He had life in fijll 
and perfefl measure, yet not inherent life. His was a life 
sustained'by "every tree of the garden " save the one tree 
forbidden ; and so long as he continued in obedience to 
and in harmony with his Maker, his life was secure — the 
sustaining elements would not be denied. Thus seen, Adam 
had life; and death was entirely avoidable, yet he was in 
17 
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Bach a condition that death was possible — he was mortal. 

The question arises, then. If Adam was mortal and on 
trial, was he on trial for immortaUty ? The general answer 
would be. Yes. We answer, No. His trial was to see whether 
he was worthy or unworthy of a continuance of the life and 
blessings already possessed. Since it was nowhere prom- 
ised that if obedient he would become immortal, we are 
bound to leave all such speculations out of the question. 
He was promised a eontinuame of the blessings then enjt^ed 
so long as obedient, and threatened with the loss of all — 
death — if disobedient. It is the false idea of the meaning 
of the word mortal that leads people in general to con- 
clude that all beings who do not die, are immortal. In 
this class they therefore include our heavenly Father, our 
Lord Jesus, the angels and all mankind. This, however, 
is an error : the great mass of mankind saved from the 
fall, as well as the angels of heaven, will always he 
mortal; though in a condition of perfedlion and bliss, 
they will always be of that mortal nature which could 
suffer death, the wages of sin, if they would commit sin. 
The security of their existence will be conditioned, as it 
was with Adam, upon obedience to the all-wiee God, whose 
justice, love and wisdom, and whose power to cause aU 
things to work together for good to those who love and serve 
him, will have been fully demonstrated by his dealings with 
sin in the present time. 

Nowhere in the Scriptures is it stated that angels are im- 
mortal, nor that mankind restored will be immortal. On 
the contrary, immortality is ascribed only to the divine na- 
ture — originally to Jehovah only j subsequently to our Lord 
Jesus in his present highly exalted condition ; and finally 
by promise to the Church, the body of Christ, when glori- 
fied with him. — i Tim. 6 ; i6 ; John 5 : 26 ^ ^ Pet. 1:4; 
I Cor. 15 : S3, 54- 



Naturei DhtifUt. %ll 

Not only have we evidence that immortality pertains only 
to the divine nature, but we have proof that angels are mor- 
tal, in the . ia<S that Satan, who was once a chief of their 
number, is to be destroyed. (Heb. 2 : 14,) The fadt that he 
can be destroyed proves that angels as a class are mortal. 

This considered, we see that when incorrigible sinners are 
blotted out, both immortal and mortal beings will live for- 
ever in joy and happiness and love — the first class possess- 
ing a nature incapable of death, having inherent life — life 
in themselves (John 5 : 26); and the latter having a nature 
susceptible to death, yet, because of perfection of being 
and knowledge of the evil and sinfulness of sin, giving no 
cause for death. They, being approved of God's law, shall 
be everlastingly supplied with those elements necessary to 
sustain them in perfection, and shall never die. 

The proper recognition of the ineaning of the terms 
mortal and immortal, and of their use in the Scriptures, de- 
stroys the very foundation of the do(5lrine of eternal tor- 
ment. It is based upon the un scriptural theory that God 
created man immortal, that he cannot cease to exist, and that 
■ God cannot destroy him ; hence the argument is that the 
incorrigible must live on somewhere and somehow, and the 
conclusion is that since they are out of harmony with God 
their eternity must be one of misery. But God's Word as- 
sures us that he has provided against such a perpetuation o£ 
sin and sinners : that man is mortal, and that the full pen- 
alty of wilful sin against full light and knowledge will not 
be a life in torment, but a second death. " The soul that 
einneth, it shall die." 

"WHO ART THOU THAT REPLIEST AGAINST GOD?" 
ROM. 9 : 20. 

It is the mistaken idea of some that justice requires that 
God should make jao difference in the bestowment of his 
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favors among Ms creatures ; that if he exalts one t-o a high, 
position, ift justice he must do the same for all, unless it 
can be shown that some have forfeited their rights, in which 
case such might justly be assigned to a lower position. 

If this principle be a corre^ one, it would show that God 
had no right to create Jesus higher than the angels, and then 
further to exalt him to the divine nature, unless he intended, 
to do the same for all the angels and for all men. And to 
carry the principle still further, if some men are to be highly 
eicalted and made partakers of the divine nature, all men must 
eventually be elevated to the same position. And why not 
carry the principle to its extreme limit, and apply the same 
law of progression to the brute and insert creation, and say 
that since they are all God's creatures they must all event- 
ually attain to the very highest plane of existence — the di- 
vine nature ? This is a manifest absurdity, but as reasona- 
ble as any other dedu<5tion from this assumed principle. 

Perhaps none would be inclined to carry the erroneous 
assumption so far. Yet if it were a principle founded in 
simple justice, where could it stop short and still be just ? 
And if such were indeed the plan of God, where would be 
the pleasing variety in all his works? But such is not 
God's plan. All nature, both animate and inanimate, ex> 
hibits the glory and diversity of divine power and wisdom. 
And as "the heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament showeth his handiwork ' ' in wonderful variety 
and beauty, much more shall his intelligent creation exhibit 
in variety the superior glory of his power. We so con- 
clude — from the express teaching of the Word of God, from, 
reason and from the analogies of nature. 

It is very important that we have right ideas of justice. 
A. favor should never be esteemed as a justly merited recom- 
pense. An aft of simple justice is no occasion for special 
gratitude, nor is it any proof of love^ but God commend- 
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eth his great love to his creatures, in an endless train of 
unmerited favors, which should call forth their love aod 
praise in return. 

God had a right, if he chose, to make us merely the crea- 
tures of a brief space of time, even if we had never sinned. 
Thus he has made some of his lower crratures. He might 
have permitted us to enjoy his blessings for a season, and 
then, without injustice, might have blotted us all out of exist- 
ence. In fa£i, even so brief an existence would be a fsivor. 
It is only of his favor that we have an existence at all. How 
much greater favor is the redemption of the existence once 
forfeited by sin ! And further, it is of God's favor that we 
are men and not brasts ; it is purely of God's favor that 
angels are by nature a little higher than men ; and it is also of 
God's favor that the Lord Jesus and his bride become partak- 
ers of the divine nature. It becomes all his intelligent crea- 
tures, therefore, to receive with gratitude whatever God be- 
stows. Any other spirit justly merits condemnation, and, 
if indulged, will end in abasement and destru<5Hon. A 
man has no right to aspire to be an angel, never having been 
invited to that position ; nor has an angel any right to aspire 
to the divine nature, that never having been offered to him. 

It was the aspiration of Satan's pride which brought his 
abasement, and will end in his destru<Stton. (Isa. r4: 14.) 
" Whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased j and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted " (Luke 14: ri), but not 
necessarily to the highest position. 

Partly from false ideas of justice, and partly from other 
causes, the subject of election as taught in the Scriptures 
has been the occasion of much dispute and misunderstand- 
ing. That the Scriptures teach ele«5lion few would deny, 
but on just what principle the eIe<ftion or seIe<5lion is based ' 
is a matter of considerable difference of opinion, some claim- 
ing that it is an arbitrary, unconditional elei^ion, and others 
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that it is conditional. There is a measure of truth, we be> 
lieve, in both of these views. An election on God's part 
is the expression of his choice for a certain purpose, office 
or condition. God has elefled or chosen that some of his 
creatures should be angels, that some should be men, that 
some should be beasts, birds, insets, etc. , and that some 
should be of his own divine nature. And though God se- 
leiSs according to certain conditions all who will be admit- 
ted to the divine nature, yet it cannot be said that these 
more than others merit it j for it is purely of favor that any 
creature has existence on any plane. 

"So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that showeth mercy ' ' — ^kindness or 
favor. (Rom. 91 i6.) It is not because the chosen ones 
were better than others, that God gave them the invi- 
tation to the divine nature, for he passed by the angels 
who had not sinned and called some of the redeemed sin- 
ners to divine honors. God has a right to do as he pleases 
with his own ; and he choose to exercise this right for the 
accomplishment of his plans. Since, then, all we have is 
of divine favor, " Who art thou, O man, that repliest against 
God ? Shall the thing formed say unto him who formed it, 
Why hast thou made me thus ? Hath not the potter power 
over the clay, to make one vessel unto honor and another 
unto dishonor" — or less honor? (Rom. 9:20,21.) All 
were created by the same divine power — some to have higher 
nature and greater honor, and some to have lower natuie 
and less honor. 

" Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, his [man'sj 
maker; Ask me of things to come. Concerning my chil- 
dren, and concerning the work of my hands, command ye 
me ? I have made the earth, and created man upon it ; I, 
even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all 
their host have I commanded." " Thus saith the Lord that 
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created the heavens, God himself that fonned the earth and 
made it ; he hath estahlished it, he created it not in vain, 
he formed it to be inhabited : I am the Lord, and there b 
none else." (Isa. 45 : 11, 12, 18.) None have a right to 
dictate to God. If he established the earth, and if he 
formed it not in vain, but made it t* be inhabited by re- 
stored, perfect men, who are we that we should reply against 
God, and say that it is unjust not to change their nature 
and make them all partakers of a spiritual nature either like 
unto the angels, or like unto his own divine nature ? How 
much more becoming to come humbly to God's Word and 
to "Ask " concerning things to come, than to "command" 
or to assert that he must carry out our ideas ? Lord, keep 
back thy servants from presumptuous sins ; let them not have 
dominion over ns. None of God's children, we believe, 
would knowingly diftate to the Lord j yet how easily and 
almost unconsciously many fall into this error. 

The human race are God's children by creation — the 
work of his hands — and his plan with reference to them 
is clearly revealed in his Word, Paul says that the first 
man (who was a sample of what the race will be when per- 
fect) was of the earth, earthy ; and his posterity, with the 
exception of the Gospel Church, will in the resurreftion 
ftill be earthy, human, adapted to the earth, (i Cor. 15 : 
38, 44.) David declares that man was made only a little 
lower than the angels, and crowned with glory, honor, 
dominion, etc. (Psa, 8 : 4-8.) And Peter, our Lord, and 
all the prophets since the world began, declare that the hu- 
man race is to be restored to that glorious perfe<Sion, and 
is again to have dominion over earth, as its representative, 
Adam, had. — Afls 3; 19-31. 

It is this portion that God has ele^ed to give to the human 
race. And what a glorious portion ! Close your eyes for a 
moment to the scenes of misery and woe, degradation and 
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sorrow that yet prevail on account of sin, and pidture before 
your mental vision the glory of the perfedt earth. Not a 
stain of sin mars the harmony and peace of a p)erfe6t soci- 
ety ; not a bitter thought, not an unkind look or word ; 
love, welling up from every heart, meets a kindred response 
in every other heart, and benevolence marks every act. 
There sickness shall be no more ; not an ache nor a pain, 
nor any evidence of decay — not even the fear of such things. 
Think of all the pitStures of comparative health and beauty 
of human form and feature that you have ever seen, and 
know that perfedl humanity will be of still surpassing love- 
liness. The inward purity and mental and moral perfection 
will stamp and glorify every radiant countenance. Such 
will earth's society be j and weeping bereaved ones will have 
their tears all wijjed away, when thus they realize the resur- 
redtion work complete. — Rev. 21:4. 

And this is the change in human society only. We call 
to mind also that the earth, which was "made to be inhab- 
ited" by such a race of beings, is to be a fit and pleasing 
abode for them, as represented in the Edenic paradise, in 
which the representative man was at first placed. Paradise 
shall be restored. The earth shall no more bring forth 
thorns and briers, and require the sweat of man's face to 
yield his bread, but "the earth shall [easily and naturally] 
yield her increase." "The desert shall blossom as the 
rosej" the lower animal creation will be perfe<5l, willing 
and obedient servants ; nature with all its pleasing variety 
will call to man from every diredtion to seek and know 
the glory and power and love of God ; and mind and heart 
will rejoice in him. The restless desire for something new, 
that now prevails, is not a natural but an abnormal condi- 
tion, due to our imperfedtion, and to our present unsatis- 
factory surroundings. It is not God-like restlessly to crave 
iiOinething new. Most things are old to God ; and he re- 
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joices most in those things which are old and perfe<Sl. So 
will it be with man when restored to the image of God. 
The perfieft man will not know or appreciate fully, and 
hence will not prefer, the glory of spiritual being, because 
of a difTeient nature, just as fishes and birds, for the same 
reason, prefer and enjoy each their own nature and element 
most. Man will be so absorbed and enraptured with the 
glory that surrounds him on the human plane that he will 
have no aspiiation to, nor preference for, another nature or 
other conditions than those possessed. A glance at the 
present experience of the Church will illustrate this. ' ' How 
hardly," with what difficulty, shall those who are rich in 
this world's goods enter into the kingdom of God. The 
few good things possessed, even under the present reign of 
evil and death, so captivate the human nature that we need 
special help from God to keep our eye and purpose fixed on 
the spiritual promise. 

That the Christian Church, the body of Christ, is an ex- 
ception to God's general plan for mankind, is evident firom 
the Stat «nent that itsseleiftion was determined in the divine 
plan before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4, 5), at 
which time God not only foresaw the lall of the race into 
sin, but also predetermined the justification, the san<Stifica- 
tion and the glorification of this class, which, during the 
Gospel age, he has been calling out of the world to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, to be partakers of the 
divine nature and to be fellow-heirs with Christ Jesus of the 
Millennial Kingdom for the establishment of universal 
righteousness and peace. — Rom. 8 : 28-31. 

This shows that the elediion or choice of the Church was 
a predetermined thing on God's part ; but mark, it is not 
an unconditional elet^ion of the individual members of the 
Church. Before the foundation of the world God deter- 
mined that such a company should be sele^ed for such a pur- 
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pose within a specific time — the Gospel age. While we can- 
not doubt that God could have foreseen the action of each 
individual member of the Church, and could have fore- 
known just who would be worthy and therefore constitute 
members of that "little flock," yet this is not the way in 
which God's Word presents the dodlrine of eleftion. It 
was not the thought of an individual predestination which 
the apostles sought to inculcate, but that a class was prede- 
termined in God's purpose to fill the honorable position, 
the selection of which would be upon conditions of severe 
trials of feith and obedience and the sacrifice of earthly 
privileges, etc., even unto death. Thus by an individual 
trial, and by individually "overcoming," the individual 
members of the Redetermined class are being chosen or ac- 
cepted into all the blessings and benefits predetermined of 
God for this class. 

The word "glorified" in Rom. 8; 30, from the Greek 
doxazo, signifies honored. The position to which the Church 
is ele6ted is one of great honor. No man could think of 
aspiring to so great an honor. Even our Lord Jesus was first 
invited before he aspired to it, as we read : "So also Christ 
glorified \doxazo — honored] not himself to be made an 
High Priest, but he that said unto him, ' Thou art my Son, 
to-day have I begotten thee.' '* The heavenly Father thus 
honored our Lord Jesus ; and all of the eledl body who are 
to be joint-heirs with him will be thus honored by Jeho- 
vah's &vor. The Church, like its Head, experiences a be- 
ginning of the "honor" when begotten of God to spirit- 
ual nature through the word of truth (James r : 18), and 
will be fully ushered into the honor when bom of the Spirit, 
spiritual beings — in the image of the glorified Head. Those 
whom God would thus honor must be perfeft and pure ; 
and since we were by inheritance sinners, he not only called 
or invited us to the honor, but also provided justification 
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from sin through the death of his Son, to enable us to re- 
ceive the honor to which he calls us. 

In selei^ing the little flock, God makes a very general 
call — "Boanyare called." All are not called. Thecall 
was confined at first, during our Lord's ministry, to Israel 
after the flesh; but now, as many as the servants of God 
meet (Luke 14 : 23) are to be urged or constrained (not 
compelled) to come to this special feast of favor. But even 
of those who hear and come, all are not worthy. Wedding 
garments (the imputed righteousness of Christ) are pro- 
vided, but some will not wear them, and must be reje€ted ; 
and of those who do put on the robes of justification, and 
who receive the honor of being begotten to a new nature, 
some fail to make their calling and eledlion sure by faith- 
fulness to their covenant. Of those worthy to appear with 
the Lamb in glory, it is declared, "They are caZ/edand 
ekcsen and faithful." — Rev. 14: i and 17 ; 14. 

The call is true; the determination of God to seleif): and 
exalt a Church is unchangeable ; but who will be of this 
chosen class is conditional. All who would share the pre- 
destined honors must fulfil the conditions of the call. 
" Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of enter- 
ing into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of 
it." (Heb. 4 : i.) While the great favor is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, it is to him that willeth 
and to him that runneth, when called. 

Having thus, we trust, clearly vindicated God's absolute 
right and purpose to do what he will with his own, we call 
attention to the faft that the principle which chara<Ser- 
izes the bestowment of all God's favors is the general good 
of all. 

While, then, on the authority of the Scriptures, we reckon 
it an established fa6t that the human and spiritual natures 
are se[»rate and distin<^ — that the blending of the two na- 
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turra is no part of God's design, but would be an imperfec- 
tion, and that the change from one natuie to another is 
Dot the rule, but the exception, in the single instance of 
the Christ — it becomes a matter of deep interest to learn 
how the change is to be accomplished, upon what condi- 
tions it may be attained and in what manner it will be 
effe<aed. 

The conditions on which the Church may be exalted with 
hw Lord to the divine nature (2 Pet. 1 : 4) are precisely the 
same as the conditions on which he received it ; ev«n by 
following in his footprints (i Pet. 2 : ar), presenting her- 
self a living sacrifice, as he did, and then faithfully carry- 
ing out that consecration vow until the sacrifice terminates 
in death. This change of nature from human to divine is 
given as a reward to those who, within the Gospel age, sac- 
rifice the human nature, as did our Lord, with all its inter- 
ests, hopes and aims, present and future — even unto death. 
In the resuiredlion such will awake, not to share with the 
rest of mankind in the blessed restitution to human perfec- 
tion and all its accompanying blessings, but to share the 
likeness and glory and joy of the Lord, as partakers with 
him of the divine nature. — Rom 8:17; 3 Tim. 2 : I3. 

The beginning and development of the new nature is 
likened to the beginning and development of human life. 
As in the one case there is a begetting and then a birth, so 
also in the other. The saints are said to be begotten of God 
through the word of truth, (i Pet. 1:3; i John 5:18; 
James i : 18.) That is, they receive the first impube in the 
divine life from God through his Word. When, having 
been justified freely by faith in the ransom, they hear the call, 
"Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, [ransomed- 
justified — and therefore] acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service ' ' (Rom. 12:1); and when, in obedi- 
dience to that call, they fully consecrate their justified human- 
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ity to God, a Imng sacrifice, side by side with that of Jesus, 
it is accepted of God j and in that very act the spiritual life 
is begun. Such find themselves at once thinking and a(51ing 
as the new [transformed] mind prompts, even to the cruci- 
fixion of the human desires. From the moment of conse- 
cration these are reckoned of God as " new creatures." 

Thus to these wK^rj'i? " new creatures " old things [human 
desires, hopes, plans, etc.} pass away, and all things become 
new. The embryo *' new creature " continues to grow and 
develop, as the old human nature, with its hopes, aims, de- 
sires, etc. , is crucified. These two processes progress simiil- 
taneoosly, from the time consecration begins until the death 
of the human and the birth of the spiritual result. As the 
Spirit of God continues to unfold, through his Word, more 
and more of his plans, he thus quickens even our mortal 
bodies {Rom. 8 : 11), enabling these mortal bodies to ren- 
der him service j but in due time we will have new bodies 
^-spiritual, heavenly, adapted in all respe^s to the new, 
divine mind. 

The birth of the "new creature" is in the resurreflion 
(Col. t : iS); and the resunecSlion of this class is designated 
the first (or choice) resurredlion. (Rev 20 : 6.) It should 
beTemembered that we are not adtually spirit beings until 
the resurredlion, though from the time we receive the spirit 
of adoption we are reckoned as such. (Rom. 8; 33-25; 
Eph. 1 : 13, 14; Rom. 6 : 10, 11.) When we become spirit 
beings a«?iually, that is, when we are bom of the Spirit, we 
will no longer be fleshly beings ; for " that which is bom 
of the Spirit is spirit. ' ' 

This birth to the spintoal nature in the resurreflion must 
be preceded by a b^etting of the Spirit at consecration, 
just as surely as the birth of the flesh is preceded by a be- 
getting of the flesh. All that are born of the flesh in the 
likeness of the first Adam, the eaithly, were first begotten 



a66 The Plan of the Ages. 

of the flesh j and some have been begotten again, by the 
Spirit of God through the word of truth, that in due time 
they may be born of the Spirit into the heavenly likeness, 
in the first restirre<5tion ; "As we have borne the image of 
the earthly, we [the Church] shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly" — unless there be a falling away. — i Cor. 
15 : 49 ; Heb. 6 : 6. 

Though the acceptance of the heavenly call and our con- 
secration in obedience to it be decided at one particular 
moment, the bringing of every thought into harmony with 
the mind of God is a gradual work ; it is a gradual bend- 
ing heaven ^vard of that which naturally bends earthward. 
The Apostle terras this process a transforming work, saying, 
"Be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed 
[to the heavenly nature] hy th.^ remrwiTig 0/ your minds, that 
ye may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfeft 
will of God." — Rom. 12:2. 

It should be noticed that these words of the Apostle are 
not addressed to the unbelieving world, but to those whom 
he recognizes as brethren, as shown by the preceding verse 
— "I beseech you therefore, brethren, . . . that ye pre- 
sent your bodies living sacrifices, holy and acceptable 
unto God." 

It is commonly believed that when a man is converted 
or turned from sin to righteousness, and from unbehef and 
opposition to God to reliance upon him, that is the trans- 
forming which Paul meant. Truly that isa great change — a 
transformation, but not the transformation that Paul here 
refers to. 'That is a transformation of charadler; but Paul 
refers to a transformation of nature promised to believers 
during the Gospel age, on certain conditions, and he was 
urging believers to fulfil those conditions. Had not such a 
transformation of tharacter already taken place in those 
whom he addressed, he could not have termed them breth- 
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ren — brethren, too, who had something " holy and accept- 
able unto God" to offer in sacrifice; for only those who 
are justified by faith in the ransom are reckoned of God as 
holy and acceptable. Transformation of nature results to 
those who, during the Gospel age, present their justified 
humanity a living sacrifice, as Jesus presented his perfect 
hunianity a sacrifice, laying down all right and claim to 
fiiture human existence, as well as ignoring present human 
gratification, privileges, rights, etc. The first thing sacri- 
ficed is the human will ; and thenceforth we may not be 
guided either by our own or by any other human will, but 
only by the divine will. The divine will becomes our will, 
and we reckon the human will as not ours, but as the will 
of another, to be ignored and sacrificed. The divine will 
having become our will, we begin to think, to reason and 
to judge from the divine standpoint : God's plan becomes 
our plan, and God's ways become our ways. None can 
fiilly understand this transformation who have not in good 
iaith presented themselves as sacrifices, and in consequence 
come to experience it. Previously we might enjoy any- 
thing that was not actually sinful ; for the world and all its 
good things were made for man's enjoyment, the only diffi- 
culty being to subdue the sinful propensities. But the con- 
secrated, the transformed, in addition to the effort to sub- 
due sin, must sacrifice the present good things and devote 
all their energies to the service of God. And those faith- 
ful in service and sacrifice will indeed realize daily that this 
world is not their resting place, and that here they have no 
continuing city. But their hearts and hopes will be turned 
to that " rest that remaineth for the people of God." And 
that blessed hope in turn will quicken and inspire to con- 
tinued sacrifice. 

Thus, through consecration, the mind is renewed or 
transformed, and the desires, hopes and aims begin to rise 
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toward the spiritual and unseea things promised, while the 
human hopes, etc., die. Those thus transformed, or in 
process of change, are reckoned "new creatures," begotten 
of God, and partakers to that extent of the divine nature. 
Mark well the difference between these "new creatures" 
and those believers and "brethren" who are only justified. 
Those of the latter class are still of the earth, earthy, and, 
aside from sinful desires, their hopes, ambitions and aims 
are such as will be fully gratified in the promised restitution 
of all things. But those of the former class are not of this 
Torld, even as Christ is not of this world, and their hopes cen- 
ter in the things unseen, where Christ sitteth at the right hand 
of God. The prospetS of earthly glory, so enchanting to 
the natural man, would no longer be a satisfying portion to 
those begotten of this heavenly hope, to those who see the 
glories of the heavenly promises, and who appreciate the 
part assigned them in the divine plan. This new, divine 
mind is the earnest of our inheritance of the complete di- 
vine nature — mind and body. Some may be a little start- 
led by this expression, a divine body ; but we are told that 
Jesus is now the express image of his Father's person, and 
that the overcomcrs will "be Hke him and see him as he is." 
(i John 3 ; a.) " There is a natural [human] body, and there 
is a spiritual body." (i Cor. 15 ; 44.) We could not im- 
agine either our divine Father or our Lord Jesus as merely 
great minds without bodies. Theirs are glorious spiritual 
bodies, though it doth not yet appear how great is the 
glory, and it shall not, until we also shall share the divioe 
nature. 

"While this transforming of the mind from human to spir- 
itual is a gradual work, the change from a human to a spir- 
iual body will not be gradual, but instantaneous, (i Cor. 
15 : 52.) Now, as Paul says, we have this treasure (the di- 
vine mind) in earthen vessels, but in due time the treasure 
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will be m a glorious vessel appropriate to it — the Bpirit- 
ual body. 

We have seen that the human nature is a likeness of the 
spiritual. (Gen. 5:1.) For instance, God has a will, so have 
men and angels ; God has reason and memory, so have his 
intelligent creatures — angels and men. The charadler of 
the mental operations of each is the same. With the same 
data for reasoning, and under similar conditions, these dif- 
ferent natures are able to arrive at the same conclusions. 
Though the mental faculties of the divine, the angelic and 
the human natures are similar, yet we know that the spir- 
itual natures have powers beyond and above the human- 
powers which result, we think, not from different faculties, 
but from the wider range of the same faculties and the dif- 
ferent circumstances under which they operate. The hu- 
man nature is a perfect earthly image of the spiritual nature, 
having the same faculties, but confined to the earthly sphere, 
and with ability and disposition to discern only so much 
beyond it as God sees lit to reveal for man's benefit and 
happiness. 

The divine is the highest order of the spiritual nature ; 
and how immeasurable is the distance between God and hia 
creatures ! We are able to catch only glimpses of the 
glory of the divine wisdom, power and goodness as in pan- 
oramic view he causes some of his mighty works to pass 
before us. But we may measure and comprehend the glory 
of perfect humanity. 

With these thoughts clearly in mind, we are able to ap- 
preciate how the change from the human to the spiritual 
nature is effected, viz. , by carrying the same mental powers 
over to higher conditions. When clothed with the heaven- 
ly body, we shall have the heavenly powers which belong 
to that glorious body; and we shall have the rajige of 
thought and scope of power which belaqg toil, 
18 
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The change or trajisformation of mind, from earthly to 
heavenly, which the consecrated experience here, is the be- 
ginning of that change of nature. It is not a charge of 
brain, nor a miracle in its changed operation, but it is the 
will and the bent of mind that are changed. Our will and 
sentiments represent our individuality; hence we are trans- 
formed, and reckoned as actually belonging to the heavenly ' 
nature, when our wills and sentiments are thus changed. 
True, this is but a very small beginning; but a begetting, as 
this is termed, is always but a small beginning ; yet it is the 
earnest or assurance of the finished work. — Eph. i : 13, 14, 

Some have asked. How shall we know ourselves when 
changed? How shall we then know that we are the same 
beings that lived and suffered and sacrificed that we might 
be partakers of this glory? Will we be the same conscious 
beings? Most assuredly, yes. If w<f be dead with Christ, 
we shall also live with him. (Rom. 6:8.) Changes which 
daily occur to our human bodies do not cause us to forget 
the past, or to lose our identity.* 

These thoughts may help us to understand also how the 
Son, when changed- from spiritual to human conditions — 
to human nature and earthly limitations — was a man; and 
though it was the same being in both cases, under the first 
conditions he was spiritual and under the second conditions 

* Our human bodies are constantly clianging. Science declares that 
each seven years witnesses a complete change in our component atoms. 
So the promised cliange from human to spiritual bodies will not destiDf 
either memory or identity, but will increase their power and range. 
The same divine mind that now is ours, with the same niem(»7, the 
tame reasoning powers, etc., will then find its powers expanded to im- 
measurable heights and depths, in harmony with its new spiritual body; 
and memory will trace all our career from earliest human infancy, and 
we will be able, by contract, fully to realize the glorious reward of oar 
sacrifice. But this could not be the case if the human were not an 
image of the spiritual. 
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lie was human. Because the two natures are separate and 
distinfl;, and yet the one a likeness of the other, therefore, 
the same mental faculties (memory, etc.) being common 
to both, Jesus could realize his former glory which he 
had before becoming a man, but which he had not when 
he had become a man, as his words prove — '* Father, glo- 
rify thou me with thine own self, with the glory which 1 
had with thee before the world was" (John 17 : 5) — the 
glory of the spiritual nature. And that prayer is more 
than answered in his present exaltation to the highest 
form of spirit being, the divine nature. 

Referring again to Paul's words, we notice that he does 
not say, Do not conform yourselves to this world, but trans- 
form yourselves into the divine likeness ; but he says, "Be 
not conformed, . . . but ^< ye transformed." This is well 
expressed ; for we do not either conform or transform our- 
selves ; but we do either submit ourselves to be conformed 
to the world by the worldly influences, the spirit of the 
world around us, or submit ourselves to the will of God, 
the holy will or Spirit, to be transformed by heavenly 
influences exercised through the Word of God. You that 
are consecrated, to which influences are you submitting? 
The transforming influences lead to present sacrifice and 
Buffering, but the end is glorious. If you are develop- 
ing under these transforming influences, you are proving dai- 
ly what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

Let such as have laid their all upon the altar of sacrifice 
continually bear in mind that, while the Word of God con- 
tains both earthly and heavenly promises, only the latter 
helong to us. Our tr^sure is in heaven : let our hearts 
continually be there. Our calling is not only to the spir- 
itual nature, but to the highest order of the spiritual, the 
divine nature — "so much better than the angels." (2 Pet. 
z : 4 > Heb. 1:4.) This heavenly calling is confined to the 
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Gospel age : it iras never made befote it, and it wilt cease 
with its close. An earthly calling was made, though im- 
perfectly understood, before the heavenly calling, and we 
are told that it will be continued afterthe Gospelage. Life [for 
those restored as human beings] and immortality [the prize 
for which the body of Christ is running] have both been 
brought to light during this age. (2 Tim. i ; 10.) Both the 
human and spiritual natures will be glorious in their per- 
fection, yet distinct and separate. No insignificant feature 
of the glory of God's finished work will be the beautiful 
variety, yet wonderful harmony, of all things, animate and 
inanimate — harmony with each other and harmony with God. 



THE CHDRCH OF GOD. 

"Zmh, atue, break forth in ioogi 

Of everl«ating joy; 
To God eternal praise belongs. 

Who doth thy foes destroy. 
Tbon Chttrch of God, awake 1 awake I 

For light beams from tm high j 
From eardi and dust thy gannents shak^ 

Thy (Stay's drawing nigh. 

*' To raise thee high abov« the earth, 

God will his power employ ; 
He' U turn thy mourning into milthi 

Thy sorrow into joy. 
In shining robes thyself array. 

Put on thy garments pure ; 
Thy King shall lead thee in the wiy 

Tb»f a holy, safe and sure," 



STUDY XI. 

THE THREE WAT^— THE BROAD WAY, THE NARROW 

WAY, THE HIGHWAY. 

Thb Bboau Road to DEsraucTroff. — Thb Narhow Vfxi to l4»*. — What it 
LiFB?— The Divine Nature.— The Rblateon&hif of the Divine and 
HtniAH Natures. — ^Ths Reward at thb Eno or thb Kajuiow Way. — Tjhb 
High Caluhc Liutted to the Gospel AcEh — Defpicultibs and DAHCBsaov 
tb» Narrow Way.— Thb Highway or Holiness. 

TTflDE is the gate of destruction, and broad that waj leading 
If tidther; and many are tliey who enter through it. How nar- 
row is the gate of life ! how difficult that way leading thither 1 and how 
few are they who find it I" — Matt. 7:13, 14, Diaglott translation, 

"And a highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall 
be called the way of holiness ; the unclean shall not pass 
over it; but it shall be for those; the wayfaring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor 
any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, nor be found there; 
but they that walk there shall be delivered." — Isa35 ; 8, 9. 

Three ways, the "broad road," the "narrow way" and 
the "highway," are thus brought to our attention in the 
Scriptures. 

THE BROAD ROAD TO DESTRUCTION. 

This road is thus named because rt is most easy to the 
degenerate human race. Six thousand years ago, as a sin- 
ner condemned to destruction, Adam (and the race repre- 
sented in him) started upon this road, and after nine hun- 
dred and thirty years he reached its end — destruction. 
As years and centuries have rolled on, the downward path 
has become more and more smoothly worn, and the race has 
Sped more and more rapidly to destru<5tion, the way becom- 
ing daily more glared and slimed and slippery with sin. 

273 
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And not only does the way grow more slippery, but mao- 
kmd daily loses the power of resistance, »o that now the 
average length of human life is about thirty-five years. 
Men now leach the end of the road— destruction — nine 
hundred years quicker than did the first man. 

For six thousand years the race has steadily pursued the 
broad, downward way. Only a few, comparatively, have 
tried to change their course and retrace their steps. In 
fa(St, to retrace all the steps, and reach the original per- 
fect ion, has been impossible, though the effort of some to 
do so has beon commendable, and not without beneficial 
results. For six thousand years sin and death have reigned 
relentlessly over mankind, and driven them upon this broad 
road to destm<5lion. And not until the Gospel age was a 
way of escape brought to light. Though in previous ages 
rays of hope were dimly seen in types and shadows, which 
were joyfully hailed and adled upon by a few, yet life and 
immortality were not brought to light until the appearing 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and the proclama- 
tion by the apostles of the good tidings of redemption and 
remission of sins and a consequent reiurrectian from the 
tUstrucficn, (a Tim. i : lo.) The teachings of Jesus and 
the apostles bring to light life — a restitution or restoration 
to life, for all mankind, as based upon the merit and sacrifice 
of the Redeemer ; and they show this to be the significance 
of many Old Testament types. They also bring to light 
imntorta&ty, the prize of the high calling of the Gospel 
Church. 

Although a way of escape from the broad n}ad to de- 
Struflion has been brought to light through the gospel, the 
great mass of mankind heeds not the good tidings, because 
depraved by sin and blinded by the adversary. Those 
who now gratefully accept the promise of life, restoration 
to human existence, through Christ, have pointed out to 
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tliem a new -way which has been opened np, by which con- 
secrated believers maj go beyond the human nature and 
be dianged to a higher nature — the spiritual. This new 
way "consecrated for «j" — the royal priesthood (Hetk 
JO : 30)— OUT Lord called 



Our Master tells us that it is because of the nat vow nesg 
of this way that the many prefer to remain on the broad 
Toad to destruftion. "Strait [diflScult] is the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it." 

Before considering this way and its dangers and difficul- 
ties, let us notice the end to which it leads — life. As al- 
ready seen, life may be enjoyed on various planes of being, 
higher as well as lower than human. Life is a broad and 
comprehensive term, but here our Lord uses it in reference 
to that highest form of life, pertaining to the divine nature 
— ^immortality — the prize for which he invited us to run. 
What is life? We net only realize it in ourselves, but we 
see its operation in lower animals, and even in vegetation, 
and we are told of its existence in higher forms, angelic 
and divine. How shall we define a term so comprehensive ? 

While we may not be able to discover the secret springs 
of life in all, we may safely assume that the Divine Being, 
Jehovah, is the great fountain of all life, from which all 
these springs are supplied. All living things result from 
and depend on him for life. All life, whether in God or 
in his creatures, b the same: it is an energizing principle, 
not a substance. It is a principle which inker ez in God, 
but which in bis creatures results from certain causes which 
God has ordained, and of it he is therefore the cause, 
the author or fountain. Hence the creature is in no sense 
A part or an o£&pring of the Creator's essence or nature^ 
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■a some imagine, but he is God's handiwork inAised with life. 

Recognizing the fa^ that only la the divine nature is 
life independent, unlimited, exhaustless, ever continuous 
and neither produced nor controlled by ciraunstances, we 
see that of necessity Jehovah is superior to those physical 
laws and supplies which he ordained for the sustenance o£ 
his creatures. It is this quality, which pertains only to 
the divine nature, that is described by the terra imwwr- 
taiity. As shown in the preceding chapter, immortal 
signifies death-proof, consequently disease and pain-ptoof. 
In in-St. immortality may be used as a synonym for divinity 
!From the divine, inunortal fountain proceed all life and 
blessing, every good and perfedt gift, as from the sun the 
earth receives her light and vigor. 

The sun is the great fountain of light to the earth, illumi- 
nating all things, producing many varieties of color and 
shades of light, according to the nature of the object upon 
which it shines. The same sunlight shining upon a dia- 
mond upon a brick, and upon various kinds of glass, produces 
Strikingly different effefls. The light is the same, but the 
olgefts upon which it shines differ in their capacity to 
receive and to transmit it. So with life; it all flows from the 
one exhaustless fountain. The oyster has life, but its or- 
ganism is such that it cannot make use of much life, just 
as the brick cannot refledt much of the light of the sun. 
So with each of the higher manifestations of life, in beast^ 
lish and fowl. Like the various kinds of glass under sun- 
light, so these various creatures show forth differently the 
various organic powers they possess, when life ""i!""^" 
their organisms. 

The polished diamond is so adapted to the light that it 
appears as though it possessed it within itself, and were itself 
a miniature sun. So with man, one of the master-pieces 
of God's ideation, made only " a little lower than the an- 
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gels." He was so grandly formed as to be able tO receive 
and retain life by the use of the means which God supplied, 
and never grow dim. Thus was Adam before he fell grander 
than any other earthly creature, not by reason of any differ- 
ence in the lifeprimipU implanted, but because of a grander 
organism. Yet, let us remember that as the diamond can 
reflect no light except when shone upon by the sun, so man 
can possess and enjoy life only as the supply of life is 
continued. Man has not inherent life : he is no more a 
fountain of life than a diamond is a fountain of light. And 
one of the very strongest evidences that we have not an 
cachaustless supply of life in ourselves, or, in other words, 
that we are not immortal, is that since sin entered, death 
has passed upon all our race. 

God had arranged that man in Eden should have access 
to life sustaining trees, and the paradise in which he was 
placed was abundantly supplied with numbers of "every 
ptindof] tree" goodforfood or for adornment. (Gen. 2:9, 
16, 17.) Among the trees of life good for food was one 
forbidden. While for a time forbidden to eat of the tree of 
knowledge, he was permitted to eat freely of trees which 
sustained life perfectly; and he was separated from them 
only after transgression, that thereby the death-penalty 
might go into effect. — Gen. 3 : 23. 

Thus the glory and beauty of humanity ar^ seen to be de- 
pendent on the continued supply of life, just as the beauty 
of the diamond is dependent on the continued supply of 
sunlight. When sin deprived humanity of the right to 
life, and the tupply was withheld, immediately the jewel 
b^an to loK its brilliancy and beauty, and finally it is 
deprived of its last vestige in the tomb. His beauty con- 
sumes away like a moth. (Fsa. 39: 11.) As the diamond 
loses its beauty and brilliancy when the light is withdrawn, ' 
so man lows life when God withholds the suppli^ Irom him. 
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"Yea, man giveth up the ghost [life] and where is he?" 
(Job 14:10.) "His sons come to honor, and he knoweth 
it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not 
of them," (Verse ai.) "For there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou 
goest." (Eccl. 9:10.} But since a ransom has been found, 
since the death penalty has been provided by the Redeemer, 
the jewel is to have its beauty restored, and is again to re- 
fledt porfedlly the Creator's image when the Sun of Right- 
eousness shall arise with healing in his wings. (Mai. 4:2.) 
It is because of the sin-offering, the sacrifice of Christ, that 
'•All that are in their graves shall come forth." There 
thall be a restitution of all things; first an opportunity or 
offer of restitution to all, and ultimately the attainment 
of human perfeflion by all who will obey the Redeemer, 

This, however, is not the reward to which Jesus refers 
as the end of the narrow way. From other Scriptures we 
learn that the reward promised to those who walk the nar- 
row way is the " divine nature" — life inherent, life in that 
superlative degree which only the divine nature can possess 
—immortality. What a hope ! Dare we aspire to such a 
height of glory? Surely not without positive and explicit 
invitation could any rightfully thus aspire. 

From I Tim. 6: 14-16 we learn that the immortal or 
divine nature was originally the possession of divinity only. 
We read: "HeQesusj in his time [the Millennial age] 
will show who is the blessed and only potentate — the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, who only haih immortality, 
dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto, 
whom no man hath seen nor can see. " All other beings, 
angels, men, beasts, birds, fish, etc., are but vessels, holding 
each its measure of life, and all difiering in charafler, 
capacity and quality according to the organism which it 
has pleased the Creator to provide for each. 
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Further, we learn that Jehovah, who alone possessed im- 
mortality originally, has highly exalted his Son, our Lord 
Jesus, to the same divine, immortal nature; hence he is 
now the express image of the Father's person. (Heb. 1:3.) 
So we read, "As the Father hath life in himself [God's 
definition of "immortality" — life in himseif—nol drawn 
from other sources, nor dependent on circumstances, but 
independent, inherent life], so hath he given to the Son 
to have life in HthfSELF." (John 5 : 26.) Since the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus, then, two beings are immortal; 
and, amazing grace I the same offer is made to the Bride 
of the Lamb, being selected during the Gospel age. Yet 
not all of the great company who are nominally of the 
Church will receive thii great prize, but only that "little 
flock, "of overcomers who so nm as to obtain it ; who fol- 
low closely in the Master's footsteps ; who, like him, walk 
the narrow way of sacrifice, even unto death. These, when 
bom from the dead in the resurrection, will have the divine 
nature and form. This immortality, the independent, self- 
existent, divine nature, is the life to which the narrow 
way leack. 

This class is not to be raised from the tomb human beings ; 
for we are assured by thj Apostle that, thongh sown in the 
tomb natural bodies, they will be raised spiritual bodies. 
These all shall be "changed," and even as they once bore 
the image of the earthly, human nature, they shall bear 
the image of the heavenly. But "it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be" — what a spiritual body is; but "we know 
that when he shall appear, we shall be like hint" and diaie 
in "the glory to be revealed." — i John 3:2; Col. i ; 27; 
2 Cor. 4: 17; John 17; 22; 1 Pet, 5 : 10; 2 Thes. 2: 14. 

Not only is this high calling to a change 0/ nature con- 
fined exclusively to the Gospel age, but it is the only offer 
of this age. Hence our Lord's words quoted at the begin* 
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ning of this chapter include on the broad road to destruc- 
tion all who are not on the way to the only prize tww 
offered. All others are still on the broad road — these only 
have as yet escaped the condemnation that is on the world. 
This, the only way of life now open, because of its diffi- 
culty, finds few who care to walk in it. The masses of man- 
kind in their weaknws prefer the broad, easy way of self- 
gratification. 

The narrow way, while it ends in life, in immortality, 
might be called a way of death, since its prize is gained 
through the sacrifice of the human nature even unto death. 
It is the narrow way of death to life. Being reckoned firee 
from the Adamic guilt and the death penalty, the consecrated 
voluntarily surrender or sacrifice those human rights, reck- 
oned theirs, which in due time they, with the world in 
general, would have actually received. As "the man Christ 
Jesus" laid down or sacrificed his life for the world, so 
these become jotnt-sacrificers with him. Not that his sacii' 
fice was insufficient and that others were needed; but while 
his is all-suflScient, these are permitted to serve and to suf- 
fer with him in order to become his bride and joint-heir. 
So, then, while the world is under condemnation to death, 
and is dying iy(VA Adam, this "little flock," through the 
process of faith reckonings and sacrifice, already described, 
are said to die with Christ. They sacrifice and die with 
him as human beings, in order to become partakers of the 
divine nature and glories ai;VA him; for we believe that if 
we be dead with him, we shall also live with him. If we 
Buffer with him, we shall also be glorified together. — Rom. 
8:17 and 2 Tim. z : ri, iz. 

In the beginning of the Millennial age, those who now 
walk the narrow way will have gained the great prize for. 
which they ran, immortality ; and being thus clothed with 
the divine nature and power, they will be prepared for 
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the great work of restoring and blessing the world during 
that age. With the end of the Gospel age, the narrow 
way to immortality will close, because the select "little 
flock" that it was designed to test and prove will have been 
completed. " Now is the accepted [Greek, dektos, accept- 
able or receivable] time" — the time in which sacrificers, com- 
ing in the merit of Jesus and becoming dead with him, 
are acceptable to God — a sacrifice of sweet odor. Death, 
as the Adamic penalty, will not be permitted forever j it 
will be abolished during the Millennial age ; as a sacrifice 
it will be acceptable and rewarded only during the Gospel age. 

It is only as "new creatures" that the saints of this 
age are on the way to life ; and only as human beings are 
we consecrated to destruction, as sacrifices. If, as human 
creatures, we be dead with Christ, as new, spiritual beings, 
we shall live with him. (Rom. 6: S.) The mind of God 
in us, the transformed mind, is the germ of the new nature. 

The new life would be easily choked ; and Paul assures 
us that when begotten of the spirit through the truth, if 
we live after the flesh, we shall die (lose our life), but if 
we, through the spirit, do mortify (put to death) the deeds 
of the body (the disposition of the human nature), we (as 
new creatures) shall live ; for the sons of God are those led 
by the spirit of God. (Rom. 8 : 13, 14.) This is a thought 
of utmost importance to all the consecrated; for if we 
have covenanted with God to sacrifice the human nature, 
and if that sacrifice was accepted by him, it is useless to 
attempt to take it back. The human is reckoned of God 
as dead now, and miist actually die, never again to be 
restored. AH that can be gained, then, by turning back 
to live after the flesh, is a little human gratification at the 
expense of the new spiritual nature. 

There are, however, many consecrated ones desirous of 
the/mf, and who have been begotten of the spirit, who 
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are partially overcome by the allurements of the world, 
the desires of the flesh, or the arts of the devil. They 
partially lose sight of the prize set before us, and try to 
walk upon a middle road— to keep the favor of God 
and the lavor of the world, forgetting that " the friendship 
of the world is enmity with God ' ' (James 414), and that 
the iflstruflions to those running the race for the prize are. 
Love not the world, and. Seek not honor one of another, 
but that honor which cometh from God only. — i John 
a; 15; John 5:44. 

These, who love the present world, but who have not 
wholly forsaken the Lord and despised their covenant, 
receive a scourging and purifying by the fire of afHiftion. 
As the Apostle expresses it, they are delivered over to Satan 
for the destruftion of the flesh, that the spirit (the newly 
begotten nature) may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
(i Cor. 5 : 5.) And if rightly exercised by the discipline, 
they will finally be received into the spiritual condition. 
They will have everlasting, spiritual life as angels have it, but 
will lose the prize of immortality. They will serve God 
in his temple, and stand before the throne, having palms in 
their hands (Rev, 7 ; 9-17); but though that will be glori- 
ous, it will not be so glorious as the position of the " little 
flock" of overcomers, who will be kings and priests unto 
God, seated with Jesus in the throne as his bride and joint- 
heir, and with him crowned with immortality. 

Ours is a rugged, steep, narrow way, and were it not that 
strength is furnished for each successive step of the jour- 
ney, we could never reach the goal. But our Captain's 
word is encouraging: Be of good cheer; I have overcome; 
my grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is made per- 
fect in weakness. (John 16 : 33 ; 2 Cor. 12:9.) The difli- 
culties of this way are to a£t as a separating principle to 
sanflify and refine a ■ ' peculiar people " to be " heirs of God 
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endjoint-heirewithJesusChrist." Inviewofthesethings, 
let us come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may ob- 
tain mercy and find grace to help in time of need, while we 
fight the good fight of faith and lay hold on "the crown of 
glory" — immortality, the divine nature. — 2 Tim. 4:8; 
I Peter 5 ; 4, 

THE HIGHWAY OF HOLIfTESS. 

While the special hope of the Gospel age is so surpass- 
ingly glorious, and the way to it is correspondingly difficult 
— narrow, hedged in by hardships and dangers at every 
step — so that few find it, and obtain the great prize at its 
end, the new order of things in the age to come is to be 
entirely different. As a different hope is held out, so also 
a different way leads to it. The way to immortality haa 
been a way which required the sacrifice of the otherwise 
lawful and proper hopes, ambitions and desires — the sacri- 
fice forever of the human nature. But the way to human 
perfe<ftion, to restitution, the hope of the world, requires 
only the putting away of sin : not the sacrifice of hunian 
rights and privileges, but their proper enjoyment. It will 
lead to personal purification and restoration to the image of 
God as enjoyed by Adam before sin entered the world. 

The way back to a^ual human per fe^ ion is to be made 
very plain and easy ; so plain that none may mistake the 
way; so plain that "the wa)rfaring man, and those unac- 
quainted therewith, shall not go astray ' ' (Isa. 35 : 8, — 
Leesery, so plain that none will need to teach his neighbor, 
saying. Know the Lord, for all shall know the Lord from 
the least unto the greatest. (Jer. 31 : 34.) Instead of be- 
ing a narrow way that few can find, it is termed "a high- 
way," a public roadway — not a narrow, steep, rugged, diffi- 
cult, hedged by-way, but a way specially prepared for easy 
travel — specially arranged for the convenience and comfort 
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of the travelers. Verses 8 and 9 show that it is a public 
road, open to all the redeemed — every man. Every man 
for whom Christ died, who will recognize and avail himself 
of the opportunities and blessings purchased by the pre- 
cious blood, may go up on this Highway of Holiness to the 
grand goal of perfect restitution to human perfeiftion and 
everlasting life. 

Nor will these be reckoned justified and granted a reck- 
oned standing of holiness and perfeftion in the sight of 
God; when started upon this highway of holiness they 
may go up thereon to aHual perfeflion, as a result of 
endeavor and obedience, to which all things will be made 
feivorable by their Redeemer, then reigning in power. 
Each individual wilt, according to his necessities, be aided 
by the wise and perfect administration of the new kingdom. 
This, as will occur to some, is the legitimate result of the 
ransom. Since our Lord, the man Christ Jesus, gave him- 
self a ransom for all, and desires all to come to a knowledge of 
the truth, and therebv to aftual perfeflion, why does he not 
at once make a good and broad highway for all? Why doa 
he not remove the obstruftions, the stumbling-stones, the 
pitfalls and snares? Why not help the sinner back to full 
harmony with God, instead of making the way narrow, 
rugged, thorny, hard to find, and still harder to walk in ? 
A failure rightly to divide the Word of truth, and to see 
that the present narrow way leads to the special prize, and 
is for the trial and seleftion of a little flock of joint-heirs, 
the body of Christ, which, when selected and exalted with 
their Head, shall bless all nations, has led some to very con- 
fused ideas on thesubje(51;. Failing to see God's plan, many 
try to preach a highway of holiness, an easy way to life, 
in the present age, when no such way exists, and they con- ' 
fuse and compromise the matter to fit the fa(5ts and the 
Scriptures with their mistaken theories. On the highway 



The Three Ways, 285 

soon to be opened, only sinful things will be prohibited, 
while those who travel the narrow way must deny themselves 
and sacrifice many things not sinful, as well as war contin- 
ually against besetting sins. This is a pathway of sacrifice, 
as that of the coming age is to be a highway of righteousness. 
Of that highway it is significantly stated in symbolic 
language that "No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous 
beast shall go up thereon ^ it shall not be found there." 
(Isa, 35 ; 9.) How many frightful lions are now in the way of 
those who would be glad to forsake sinful ways, and to pursue 
righteousness ! There is the lion of a degenerate public senti- 
ment, which deters many from venturing to obey the dic- 
tates of conscience in matters of every-day life — dress, home 
and business arrangements, etc. The Hon of temptation 
to strong drink hinders thousands who would be glad to 
see it removed. Prohibitionists and temperance workers 
now find a herculean task on their hands, which only the 
authority and power of the next age can remove j and the 
same may be said of other worthy efforts at moral reform, 
"Nor shall any ravenous beast go up thereon." No giant 
corporations, organized to advance selfish, individual inter- 
ests at the expense of the general good, will be tolerated. 
"They shall not hurt nordestroy in all my holy mountain" 
(kingdom) saith the Lord. (Isa, 11 : 9.) Though there will 
be difficulties to labor against in overcoming propensities 
to evil, etc. , yet, in comparison with the narrow way of this 
age, that will be an easy way. The stones (stumbling- 
stones) shall all be gathered out, and the standard of truth 
shall be lifted up for the people. (Isa. 62 : 10.) Ignorance 
and superstition will be things of the past, and righteous- 
ness will receive its due reward, while to evil will be meted 
out its just deserts. (Mai. 3: 15, 18.) By wholesome chas- 
tisements, fitting encouragements and plain instrudlions, 
as returned prodigals, mankind will be trained and discl- 
M 
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plined up to the grand perfetSion from which father Adam 
fell. Thus " the ransomed of the Lord shaii return 
[from destrudtion, by the grand highway of holiness] 
. . , with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads ; they 
Ehall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away." (Isa. 35 : 10.) Our Lord referred to but two of 
these ways, because the third was not yet due to be opened 
up — ^just as when announcing the good tidings he said, 
"This Scripture is fulfilled in your ears," but omitted men- 
tioning the "day of vengeance," because it was not then 
due. (Compare Luke 4: 19 and Isa. 61 : 2.) ^ow, however, 
as the narrow way draws to a close, the grand highway of 
righteousness begins to be seen more and more distinftly, 
in the light of the dawning day. 

Thus we have found a " Broad Road," on which at pres- 
ent the masses of mankind travel, deluded by the '* prince 
of this world," and led by perverted tastes. We have found 
that it was opened up and that our race was started in its head- 
long course upon it by "&ne man' s disobedience. ' ' We have 
found that the "Highway of Holiness" is to be opened up 
by our Lord, who gave himself a ransom for all and re- 
deems all from the destruction to which the "Broad 
Road" leads, and that it will, in due time, be accessible 
and easy for all the redeemed ones whom he bought with his 
own precious blood. We have found, furthermore, that the 
present "Narrow Way," opened up by the merit of the 
same precious blood, is a special way leading to a special 
prize, and is made specially narrow and difficult as a test and 
discipline for those now being sele^ed to be made partak- 
ers of the divine nature and joint-heirs with our Lord Jesus 
in the Kingdom of glory soon to be revealed for the bless- 
ing of all. Such as have this hope — who see this prize — 
may count all other hopes as but loss and dross in com- 
parison. — Phil. 3; 8-15. 
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A S the frontispiece of this volume we give a chart repre- 
■'*■ senting the plan of God for the world's salvation. By 
it we have sought to aid the mind, through the eye, in 
understanding something of the progressive character of 
God's plan, and the progressive steps which must be taken 
by all who ever attain the complete "change" from the 
human to the divine nature. 

First, we have an outline of the three great dispensa- 
tions,.^, £, C— the first of these, A, lasting from man'screa- 
tion to the flood ; the second, B, from the flood to the com- 
mencement of the Millennial reign of Christ, at his sec- 
ond advent ; and the third, or " Dispensation of the Ful- 
ness of Times," C, lasting from the beginning of Christ's 
reign for "ages to come." (Eph, i : lo; 2 : 7.) These 
three great dispensations are frequently referred to in the 
Scriptures: A is called "the world that was;" .5 by our 
Lord Jesus is called "this world," by Paul "the present 
evil world," by Peter "the world that now is," C is called 
"the world to come, wherein dwelleth righteousness," in 
contrast with the present evil world. Now evil rules and the 
righteous suffer, while in the world to come this order is 
to be reversed; righteousness will rule and evil-doers will 
Buffer, and finally all evil will be destroyed. 

287 
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In each ot these three great dispensations, epochs or 
"worlds" God's plan with reference to men has a distinct 
and separate outline; yet each is but a part of the one 
great plan which, when complete, will exhibit the divine 
wisdom — though these parts considered separately fail to 
show their deepdesign. Since the first "world" ("heav- 
ens and earth," or that order of things) passed away at 
the time of the flood, it follows that it must have been a 
different order from "this present evil world" of which 
our Lord said Satan is the prince; hence the prince of 
this present evil world was not the prince of the world 
that was before the flood, although he was not without in- 
fluence then. Several scriptures throw light on God's deal- 
ings during that time, and thus give a clear insight into 
his plan as a whole. The thought suggested by these is 
that the first " world," or the dispensation before the flood, 
was under the supervision and special ministration of an- 
gels, who were permitted to try what they could do to 
recover the fallen and degenerate race. Doubtless, with 
God's permission, they were anxious to try it; for their 
interest was manifested in the singing and shouting for 
joy over the works of creation. (Job. 38:7.) That angels 
were the permitted though unsuccessful rulers of that first 
epoch is not only indicated by all references to that pe- 
riod, but it may reasonably be inferred from the Apostle's 
remark when, contrasting the present dispensation with 
the past and the future, he says (Heb. 2:5), "Unto the 
angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come." 
No; that world is to be under the control of the Lord Je- 
sus and his joint-heirs ; and hence it will not only be a 
more righteous administration than that of "the present 
evil world," but it will also be more successful than that 
of the first world or dispensation under the "ministration 
of angels," whose inablUty to reclaim the race is manifest 
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ftom the fact that man's wickedness became so great that 
God in his wrath and righteous indignation destroyed with 
a flood the whole of the race then living with the excep- 
tion of eight persons. — Gen. 7 ; 13. 

During the "present evil world," rnan is permitted to 
try governing himself; but by reason of the fill he is 
under the control of Satan, the "prince of this world," 
against whose secret machinations and intrigues he has vain- 
ly striven in his efforts at self-government during the long 
period from the flood to the present time. This attempted 
reign of man under Satan is to end in the greatest time of 
trouble the world has ever known. And thi^ will have 
been proven the futility, not only of angelic power to save 
the race, but also of man's own efforts to reach satisfaftory 
conditions. 

The second of these great dispensations, B, is composed 
of three distinct ages, each of which, as a progressive step, 
leads upward and onward in God's plan. 

Age D was the one during which God's special dealings 
were with such patriarchs as Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Age £ is the Jewish Age, or the period following the 
death of Jacob, during which all of his posterity were treat- 
ed by God as his si>ecial charge — "his people." To these 
he showed special favors, and declared, " Ymt only have I 
known (recognized with favor) of all the families of the 
earth." (Amos 3:2.) These, as a nation, were typical of 
the Christian Church, the "holy nation, the peculiar peo- 
ple." The promises made tothem were typical of the "bet- 
ter promises" made to us. Their journey through the 
wilderness to the land of promise was typical of our jour- 
ney through the wilderness of sin to the heavenly Canaan. 
Their sacrifices justified them typically, not really j for the 
blood of bulls and goats can never take away sin. (Heb, 
10 : 4,3 But in the Gospel Age, I^, we have the " better 
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sacrifices," which do make atonement for the sins of the 
whole world. We have the "royal priesthood," composed 
of all those who offer themselves to God *' living sacrifices," 
holy and acceptable, through Jesus Christ, who is the Chief 
or "High Priest of our profession, " (Heb. 3:1.) In the 
Gospel age we find the realities of which the Jewish age 
and its services and ordinances were shadows. — Heb. 10:1. 

The Gospel age, F, is the period during which the body 
of Christ is called out of the world, and shown by faith 
the crown of life, and the exceeding great and precious 
promises whereby (by obedience to the call and its require- 
ments) they may become partakers of the divine nature. 
(3 Pet. 1:4.) Evil is still permitted to reign over or rale 
the world, in order that by contact with it these may be 
tried to see whether they are willing to give up the human 
nature with its privileges and blessings, a living sacrifice, 
being made conformable to Jesus' death, that they may be 
accounted worthy to be in his likeness in the resurrection, 
— Psa. 17 MS- 

The third great dispensation, C, is to be composed of 
many ages — " The Ages to Come." The first of these, the 
Millennial age, G, is the only one concerning which we 
have any definite information. It is the thousand years 
during which Christ will reign over and thereby bless 
all the families of the earth, accomplishing the "restitu- 
tion of all things spoken by the mouth of all the holy 
prophets." (Acts 3: 19-21.) During that age, sin and 
death shall be forever blotted ont; for "Christ must reign 
till he hath put all enemies under his feet. . . , The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is death" — Adamic death, 
(i Cor, 15 : 25, 26.) That will be the great reconstruction 
period. Associated with Christ Jesus in that reign will be 
the Church, his bride, his body, even as he promised, say- 
ing, ''To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
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me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne." — Rev, 3 : 21. 

The "Ages to Come," IT, following the great reconstruc- 
tion period, are to he ages of perfection, blessedness and 
happiness, regarding the work of which, the Scriptures are 
silent. It is enough to know, at this distance^ that they 
will be ages of glory and blessing under divine favor. 

Each of these dispensations has its distinct seasons for 
the beginning and development of its work, and each ends 
with a harvest manifesting its fruits. The harvest at the 
close of the Jewish age was a period of forty years, lasting 
from the beginning of Jesus' ministry, when he was anoint' 
ed of God by the Spirit (Acts 10: 37, 38), A. D. 39, until 
the destruflion of Jerusalem, A, D, 70. In this harvest 
the Jewish age ended and the Gospel age began. There 
was a lapping of these dispensations, as represented in the 
diagram. 

The Jewish age ended in a measure when, at the end of 
his three and one-half years' ministry, the Lord rejected that 
nation, saying, "Your house is left unto you desolate." 
(Matt. 23 : 38.) Yet there was favor shown them for three 
and one-half years after this, by the confining to them of 
the Gospel call, in harmony with the prophet's declaration 
(Dan. 9 : 24-27) regarding seventy weeks (of years) of fa- 
vor toward them, in the midst of the last of which, Mes- 
siah should be cut off [die], but not for himself. "Christ 
died [not for himself, but] for our sins," and thus caused 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, in the midst of the 
week — three and one-half years before the expiration of the 
seventy covenant weeks of Jewish favor. When the true 
sacrifice had been made, of course the typical ones could 
no longer be recognized by Jehovah. 

There was, then, a fuller sense in which that Jewish age 
closed with the end of the seventieth week, or three and 
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one-half yeais after the cross — after which tne gospel was 
preached to the Gentiles also, beginning with Cornelius. 
(A(5ts 10 : 45.) This ended their age so far as God's favor 
toward and recognition of the Jewish church wa« con- 
cerned ; their national existence terminated in the great 
time of trouble which followed. 

In that period of the Jewish harvest the Gospel age had 
its beginning. The design of this age is the call, devel- 
opment and trial of "the Christ of God " — Head and body. 
This is the Spirit dispensation ; hence, it is proper to say 
that the Gospel age began with the anointing of Jesus " with 
the Holy Spirit and with power ' ' (A6ls 10 38 ; Luke 3:22; 
4:1, 18) at the time of his baptism. In relation to the 
ChtiTch, his body, it commenced three and a half years later. 

A "harvest" constitutes the closing period of the Gos- 
pel age also, during which there is again a lapping of two 
ages — the Gospel age ending, and the Restitution or Mil- 
lennial age beginning. The Gospel age closes by stages, 
as did its pattern or "shadow," the Jewish age. As there 
the first seven years of the harvest were devoted in a special 
sense to a work in and for Israel after the flesh, and were 
years of favor, so here we find a similar seven years indicated 
as having the same bearing upon the Gospel Church, to be 
followed by a period of trouble ("fire") upon the world, 
as a punishment for wickedness, and as a preparation for the 
reign of righteousness — of which more again. 

THE PATH TO GLORY, 

K, L, M, N, P, R, each represents a different plane. N 
is the plane of perfect human nature. Adam was on this 
plane before he sinned j but from the moment of disobedi- 
ence he fell to the depraved or sinful plane, R, on which 
all his posterity are born. This corresponds to the " Broad 
Way" which leads to destruftion. P represents the plane 
of typical justificatioQ, reckoned as efie^ed by the sacti- 
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Sees of the Law. It was not ataual perfeftion, for "the 
Law made nothing perfect," — Heb, 7 : 19. 

iV represents not only the plane of human perfeftion, as 
once occupied by the perfeft man, Adam, but also the 
standing of all justified peisons. " Christ died for our sins, 
according to the Scriptures," and in consequence all be- 
lievers in Christ — all who accept of his perfeft and finished 
work as their justifier — are, through faith, reckoned of God 
as justified, as though perfe6l men, as though they had never 
been sinners. In God's sight, then, all who accept of Christ 
as their Redeemer are reckonedly on the plane of human 
perfeiflion, N. This is the only standpoint from which man 
may approach God, or have any communion with him. All 
on this plane God calls sons — human sons. Adam was thus 
a son (Luke 3 : ;i&^, and had communion before he became 
disobedient. All who accept of our Lord Jesus' finished 
ransom work are counted or reckoned as restored to primitive 
purity ; and in consequence they have fellowship or com- 
munion with God. 

During the Gospel age God has made a special offer to 
justified human beings, telling them that on certain con- 
ditions they may experience a change of nattire, that they 
may cease to be earthly, human beings, and become heavenly, 
spiritual beings, like Christ, their Redeemer. Some be- 
lievers — ^justified persons — are satisfied with what joy and 
peace they have through believing in the forgiveness of 
their sins, and so do not heed the voice which calls them 
to come up higher. Others, moved by the love of God as 
shown in their ransom from sin, and feeling that they are 
not their own, having been bought with a price, say, " Lord, 
what wiit thon have me to do?" Such have the Lord's 
answer through Paul, who says, "I beseech you, bretkren, . 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
iocrifice^ holy, acceptable to God, your reasonable service:." 
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(Rom. 12 ; I.) What does the Apostle mean by thus u^ing 
the presentation of ouiselves as living sacrifices ? He means 
that we should consecrate to God's servioe every power and 
talent we possess, that henceforth we may live not for self, 
nor for friends, nor for family, nor for the world, nor for 
anything else but for, and in the obedient service of, him who 
bought us with his own precious blood. 

But since God would not accept of blemished or imper- 
fe<Sl typical sacrifices, and since wr all became sinners 
through Adam, can nlfe be acceptable sacrifices ? Paul shows 
that it is only because we are holy that we are acceptable sac- 
rifices. We are not holy like Jesus, who knew no sin, for 
we are of the condemned race ; nor yet because we have 
entirely succeeded in reaching perfedlion of conduft, for 
we reckon not to have attained that perfe£\ion to which we 
are called; but we have this treasure in (fragile and leaky) 
earthen vrasels, that the glory of our ultimate perfedlion 
may be seen to be of God's favor, and not of our own 
ability. But our holiness, and our acceptableness to God 
as sacrifices, come from the fadl that God has justified us 
freely from all sin, through our faith in Christ's sacrifice on 
our behalf. 

As many as appreciate and obey this call rejoice to be 
accounted worthy to suffer reproach for the name of Christ, 
and look not at the things that are seen, but at the things 
that are not seen — at the "crown of life" — "the prize 
of our high-calling in Christ Jesus" and "the glory that 
shall be revealed in us." These, from the moment of 
consecration to God, are no longer reckoned as men, but 
as having been begotten of God through the word of 
truth — no longer human, but thenceforth spiritual chil- 
. dren. They are now one step nearer the prize than when 
they first believed. But their spiritual being is yet imper- 
fe£l : they are only begotten, not yet bom of the spirit. 
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They are embryo spiritual children, on plane M—^^ plane 
of spirit begetting. Because begotten of the Spirit, they 
are no longer reckoned as human, but as spiritual ; for the 
human nature, once theirs, once justified, they have now 
given up or reckoned dead — a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable to and accepted of God. They are now new crea- 
tures in Christ Jesus ; old things (human hopes, will and am- 
bitions) have passed away, and all things have become new; 
for *' ye are not in the flesh, but in the spirit, if so be that 
the Spirit of God dwell in you." (z Cor. 5:17; Rom, 8 : 9,) 
If you have been begotten of the Spirit, " ye (as human 
beings) are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God." 

Plane L represents the condition q{ perfect spiritual \)c- 
ing ; but before plane L can be reached, the conditions of 
our covenant must be carried out. It is one thing to cov- 
enant with God that we will be dead to all human things, and 
a further thing to perform that covenant throughout our earth- 
ly career — keeping the "body under" (dead), keeping our 
own will out of sight, and performing only the Lord's will. 
The entrance upon plane Z is called birth, or the full entrance 
into life as a spirit being. The entire Church will enter on 
this plane when gathered out (selected) from the world • 
in the "harvest" or end of the Gospel age. The "dead 
in Christ shall rise first." Then we, who are alive and 
remain, shall be changed in a moment — made perfetl spirit- 
ual beings with bodies like unto Christ's glorious body (for 
"this mortal must put on immortality "). Then, that which 
is perfedi having come, that which is in part (the begotten 
condition with the various hindrances of the flesh to which 
we are now subje<5t) shall Ije done away. 

But there is a still further step to be taken beyond a per- 
fedlion of spiritual being, viz., to "the glory that shall fol- 
low " — plane K. We do not here refer to a glory of per- 
son, but to a glory of power or office. The reaching of 
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plane L brings full personal glory; i, e., glorious being, 
like unto Christ. But after we are thus perfe(5ted, and made 
entirely like our Lord and Head, we are to be associated 
with him in the "glory" of power and office — to sit with 
him in his throne, even as he, after being perfected at his 
resurre^ion, was exalted to the right hand of the Majesty 
on high. Thus shall we enter everlasting glory, plane IC. 

Let us now carefully study the chart and note its illustra- 
tions of the various features of the plan of God. In these 
illustrations we use the pyramid figure to represent perfec- 
tion, because of its fitness and because of evident reference 
to it in the Scriptures. 

Adam was a perfedt being, pyramid a. Notice its posi- 
tion — on plane N, which represents human perfeftion. On 
plane J?, the plane of sin and iraperfe<5lion or the de- 
praved plane, the topless pyramid, b, an imperfeft figure, 
represents fallen Adam and his posterity — depraved, sinful 
and condemned. 

Abraham and othets of that day, justified to fellowship 
with God on account of faith, are represented by a pyra- 
mid (c) on plane -A'', Abraham was a member of the de- 
praved human family and by nature belonged with the rest oa 
plane Ji; but Paul tells us that Abraham was justified by faith; 
that is, he was reckoned of God a sinless and perfeft man 
because of his faith. This, in God's estimation, lifted him 
up above the world of depraved sinful men to plane iV"/ 
and though a<5tually still imperfeft, he was received into the 
favor that Adam had lost, viz., communion wjth God as a 
"friend." (Jamesz:23,) AH on the perfe<5t (sinless) plane 
iV" are friends of God, and he is a friend of theirs ; but 
sinners (on plane J?) are at enmity against God — " enemies 
through wicked works." 

The world of mankind after the flood, represented b^ 
figure d, was still on plane Ji — still at enmity, where it. 
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continues until the Gospel Church is selected and the Mil- 
lennial age begins. 

" Israel after the flesh," during the Jewish age, when the 
typical sacrifices of bulls and goats cleansed them (not 
really, but typically, ' ' for the Law made nothing perfeA " 
— Heb. 7 : 19), were typically justified, hence they are 
{e) on plane P, the plane of typical justification, which 
lasted from the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai until 
Jesus made an end of the Law, nailing it to his cross. 
There the typical justification ended by the institution of 
the "better sacrifices" than the Jewish types, those which 
a(Stually ' ' take away the sin of the world ' ' and ' ' make the 
comers thereunto [actually] perfe<St." — Heb. 10: i. 

The fire of trial and trouble through which fleshly Israel 
passed, when Jesus was present, sifting them and taking out 
of their nominal church the wheat, the "Israelites indeed," 
and especially when, after the separation of the wheat, he 
*' burned up the chaff [the refuse part of that systeTn\ with 
tmquenchable fire," is illustrated by figure f. It was a time 
of trouble which they were powerless to avert. See Luke 
3 : 17, 21, 22 ; I Thess. 2 ; 16. 

Jesus, at the age of thirty years, was a perfedi, mature 
man (^), having left the glory of the spiritual condition 
and become a man in order that he (by the grace of God) 
should taste death for every man. The justice of God's 
law is absolute : an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth and 
a life for a life. It was necessary that aperfe<5l man should 
die for mankind, because the claims of justice could be met 
in no other way. The death of an angel could no more 
pay the penalty and release man than could the death of 
" bulls and of goats, which can never take away sin. ' ' There- 
fore, he who is termed "the Beginning of the creation of 
God " became a man, was "made flesh," that he might give 
that ransom (corresponding price) which would redeem 
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tnankind. He must have been a perfeiSl man else he could 
have done no more than any member of the fallen race 
to pay the price. He was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners." He took the same form or like* 
ness which sinners have — "the likeness of sinful flesh" — 
the human likeness. But he took that likeness in its per- 
fection ; he did not partake of its sin nor did he share its 
impcrfeftion, except as he voluntarily shared the sorrows 
and pains of some during his ministry, taking their pains 
and infirmities as he imparted to them his vitality and health 
and strength. It is written that " Himself took our infirmi- 
ties and bare our sicknesses" (Isa, 53 : 4), and " virtue [life, 
vitality, vigor] went out of him and healed them all." — 
Mark s : 30 ; Luke 6:19; Matt. 8 : 16, 17. 

Being found in fashion as a (perfe^ft) man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient unto death. He presented 
himself to God, saying, "Lo, I come (in the volume of the 
book it is written of me) to do thy will, God " — and sym- 
bolized this consecration by a baptism in water. When he 
thus presented himself, consecrated his being, his offering 
was holy (pure) and acceptable to God, who showed his 
acceptance by filling him with his Spirit and power — when 
the Holy Spirit came upon him, thus anointing him. 

This filling with the Spirit was the begetting to a new 
nature — the divine — which should be fully developed or 
bom when he had fully accomplished the off'ering — the sac- 
rifice of the human nature. This begetting was a step up 
from human conditions, and is shown by pyramid h, on plane 
M, the plane of spirit begetting. On this plane Jesus spent 
three and one-half years of his life — until his human exist- 
ence ended on the cross. Then, after being dead three 
days, he was raised to life — to the perfect ion of spirit be- 
ing (/, plane X), bom of the Spirit — " the first bom from 
the dead." "That which is dorh of the Spirit is spirit." 
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Jesus, therefore, at and after his resurre<5lion, was a spirit — 
a spirit being, and no longer a human being in any sense. 

True, after his resurrection he had power to appear, and 
did appear, as a man, in order that he might teach his dis- 
ciples and prove to them that he was no longer dead ; but 
he was not a man, and was no longer controlled by human 
conditions, but could go and come as the wind (even when 
the doors were shut), and none could tell whence he came 
or whither he went. "Jo is every one that is bom of the 
Spirit," — John 3; 8. Compare 20: ig, 26. 

From the moment of his consecration to sacrifice, at the 
time of his baptism, the human had been reckoned dead — 
and there the new nature was reckoned begun, which was 
completed at the resurre<aion, when he reached the perfe<S 
spirit plane, L — was raised a spiritual body. 

Forty days after his resurreiftion, Jesus ascended to the 
majesty on high — the plane of divine glory, K (pyramid K). 
During the Gospel age he has been in glory (/), "set down 
with the Father on his throne," and Head over his Church 
on eartii — her dire<5lorandguide. Duringthisentire Gospel 
age the Church has been in process of development, dis- 
cipline and trial, to the intent that in the end or harvest of 
the age she may become his bride and joint-heir. Hence 
she has fellowship in his sufferings, that she may be also 
glorified together with him (plane K), when the proper time 
comes. 

The steps of the Church to glory are the same as those 
of her Leader and Lord, who " hath set us an example that 
we should walk in his footsteps ' ' — except that the Church 
starts from a lower plane. Our Lord, we have seen, came 
into the world on the plane of human perfection, N, while 
all we of the Adamic race are on a lower plane, R — the 
plane of sin, imperfection and enmity against God. The 
first thing necessary for us, then, is to be fustified, and thus 
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to reach plane N. How is this accomplished ? Is it by 
good works ? No ; sinners can do no good works. We 
could not commend ourselves to God, so "God commend- 
ed his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us." (Rom. 5:8.) Then the condition upoa 
which we come to the justified or perfect human plane is 
that Christ died for our sins, redeemed us and lifted us up, 
*' through faith in his blood," to the perfeft plane, from 
•which, in Adam, we fell. ** We are justified [lifted to plane 
If'\ by faith," And "being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God " (Rom. 5:1), and are no longer esteemed 
by God as enemies, but as justified human sons, on the 
same plane as Adam and our Lord Jesus, except that they 
•were aiftually perfeft, while we are merely reckoned so by 
God, This reckoned justification we realize through faith. 
inGod'sWord, which says, Ye are "bought," "redeemed," 
"justified freely from all things." We stand in God's 
sight blameless, spotless and holy in the robes of Christ's 
righteousness imputed to us by faith. Our sins he consent- 
ed to have imputed to him, that he might bear our penalty 
for us ; and he died on our behalf, as though he were the 
einner. His righteousness is consequently imputed to all 
who accept of his redemption, and brings with it all the 
rights and blessings originally possessed before sin entered. 
It restores us to life and to fellowship with God. This fel- 
lowship we may have at once by the exercise of faith, and 
the life and fuller fellowship and joy are assured — in God's 
**due time." 

But remember that while justification is a blessed thing, it 
does not change our nature*: we are still human beings. 

♦The word nature is used in an accommcxlated sense when it is said 
of a man that he is ili-natured. Stri<flly speaking, no man is evil by 
natuie. Human nature is " very good," an ^arM/y twn^ of the divine 
tutuie. So every man is of a good nature, Ihe difficulty being that thin 



Plan of tke Ages. 3°! 

We are saved from the wretched state of sin and alienation 
from God, and instead of being human sinners we are hu- 
man sons ; and now, because we are sons, God speaks to 
us as such. During the Gospel age he has been calling for 
the "little flock" of "joint-heirs," saying, "My son, give 
me thine heart" — that is, give yourself, all your earthly 
powers, your will, your talents, your all, to me, even as Jesus 
hath set you an example ; and I will make you & son on a 
higher plane than the hunian. I will make you a spiritual 
son, with a spirit body like the risen Jesus — "the ex- 
press image of the Father's person. " If you will give up all 
of the earthly hopes, ambitions, aims, etc., consecrate the 
human nature entirely, and use it up in my service, I wiU 
give you a higher nature than the rest of your race ; I will 
make you a "partaker of the divine nature " — an "heir of 
God and a joint -heir with Jesus Christ, if so be that you 
suffer with him, that you may be also glorified Xag^'Ca&zy 

Tht»e who rightly value this prize set before them in the 
gospel gladly lay aside every weight and run with patience 
the appointed race, that they may win it. Our works were 
not called for to secure our justification : our Lord Jesus 
did all the work that could be done to that end, and when, 
by faith, we accepted of his finished work, we were justified, 
lifted to plane N. But now, if we would go further, we 
cannot go without works. True, we must not lose our faith, 
else we will thereby lose our justification ; but being justi- 
fied, and continuing in faith, we are able (through the grace 
given unto us by our begetting of the Spirit) to do works, 
to bring forth fruit acceptable to God. And God requires 

good nature has become depraved. It is tben tmnatuial for a man to be 
«vil, brutal, etc., and natural for him to be God-like. It is in this, its 
primary sense, that we use tlie word naUtri, above. We are justified by 
Cbrist to a full return to alt the pnviteges and blessings of our human 
nature — the earthly imageof God, 
20 
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this ; for it is the sacrifice we covenanted to make. God 
requires that we show our appreciation of the great prize 
by giving all that we have and are for it ; not to men, but 
to God — a sacrifice holy and, through Christ, acceptable to 
him— our reasonable service. 

When we present all these things, we say : Lord, how 
wouldst thou have me deliver this, my sacrifice, my time, 
talent, influence, etc., to thee? Then, examining God's 
Word for an answer, we hear his voice instrudling us to de- 
liver our all to him as, our Lord Jesus did, by doing good 
unto all men as we have opportunity, especially to the house- 
hold of faith — serving them with spiritual or with natural food, 
clothing them in Christ's righteousness or with the earthly 
raiment, as we may have ability, or as they may need. 
Having consecrated all, we are begotten of the Spirit, we 
have reached plane M; and now, through the power given 
imto us, if we use it, we will be able to perform all of our 
covenant, and to come off conquerors, and more than con- 
querors, through (the power or Spirit of) him who loved us 
and bought us with his own precious blood. But, thus walk- 
ing in the footsteps of Jesus, 

" Ne'er thinlc the Tictory won, 

Nor once at ease sit down. 
Thine arduous work will not be done 

Till thou hast gained thy crown." 

The crown will be won when we, like our faithful Brother 
Paul, have fought a good fight and finished the course, but 
not sooner. Until then, the flame and incense of our sac- 
rifice of labor and service must ascend daily — a sacrifice 
of sweet odor imto God, accepte.ble through Jesus Christ, 
OUT Lord. 

Those of this overcoming class who "sleep" will be 
raised spirit beings, plane Z, and those of the same class 
who are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord will 
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■fae "changed" to the same plane of spirit being, and will 
not "sleep" for a moment, though the "change" will ne- 
cessitate the dissolution of the earthen vessel. No longer 
weak, earthly, mortal, corruptible beings, these will then be 
fully bom of the Spirit — heavenly, spiritual, incorruptible, 
immortal beings. — i Cor. 15 : 44, 52. 
■ We know not how long it will be after their "change," 
or perfe<Sting as spirit beings (plane L ), before they, as a 
fiiU and complete company, will be glorified (plane K) with 
the Lord, united with him in power and great glory. This 
unifying and full glorification of the entire body of Christ 
•with the Head we understand to be the "marriage of the 
Lamb ' ' to his Bride, when she shall fiiUy enter into the 
joys of her Lord. 

Look again at the chart — «, m,p, q sect four distin<3 
classes which unitedly represent the nominal Gospel 

Church as a whole, claiming to be the body of Christ. 
Both the M and m classes are on the spirit-begotten plane, 
M, These two classes have existed together throughout the 
Gospel age; both covenanted with God to become living 
sacrifices ; both were "accepted in the beloved ' ' and begot- 
ten by the Spirit as "new creatures." The difference be- 
tween them is this : « represents those who are fulfilling 
their covenant and are dead with Christ to earthly will, aims 
and ambitions, while m represents the larger company of 
the spirit-begotten children who have covenanted, but who, 
alas 1 shrink back from the performance of their covenant. 
The n class consists of the overcomers who will be the Bride 
of Christ, who will sit with the lx>rd in his throne in glory 
— plane K. This is the "little flock" to whom it is the 
Father's good pleasure to give the Kingdom. (Luke la : 33.) 
Those of the ot class shrink from the death of the hun^n 
will, but God still loves them, and therefore will bring them 
by the way of adversity and trouble to plane L, the perfect 
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qiiritual pUne. But they will have lost the right to plane 
JT, liie thtoBe of gloiy, becavee they were not overcomeis. 
If we prize our Father's love, if we desire our Lord's ap- 
proval, if we aspire to be members of his body, hit Bride, 
and to Kit in his throne, we must fulfil our covenant of sac- 
rifice feithfully and willingly. 

The majority of the nominal Church is represented by 
se^ion /. Notice that they are not on plane M, but on 
plane N. They are justified but not san<^ified. They are 
not fully consecrated to God, and not begotten, therefore, 
as spirit beings. They are higher than the world, however, 
because they accept of Jesus as their ransom from sin ; but 
they have not accepted the high-calling of this age to be- 
come part of the spiritual family of God. If they contin- 
ue in faith and fully submit to the righteous laws of Christ's 
Kingdom, in the Times of Restitution, they will Anally 
attain the likeness of the perfe<5t earthly man, Adam. They 
will completely recover all that was lost through him. They 
will attain the same human perfiet^ion, mental, moral and 
physical, and will again be in the image of God, as Adam 
was; foi: to all this they were redeemed. Andtheirpositionof 
justification, plane N, as those who have heard and believed 
in the salvation through Christ, is a special blessing which 
they by faith enjoy sooner than the general world (for all 
shall be brought to an accurate knowledge of the Truth, in 
the Millennial age). These, however, will have had the 
advantage of an earlier start and some progress in the right 
direction. But class / fails to improve the real benefit of 
this faith justification in the present time. It is granted 
now for the special purpose of enabling some to make the 
acceptable sacrifice, and to become the n class as members 
of "the body of Christ." Those of class/ receive the 
favor of God [justification] "<« vain" (a Cor. 6 ; i) : they 
ful to use it to go on and present themselves acceptable 
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sacrifices, dining this time in which sacrifices are acceptable 
to God. Those of this class, though not "saints," not 
members of the consecrated "body," are called "t*eth- 
ren " by the Apostle. (Rom. 12: i.) In the same sense the 
entire race, when restored, will forever be brethren of the 
Christ, and children of God, though of a different nature. 
God is the Father of all in harmony with him, on every 
plane and of every nature. 

Another class conne<Sed with the nominal Church, which 
never did believe in Jesus as the sacrifice for its sins, and 
which consequently is not justified — not on plane JV—is 
represented be!owpIaneiV,bysection^. Theseare"wolves 
in sheep's clothing ;" yet they call themselves Christians, 
and are recognized as members of the nominal Church. 
They are not truly believers in Christ as their Redeemer j 
they belong to plane R ; they are part of the world, and 
are out of place in the Church and a great injury to it. In 
this mixed condition, with these various classes, n, m, p and 
q, mingling together and all calling themselves Christians, 
the Church has existed throughout the Gospel age. As our 
Lord foretold, the nominal kingdom of heaven (the nomi- 
nal Church) is like a field sown with wheat and tares. And 
he said he would " let both grow together until the harvest " 
in the end of the age. In the time of harvest he will say 
unto the reapers ("the angels" — messengers). Gather to- 
gether the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, 
but gather the wheat into my barn. — Matt. 13 : 38, 41, 49. 

These words of our Lord show us that while he purposed 
that boih should grow together during the age, and be 
recognized as members of the nominal Church, he also pur- 
posed that there should come a time of separation between 
these different elements, when those who are truly the 
Church, his saints («), approved and owned of God, should 
be made manifest. — Matt. 13; 39. 
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During llie Gospel age the good seed has been growing, 
and tares or counterfeits also. "The good seed is the chil- 
dren of the kingdom," the spiritual children, classes n and 
m, while "the tares are the children of the wicked one." 
All of class ^, and many of class p, are therefore "tares ;" 
for "no man can serve two masters," and "his servants you 
aietowhomyourenderservice." Asthosein class / do not 
consecrate their service and talents to the Lord that bought 
them — a reasonable service — doubtless they give much of 
their time and talent really in opposition to God, and hence 
in the service of the enemy. 

Now notice on the chart the harvest or end of the Gos- 
pel age : notice the two parts into which it is divided — 
seven years and thirty-three years, the exaft parallel of the 
harvest of the Jewish age. This harvest, like the Jewish 
one, is to be first a time of trial and sifting upon the Church, 
and afterward a time of wrath or pouring out of the "seven 
last plagues" upon the world, including the nominal Church. 
The Jewish Church was the "shadow" or pattern on the 
fleshly plane of all that the Gospel Church enjoys on the 
spiritual plan3. That which tried fleshly Israel in the har- 
vest of their age was the truth then presented to them. 
The truth then due was the sickle, and it separated the 
" Israelites indeed " from the nominal Jewish Church ; and 
of the true wheat there was but a fragment compared to the 
professors. So also is the harvest of this age. The har- 
vest of the Gospel age, like that of the Jewish age, is under 
the supervision of the chief reaper, our Lord Jesus, who 
must then be present. (Rev. 14 : 14.) The first work of our 
Lord in the harvest of this age will be to separate the true 
from the false. The nominal Church, because of her mixed 
condition, the Lord calls " Babylon " — confusion ; and the 
harvest is the time for separating the different classes in 
the nominal Chwch, and for ripening and perfefling the « 
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class. Wheat will be separated from tares, ripe wheat 
from tmripe, etc. Those in claK » are a "first fruits" of 
the wheat, and after being separated they will, in due time, 
become Christ's bride, and be forever with and like her Lord. 
The separation of this little flock from Babylon is shown 
by figure j. She is on the way to become ene with the 
Lord, and to bear his name and share his glory. The glo- 
rified Christ, Head and body, is shown by figure ac. Fig- 
ures /, u and V represent Babylon — the nominal Church — 
falling, going to pieces during "the time of trouble" in 
the "day of our Lord." Though this may seem to be a 
dread&l thing, yet it will adtually be of great advantage to 
all the true wheat. Babylon falls because she is not what 
she claims to be. The Church nominal contains many hyp- 
ocrites, who have associated themselves with her because 
of her honorable standing in the eyes of the world, and 
who, by their condufl are making Babylon a stench in the 
nostrils of the world. The Lord always knew their real 
charafler, but according to his purpose he lets them alone 
until the harvest, when he will " gather out of [or from] 
his kingdom [true Church, and bind in bundles] all things 
that offend, amd them which do iniquity, and cast them into 
a furnace of fire [trouble, destructive to their nominal sys- 
tem and false profession]. . . . Then shall the righteous 
[the M class] shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. (Matt. 13 : 41-43.) The trouble coming upon the 
Church will be occasioned in great measure by the growth 
of Infidelity and Spiritism, of various kinds, which will be 
severe trials because Babylon holds so many doctrines con- 
trary to God's Word. As in the harvest of the Jewish 
age the cross of Christ was to the Jew, expefling glory and 
power, a stumbling block, and to the worldly-wise Greek, 
foolishness, so in the harvest of the Gospel age it will again 
be the stone of stumbling and rock of offense. 
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Every one who has built upon Christ anything else than 
the gold, silver and precious stones of truth, and a character 
consistent therewith, will find himself sorely beset during 
the time of wrath (" fire ") ; for all the wood, hay and stub- 
ble of do(5lrine and faadtice will be consumed. Those who 
have built properly, and who consequently possess the ap- 
proved charafler, are represented by iigure s, while / rep- 
resents the "great company," begotten of the Spirit, but 
who have built with wood, hay and stubble — wheat, but not 
fully ripened at the time of the gathering of the first 
fruits (J). They (/ ) lose the prize of the throne and the 
divine nature, but will finally reach birth as spirit beings of 
an order lower than the divine nature. Though these are 
truly consecrated, they are overcome by the worldly spirit 
to such an extent that they fail to render their lires in sac- 
rifice. Even in "the harvest," while the living members 
of the Bride are being separated from others by the truth, 
the ears of others, including class t, will be dull of hear- 
ing. They will be slow to believe and slow to a6l in that 
time of separation. They will, no doubt, be greatly dis- 
mayed when they afterward realize that the Bride has been 
completed and united to the Lord, and that they, because 
so listless and overcharged, have lost that great prize ; but 
the beauty of God's plan, which they will then b^n to 
discern as one of love, both for them and for all the world 
of mankind, will quite overcome their grief, and they will 
shout "Alleluia I for the Lord God omnipotent reignetfa. 
Let us be glad, and rejoice, and give honor to him, for the 
marriage of the Lamb is c«me, and his wife hath made 
herself ready." (Rev. 19:6, ;.) Notice, too, the abundant 
provision of the Lord ; the message is sent to them — Though 
you are not the Bride of the Lamb, you may be present at 
the marriage supper — "Blessed are they which are called 
unto the marriage supper of the Lamb," (Verse 9.) This 
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company will, in due time, thiough the Lord's chasttae- 
ments, come fully into harmony with him and his plan, and 
will wash their robes, that they may ultimately reach a posi- 
tion next to the Bride— ^, on the fipiritual plane, i. — 
Rev. 7; 14, 15. 

The time of trouble, as it will ^oEt the world, will be 
after Babylon has begun to fall and disintegrate. It will 
be an overturning of all human society and governments, 
preparing the world for the reign of righteousness. During 
the time of trouble, fleshly Israel (^), which was cast off until 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, will be restored to 
God's favor, and the Gospel Church, or spiritual Israel, will 
be completed and glorified. During the Millennial age 
Israel will be the chief nation of earth, at the head of «11 
on the earthly plane of being, into oneness and harmony 
with which all the obedient will be gradually diawn. 

Their restoration to petfe<^ human nature, as well as that of 
the world in general, will be a gradual work, requiring all of 
the M i lien n ial age for i ts full accompli shmen t . Duri ng that 
thousand years' reign of Christ, the results of Adamic death 
willbegradually swallowed up or destroyed .Its various sta ges 
— sickness,' pain and weakness, as well as the tomb — will 
yield obedience to the Great Restorer's power, until at the 
end of that age the great pyramid of our chart will be 
complete. The Christ (x) will be the head of all things 
— of the great company, of angels, and of men — next 
to the Father; next in order or rank will be the great 
company, spirit beings (^), and next, angels; then Israel 
after the flesh {£), including only Israelites indeed, at the 
head of earthly nations ; then the world of men (iif), re- 
stored to perfeiftion of being, like the head of the human 
race, Adam, before he sinned. This restoration will be ac- 
complished gradually during the Millennial age — the "times 
of restitution." (Adts 3: 21.) Some, however, will be 
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destroyed from among the people: first, all who, under full 
light and opportunity, for one hundred years refuse to make 
progress toward righteousness and perfeflion (Isa. 6 5 : zo); 
and second, those who, having progressed to perfeftion, in 
a fioal testing at the close of the Millennium prove unfaith- 
ful (Rev. ao : 9,) Such die the second death, from which 
there is no resurrection or restitution promised. But one 
full individual trial is provided. But one ransom will ever 
be given. Christ dieth no more. 

When we look at our Father's great plan for the exalta- 
tion of the Church and the blessing through it of Israel 
and alt the families of the earth by a r^titution of all things, 
it reminds us of the song of the angels ; ' ' Glory to God in the 
highest ; on earth, peace, good will toward men !" That 
will be the consummation of God's plan — "the gathering 
together of all things in Christ." Who will then say that 
God's plan has been a failure ? Who will then say that he 
has not overruled evil for good, and made the wrath of both 
men and devib to praise him ? 

The figure of a pyramid not only serves well the purpose 
of iUustraiing perfect beings, but it continues to answer the 
purpose of illustration in representing the oneness of the 
whole creation, as in the fulfilment of God's plan it will be 
tme, when the harmony and perfedlion of all things will 
be attained under the headship of Christ, the Head, not 
only of the Church which is his body, but also of all things 
in heaven and in earth. — Eph, i ; 10. 

Christ Jesus was the "beginning," "the head," "the 
top-stone," the "chief (upper) corner-stone" of this grand 
strudlure, which as yet is only commenced ; and into har- 
mony with the lines and angles of the top-stone must every 
under-stone be built. No matter how many kinds of stones 
may be in this stm^flure, no matter how many distinct na- 
tures there may be among God's sons, earthly and heavenly. 



I'lan of the Ages. 311 

they all, to be everlastingly acceptable to him, must be con- 
fonned to the image of his Son. All who will be of this 
building must partake of the spirit of obedience to God, and 
of love toward him and all his creatures (so amply illustrated 
in Jesus), the fulfilment of the law — Thou shall love the Lord 
Tvith all thy heart, mind, soul and strength, and thy neigh- 
bor as thyself. 

In the process (as God's Word outlines this gathering to- 
gether in one of all things, both heavenly and earthly, under 
one head), Christ Jesus, the head, was first selefted ; sec- 
ondly, the Church, which is his body. Angels and other 
spirit classes will rank next; then the worthies of Jsrael 
and the world. Beginning with the highest, the ordering 
shall proceed until all who will shall have been brought 
into harmony and oneness. 

One peculiarity is that this tried, chief, corner top-stone 
is laid first and called a foundation stone. Thus is illus- 
trated the fa6t that the foundation of all hope toward God 
and righteousness is laid, not on the earth, but in the heavens. 
And those built under it and united to this heavenly foun- 
dation are held to it by heavenly attra<5lions and laws. 
And though this order is the very opposite of an earthly 
building, how appropriate that the stone in whose likeness 
the entire structure is to be found should be laid first. And 
how appropriate also to find that our foundation is laid 
upward, not dtrwmsiard ; and that we, as living stones, are 
"built up into him in all things." Thus the work will 
progress during the Millennial age, until every creature, of 
every nature, in heaven and in earth, will be praising and 
serving God in conformity with the lines of perfeft obedi- 
ence. The universe will then be clean ; for in that day 
" It shall come to pass that the soul that will not hear that 
Ihrophet shall be cut off fi*om among the people" — in the 
second death. — A<Ss 3 ; 32, 23, 
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THE TABKRHACLE OP THE W1LDERKESS. 

The same lesson shown in the Chart of the Ages is here 
taught in this divinely arranged type, the lessons of which 
will be more fuHy examined subsequently. We place it 
alongside, that the different planes or steps to the Holy of 
Holies may be duly noted or appreciated, as teaching the 
same steps already examined in detail. Outside the court 
of the tabernacle lies the whole world in sin, on the de- 
praved plane, R. Entering through the "gate" into the 
"court," we become believere or ^j^Cyf^^ persons, on plane 
N. Those who go forward in consecration press to the 
door of the Tabernacle, and, entering in (plane JSf ), become 
priests. They are strengthened by the "shew bread," en- 
lightened by the "candlestick" and enabled to offer ac- 
ceptable incense to God by Jesns Christ at the "Golden 
Altar." Finally, in the first resarrediion, they enter the 
perfedl spiritual condition, or "Most Holy" (plane Z), 
and are then associated with Jesns in the glory of the king- 
dom, plane K. 

THE BLESSED HOPE. 

"A little while, earth's fightiags will be orerf 
A little while, her teais be wiped awaj ; 
A little while, the power of JehoTah 
ShaQ turn thia darkneM to Milleonial Daj, 

"A Uttle while, the ilU that now o'erwhelm mea 
SIiaU to the memories of the past belong ; 
A Uttle while, the love that once redeemed tbem 
Shall change their weejMog into grateful aoDg. 

•"A little while 1 'Tis ever drawing nearer — 
The brighter dawning of that glorious day. 
niise God, the light is hoirrty growing clearer. 
Shining mote and more unto the perfect day." 



STUDY xm. 

THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD. 

Tm FlS9T DoHimoif, — Its FoKPimnis^ — Its KsssHmoif avd Regtdkatioiiv 
— Tki Tthcal Kihcdou of Geo.— Tick Usuapan.— Two Phasbs of tub 
PRis^Errr DoMiHiDM. — The Powers trat be, OROAitiED of God^-^^Nebuchad- 
muAs's Visit or TsDi.—DAjnBL's View ahb Ihte^turatioh.— Tns Kiwo 

^OKS OF TUilS WOSXH VlJBVBll FROM AHOTHBIt STAtlDPOlNT. — ThE PROPER Re- 

I^t-IONSHIP OF THE Chusch TO Preseftt Govbrnhents, — The Bivine Kigkt 
OF Kthss BitnFLv EsAUiiiEa.— CtAimoF CxsnTsmoii Fiua.^A BnrasK 

HoF< ur TiJE Fjftm Univsesai, Empire. 

TN the first chapter of the Divine Revelation, God declares 
^ his purpose coDoeming hts earthly creation and its 
gorvemment : " And God said. Let ue make man in our im- 
age, after our likeness, and Let them have dominion ovar 
the fish o( the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, aad over every creeping 
thing tlut creepeth upon the earth. So God created man 
in his own image; in the image of God created he him: 
male and female created he them. And God blessed them. 
And God said to them. Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth, and subdue it ; and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth." 

Thus the dominion of earth was placed in the hands of 
the human race as represented in the first man Adam, who 
was perre<5t, and therefore fully qualified to be the lord, ruler 
or king of earth. This commission to multiply, and fill, 
and subdue, and have dominion over the earth was not to 
Adam alone, but to all mankind : " Let f/i€m have domin- 
ion," etc. Had the human race remained perfect and sin* 
less, this dominion would never have passed out of its 
hands. 
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It will be noticed that in this commission no man is 
given dominion or authority over fellow-men, but the whole 
race is given dominion over the earth, to cultivate and to 
make use of its products for the common good. Not only 
its vegetable and mineral wealth is thus placed at man's 
command, but also all its varieties of animal life are at his 
disposal and for his service. Had the race remained per- 
feft and carried out this original design of the Creator, as 
it grew in numbers it would have been necessary for men 
to consult together, and to systematize their efforts, and to 
devise ways and means for the just and wise distribution of 
the common blessings. And as, in the course of time, it 
would have been impossible, because of their vast numbers, 
to meet and consult together, it would have been necessary 
for various classes of men to elect certain of their number 
to represent them, to voice their common sentiments, and 
to a(5t for them. And if all men were perfect, mentally, 
physically, and morally ; if every man loved God and his 
regulations supremely, and his neighbor as himself, there 
would have been no fri6tion in such an arrangement. 

Thus seen, the original design of the Creator for earth's 
government was a Republic in form, a government in which 
each individual would share ; in which every man would be a 
sovereign, amply qualified in every particular to exercise the 
duties of his office for both his own and the general good. 

This dominion of earth conferred upon man had but 
one contingency upon which its everlasting continuance 
depended ; and that was that this divinely-conferred ruler- 
ship be always exercised in harmony with the Supreme 
Ruler of the universe, whose one law, briefly stated, is 
Love. "Love is the fulfilling of the law." "Thou shall 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind; . . . and thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself." — Rom. 13: 10; Matt. 22 : 37-40. 
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Concerning this great feivor conferred upon man, David, 
praising God, says: "Thou madest him a little lower than 
the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honor; 
thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy 
hands." (Psa-, 8:5,6.) This dominion given to man- 
kind in the person of Adam was the first establishment o( 
the Kingdom of God on the earth. Man thus exercised 
dominion as God's representative. But man's disobedi- 
ence to the Supreme Ruler forfeited hot only his Ufe, but 
also all his rights and privileges as God's representative ruler 
of earth. He was thenceforth a rebel, dethroned and con- 
demned to death. Then speedily the kingdom of God on 
earth ceased, and has not since been established, except for 
a short time, in a typical manner, in Israel. Although in 
Eden man lost his right to life and dominion, neither ^ras 
taken from him suddenly ; and while the condemned life lasts 
man is permitted to exercise the dominion of earth according 
to his own ideas and ability, until God's due time for him 
whose right it is to take the dominion which he purchased. 

Our Lord's death redeemed or purchased not only man, but 
also all his original inheritance, including the dominion of 
earth. Having purchased it, the title is now in him : he 
is now the rightful heir, and in due time, and shortly, he 
will take possession of his purchase. (Eph. t : 14.) But as 
he bought man not for the sake of holding him as his 
slave, but that he might restore him to his former estate, 
so with the dominion of earth : he purchased it and all 
of man's original blessings for the purpose of restoring them 
when man is again made capable of exercising them in har- 
mony with the will of God. Hence the reign of Messiah 
on earth will not be everlasting. It will continue only until, 
by his strong iron rule, he will have put down all rebellion 
and insubordination, and restored the fallen race to the orig- 
inal perfection, when they will be Ailly capable of rightly 



3'fi The Plan of the Ages. 

exercising the dominion of earth as originally designed. 
When thus restored, it will again be the Kingdom of God 
on earth, under man, God's appointed representative. 

During the Jewish age God organized the people of Israel 
as his kingdom, under Moses and the Judges — a sort of Re< 
public — but it was typical only. And the more despotic rule 
afterward established, esptecially under David and Solomon, 
was in some respe<3s typical of the kingdom promised, 
when Messiahshotild reign. Unlike the surrounding nations, 
Israel had Jehovah for their King, and their rulers nominally 
served under him, as we learn &om Psa. 78 : 70, 7r. This 
is quite definitely stated in 2 Chron. 13:8 and i Chron. 
29 : 23, where Israel is called "the Kingdonrof the Lord," 
and where it is said that Solomon "sat on the thkome of 
THE LORD, instead of David his father," who sat upon or 
exercised the rule of the same throne for the forty years 
previous, following Saul, the first king. 

When the people of Israel transgre^ed against the Lord, he 
chastised them repeatedly, until finally he took away their 
kingdom entirely. In the days of Zedekiah, the last who 
reigned of the line of David, the scepter of royal power was re- 
moved. There the typical kingdom of God was overthrown. 

God's decision relative to the matter is expressed in the 
voids, "Thou profime, wicked prince of Israel, whose day 
is come, when iniquity shall have an end. Thus saith the 
Lord God : Remove the diadem, and take off the crown : 
this shall not be the same. ... I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn it ; and it shall be NO more, until he come, whose 
right it is; and I will give it him." (Ezek. 21 : 25-27.) 
In fulfilment of this prophecy the king of Babylon came 
against Israel, took the people captive and removed their 
king. Though afterward restored to national existence by 
Cyras the Persian, they were subjects and tribute payers to 
the successive empires of Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome, 
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down to the final destmftion of their nationality, A. D. 70, 
since which time they have been scattered among all nations. 

The kingdom of Israel is the only one, since the fall, 
which God ever recognized as in any way representing his 
government, laws, etc. There had been many nations be- 
fore theirs, but no other could rightfully claim God as its 
founder, or that its rulers were God's representatives. 
When the diadem was taken from Zedekiah and the king- 
dom of Israel was overturned, it was decreed that it should 
remain overturned until Christ, the rightful heir of the 
world, should come to claim it. Thus, inferentially, all 
other kingdoms in power until the re-establishment of God's 
kingdom are branded "kingdoms of this world," under 
the "prince of this world;" and hence any claims put 
forth by any of them to being kingdoms of God are spuri- 
ous. Nor was this Kingdom of God "sex up" at the 
iiist advent of Christ. (Luke ig: la.) Then and since then 
God has been selecting from the world those who shall be 
accounted worthy to reign with Christ as Joint-heirs of 
that throne. Not until his second advent will Christ take 
the kingdom, the power and the glory, and reign Lord of all. 

All other kingdoms than that of Israel are Scrtpturally 
called heathen or Gentile kingdoms — "the kingdoms of 
this world," under the "prince of this world" — Satan. 
The removal of God's kingdom in the days of Zedekiah 
left the world without any government of which God could 
approve, or whose laws or affairs he specially supervised. 
The Gentile governments God recognized indireftly, in 
that he publicly declares his decree (Luke ai ; 24) that dur- 
ing the interregnum the control of Jerusalem and the 
world should be exercised by Gentile governments. 

This interregnum, or intervening period of time between 
the removal of God's scepter and government and the 
testoiatioQ of the same in greater power and glory in 
21 
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Christ, is Scripturally termed " The Times of the Gentiies. " 
And these "times" or years, during which the "king- 
doms of this world" are permitted to rule, are fixed and 
limited, and the time for the 're-establishment of God's 
Kingdom under Messiah is equally fixed and marked in 
Scripture. 

Evil as these Gentile governments have been, they were 
permitted or " ordained of God " for a wise purpose. (Rom. 
13: I.) Their imperfedlion and misrule form a part of 
the general lesson on the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and 
prove the inability of fallen man to govern himself, even 
to his own satisfadlion. God permits them, in the main, 
to carry out their own purposes as they may be able, over- 
ruling them only when they would interfere with his plans. 
He designs that eventually all shall work for good, and that 
finally even the '/ wrath of man shall praise him. ' ' The 
remainder, that would work no good, serve no purpose or 
teach no lesson, he restrains. — Psa. 76 : 10. 

Man's inability to establish a perfedl government is at- 
tributable to his own weaknesses in his fallen, depraved 
condition. These weaknesses, which of themselves would 
thwart human efforts to produce a perfedl government, have 
also been taken advantage of by Satan, who first tempted 
man to disloyalty to the Supreme Ruler. Satan has con- 
tinually taken advantage of man's weaknesses, made good 
to appear evil, and evil to appear good ; and he has mis- 
represented God's charadler and plans and blinded men 
to the truth. Thus working in the hearts of the children 
of disobedience (Eph. 2 : 2), he has led them captive at his 
"will and made himself what our Lord and the apostles call 
him — the prince or ruler of this world. (John 14:30; 
12:31.) He is not the prince of this world by right, but 
by usurpation; through fraud and deception and control 
of fallen men. It is because he is a usurper that he will be 
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summarily deposed. Had he a real title as prince of this 
world, he would not thus be dealt with. 

Th-us it will be seen that the dominion of earth, as at 
present exercised, has both an invisible and a visible phase. 
The former is the spiritual, the latter the human phase — 
the visible earthly kingdoms measurably under the control of 
a spiritual prince, Satan. It was because Satan po^essed 
such control that he could offer to make our Lord the 
supreme visible sovereign of the earth under his direftion. 
(Matt. 4 ; 9-) When the Times of the Gentiles expire, both 
phases of the present dominion will terminate : Satan will be 
bound and the kingdoms of this world will be overthrown. 

The fallen, blinded, groaning creation has for centuries 
plodded along its weary way, defeated at every step, even 
its best endeavors proving fruitless, yet ever hoping that 
the golden age dreamed of by its philosophers was at hand. 
It knows not that a still greater deliverance than that 
for which it hopes and groans is to come through the de- 
spised Najarene and his followers, who as the Sons of God 
will shortly be manifested in kingdom power for its de- 
liverance. — Rom. 8; zz, 19. 

In order that his children should not be in darkness 
relative to his permission of present evil governments and 
concerning his ultimate design to bring in a better govern- 
ment when these kingdoms, under his overruling provi- 
dence, shall have served the purpose for which they were ■ 
permitted, God has given us, through his prophets, several 
grand panoramic views of the "kingdoms of this world," 
each time showing, for our encouragement, their overthrow 
by the establishment of his own righteous and everlasting 
kingdom under the Messiah, the Prince of Peace. 

That man's present effort to exercise dominion is not 
in successful defiance of Jehovah's will and power, but by 
lus permission, is shown by God's message to Nebuchad- 
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nezzar, wherein God gives permission to rule, until the time 
for the setting up of Christ's kingdom, to the four great em- 
pires, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome, (Dan. 2 : 
37-43. J Thisshowswherethisleaseofthedominion will end. 
As we now glance at these prophetic views, let us remem- 
ber that they begin with Babylon at the time of the over- 
throw of the kingdom of Israel, the typical kingdom of 
the Lord. 

nebuchadnezzak's vision of earth's governments. 

Among those things "written aforetime for our edifica- 
tion," that we, who are commanded to be subje6l to the 
powers that be, might through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures have hope (Rom. 15 : 4; 13 : i), is the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar and its divine interpretation through the 
prophet. — Dan. 2: 31-43- 

Daniel explained the dream, saying : " Thou, O King, 
sawest, and beheld a great image. This great image, whose 
brightness was excellent, stood before thee ; and the form 
thereof was terrible. This image's head was of fine gold, 
his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of 
brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of 
clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without 
hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of 
iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

" Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver and 
the gold broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff 
of the summer threshing-floors ; and the wind carried them 
away, that no place was found for them ; and the stone 
that smote the image became a great mountain and filled 
the whole earth. 

"This is the dream, and we will tell the interpretation 
thereofbeforetheking. Thou,Oking,artakingofki ngs : 
for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, 
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and strength, and glory. [There the Gentile kingdoms, 
or powers that be, were ordained of God.] And whereso- 
ever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, 
and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art thi3 
head of gold. 

"And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to 
thee [silver], and another third kingdom of brass, which 
shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth king- 
dom shall be strong as iron : forasmuch as iron breaketh 
in pieces and subdueth all things; and as iron that break- 
eth all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And 
whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potter's clay 
and part of iron, the kingdom shall be mixed ; but there 
shall be in it of the strength of the iron : forasmuch as 
thou sawest the iron mixed with the miry clay. And as 
the toes of the feet were part of iron and part of clay, so 
the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle." 

The student of history can readily trace, among the nnany 
smaller empires of earth which have arisen, the four above 
described by Daniel. These are termed univeksal em- 
pires— Babylon, first, the head of gold (verse 38) ; Medo- 
Persia, conqueror of Babylon, second, the breast of silver; 
Greece, conqueror of Med o- Persia, third, the belly of 
brass ; and Rome, fourth, the strong kingdom, the iron 
legs and clay- mixed feet. Three of these empires had 
passed away, ^d the fourth, the Roman, held universal 
sway, at the time of our Lord's birth, as we read, "There 
went out a decree from Csesar Augustus that all the worlds 
should be taxed," — Luke 2 : i. 

The iron empire, Rome, was by far the strongest, and 
endured longer than its predecessors. In faft, the Roman 
Empire still continues, as represented in the nations of Eu- 
rope. This division is represented in the ten toes of the 
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image. The clay element blended with the iron in the 
feet represents the mixture of church and state. This 
mixture is in the Scriptures termed "Babylon" — conftision. 
As we shall presently see, stone is the symbol of the true 
Kingdom of God, and Babylon substituted an imitatioa 
of stone — clay — which it has united with the fragmentary- 
remains of the [iron] Roman empire. And this mixed sys- 
tem — church and state — the Church Nominal wedded to tha 
kingdoms of this world, which the Lord calls Babylon, con- 
fusion, presumes to call itself Christendom — Christ's King- 
dom. Daniel explains : — "Whereas thou sawest iron mixed 
with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed 
of men [church and world blend — Babylon], but they shall not 
cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay." 
They cannot thoroughly amalgamate. "And in the days 
of these kings [the kingdoms represented by the toes, the 
so-called "Christian kingdoms" or "Christendom,"] shall 
the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms; and it shall stand forever." — Dan. 2:43, 44.' 

Daniel does not here state the time for the end of these 
Gentile governments: that we find elsewhere; but every 
foretold circumstance indicates that to-day the end is nigh, 
even at the doors. The Papal system has long claimed that 
it is the kingdom which the God of heaven here promised to 
set up, and that, in fulfilment of this prophecy, it did break 
in pieces and consume all other kingdoms. The truth, 
however, is that the nominal Church inerely united with 
earthly empires as the clay with the iron, and that Papacy 
never was the true Kingdom of God, but merely a counterfeit 
of it. One of the best evidences that Papacy did not destroy 
and consume these earthly kingdoms is that they still exist. 
And now that the miry clay has become dry and " brittle," 
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it is losing its adhesive power, and the iron and clay show 
signs of dissolution, and will quickly crumble when smit- 
toi by the "stone," the true Kingdom. 

Continuing his inteipretation, Daniel states: "Foras- 
much as thou sawest that the stone was cut out oi the moun- 
tain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, 
the brass, the clay, tlie silver and the gold, the great God 
hath made known to the king what shall come to pass here- 
after ; and the dream is certain and the interpretation 
thereof sure." — Verse 45, 

The stone cut out of the mountain without hands, which 
smites and scatters the Gentile powers, represents the true 
Church, the Kingdom of God. During the Gospel age 
this "stone" kingdom is being formed, "cutout," carved 
and shaped for its future position and greatness — not by 
human hands, but by the power or spirit of the tnithj the 
invisible power of Jehovah. When complete, when entire- 
ly cut out, it ivlll smite and destroy the kingdoms of this 
world. Not the people, but the governments, are sym- 
bolized by the image^ and these are to be destroyed that 
the people may be delivered. Our Lord Jesus came not 
to destroy men's lives, but to save them. — ■ John 3:17, 

The stone, during its preparation, while being cut out, 
might be called an embryo mountain, in view of its future 
destiny; so, too, the Church could, be, and sometimes is, 
called the Kingdom of God. In fa<5l, however, the stone 
does not become the mountain until it has smitten the im- 
age; and so the Church, in the full sense, will become the 
Kingdom to fill the whole earth when "the day of the 
Lord," the "day of wrath upon the nations" or "time of 
trouble," will be over, and when it will be estabUsbed and 
all other dominions have become subservient to it. 

Call to mind now the promise made by our Lord to the 
Overcomers of the Christian Church ; " To him that over* 
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Cometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne' — "and 
he that overcometh and keepeth my works unto the end, 
to him whi I give power over the nations j and he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall 
they be broken to shivers, even as I received of my Father." 
(Rev. 3:21; 2; 26, 27; Psa. 2:8—12.) When the iron rod 
has accomplished the work of destruiSion, then will the 
hand that smote be turned to heal, and the people will re- 
turn to the Lord, and he shall heal them (Isa. 19:22; Jer. 
3:22, 23; Hos. 6:1 ; 14:4; Isa. 2:3), giving them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning and the gamtent of 
•^raise for the spirit of heaviness. 

Daniel's vision of earthly governments. 

In Nebuchadnezzar's vision we see the empires of earth, 
as viewed from the world's standpoint, to be an exhibition 
of human glory, grandeur and power ; though in it we also 
see an intimation of their decay and final destrudtion, as 
expressed in the deterioration from gold to iron and clay. 

The stone class, the true Church, during its selet^lion or 
taking out of the mountain, has been esteemed by the 
world as of no value. It has been despised and reje(Sed 
of men. They see no beauty in it that they should desire 
it. The world loves, admires, praises and defends the rulers 
and governments represented in this great image, though 
it has been continually disappointed, deceived, wounded 
and oppressed by them. The world extols, in prose and 
verse, the great and successful agents of this image, its 
Alexanders, Caesars, Bonapartes and others, whose greatness 
showed itself in the slaughter of their fellow men, and 
who, in their lust for power, made millions of widows and 
orphans. And such is still the spirit which exists in the 
"ten toes "of the image, as we see it exhibited to-day in their 
marshaled hosts of more than twelve millions of men armed 
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with every fiendish device of modtni ingenuity, to slaugh- 
ter one another at the command of "the poweis that be," 
The proud are now called happy ; yea, they that work 
wickedness are set up in power. (Mai. 3:15) Can we not 

see, then, that thedestruftion of this great image by the smit- 
ing of the stone, and the establishment of God's kingdom, 
mean the liberating of the oppressed and the blessing of all ? 
Though for a time the change will cause disaster and trouble, 
it will finally yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 

But now, calling to mind the difference of standpoint, 
let us look at the same four universal empires of earth from 
the standpoint of God and those in harmony with him, 
as portrayed in vision to the beloved prophet Daniel. 
As to us these kingdoms appear inglorious and beastly, so 
to him these four universal empires were shown as four great 
and ravenous wild beasts. And to his view the coming 
Kingdom of God (the stone) was proportionally grander than 
as seen by Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel says : " I saw in my 
vision by night, and behold the four winds of heaven strove 
upon the great sea. And four great beasts came up from 
the sea, diverse one from another. The first was like a 
lion and had eagle's wings; . . . and behold another beast, 
a second, like a bear ; . . . and lo another, like a leopard. 
. . . After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a 
Iburth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceed mgly ; 
and it had great iron teeth. It devoured and brake in 
pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it ; and 
it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it, and 
it had ten horns." — Dan. 7 : 3-7, 

The details relative to the first three beasts (Babylon the 
lion, Medo-Persia the bear, and Greece the leopard), with 
their heads, feet, wings, etc., all of which are symbolic, we 
pass by, as of less importance in our present examination 
than the details of the fourth beast, Rome, 
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Of the fourth beast, Rome. Daniel says : "After this I 
saw in the night visions, ^ind behold a fourth beast, dread- 
ful and terrible, and strong exceedingly ; . . . and it had 
ten homs. I considered the horns, and, behold, there 
catne iip among them another little hom, before whom 
there were three of the first horns pluclxd up by the roots ; 
and, behold, in this hom were eyes, like the eyes of man, 
and a mouth speaking great things." — Dan. 7:7, &, 

Here the Roman Empire is shown ; and the divisions of 
its power are shown in the ten horns, a horn being a symbol 
of power. The little hom which arose among these, and 
which appropriated the power of three of them to itself, 
and mled among the others, r^resents the small beginning 
and gradual rise to power of the Church of Ronie, the 
Papal power or horn. As it rose in inftoence, three of the 
divisions, horns or powers of the Roman Empire (the 
Herali, the Eastern Exarchate and the Ostrogoths) were 
plucked out of the way to make room for its establishm^it 
as a civil power or hom. This last specially notable horn. 
Papacy, is remarkable for its eyes, representing intelligencej 
and for its moutli — its utterances, its claims, etc. 

To this fourth beast, representing Rome, Daniel gives no 
descriptive name. While the others are described as lion- 
like, bear-like and leopard-like, the fourth was so ferocious 
and hideous that none of the beasts of earth could be com- 
pared with it. John the Revelator, seeing in vision the 
same symbolic beast (government), was also at a loss for a 
name by which to describe it, and finally gives it sever^. 
Among others, he called it "the Devil." (Rev, 12:9.) 
He certainly chose an appropriate name ; for Rome, when 
viewed in the light of its bloody persecutions, certainly has 
been the most devilish of all earthly governments. Even 
in its change from Rome P^an to Rome Papal it illustrated 
one of Satan's chief chara^eristics ; for be also transforms 
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himself to appear as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11 ; 14), as 
Rome transformed itself from heathenism and claimed to 
be Christian — the Kingdom of Christ.* 

After giving some details regarding this last or Roman 
beast, and especially of its peculiar or Papal horn, the 
, Prophet states that judgment against this horn would be 
rendered, and it would begin to lose its dominion, which 
would be consumed by gradual process until the ieasi should 
be destroyed. 

This beast or Roman Empire in its horns or divisions still 
exists, and will be slain by the rising of the masses of the 
people, and the overthrow of governments, in the " Day 
of the Lord," preparatory to the recognition of the heav- 
enly rulership. This is clearly shown from other Scrip- 
tures yet to be examined. However, the consuming of the 
Papal horn comas first. Its po%ver and influence began to 
consume when Napoleon took the Pope prisoner to France. 
Then, when neither the curses of the Popes nor their prayers 
delivered them from Bonaparte's power, it became evident 
to the nations that the divine authority and power claimed 
by the Papacy were without foundation. After that, the 
temporal power of the Papacy waned rapidly until, in Sep- 
tember, 1870, it lost the last vestige of its temporal power at 
the hands of Vi<?tor Emmanuel. 

Nevertheless, during all that time in which it was being 
"consumed," it kept uttering its great swelling words of 
blasphemy, its last great utterance being in 1870, when, but 
a few months before its overthrow, it made the declaration 
of the infallibility of the Popes. All this is noted in the 

*The fact tliat Rome is called "the Devil" by no meaos disproves & 
ftr tonal devil ; rather the reverse. It is because there are such beasts 
as lions, bears and leopards, with known characteristics, that govem- 
ments were blcened to them ; and so, it is because there is a Devil, witb 
known cbarocteiistics, that the fourth empire is likened to him. 
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prophecy : " I beheld then \i. e., after the decree against this 
' horn,' after its consumption had begun] because of the voice 
of the GREAT WORDS which the horn spake." — Dan. 7:11. 

Thus we are brought down in history to our own day, and 
made to see that the thing to be expe6ted, so far as the 
empires of the earth are concerned, is their utter destruc- 
tion. The next thing in order is described by the words, 
" I beheld even till the beast was slain and his body destroyed 
and given to the burning flame." The slaying and burn- 
ing are symbols, as well as the beast itself, and signify the 
utter and hopeless destru6tion of present organized govern- 
ment. In verse 12 the prophet notes a difference between 
the end of this fourth beast and its predecessors. They 
three successively (Babylon, Persia and Greece) had their 
dominion taken from them ; they ceased to hold the ruling 
power of earth ; but their lives as nations did not cease 
immediately. Greece and Persia still have some life, though 
it is long centuries since universal dominion passed from 
their grasp. Not so, however, with the Roman Erripire, the 
fourth and last of these beasts. It will lose dominion and 
life at once, and go into utter destru6tion ; and with it the 
others will pass away also. — Daniel 2 : 35. 

No matter what may be the means or instrumentality 
used, the cause of this fall will be the establishment of the 
Fifth Universal Empire of earth, the^ Kingdom of God, 
under Christ, whose right it is to take the dominion. The 
transfer of the kingdom from the fourth beast, which for 
its appointed time was "ordained of God," to the fifth 
kingdom, under the Messiah, when its appointed season has 
come, is described by the Prophet in these words: "And 
behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought 
him near before him. And there was given unto him [the 
Christ — head and body complete] dominion, and glory. 
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and a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages 
should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting domin- 
ion which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed, " This the angel interpreted to mean 
that "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom; and all dominions shall serve and 
obey him." — Dan. 7 : 13, 27, 

Thus seen, the dominion of earth is to be placed in the 
hands of Christ by Jehovah ("the Ancient of days "), who 
shall "put all things under his feet." (I'Cor. 15:27.) 
Thus enthroned over God's kingdom, he must reign until 
he shall have put down all authority and power in conflict 
with the will and law of Jehovah. To the accomplishment 
of this great mission, the overthrow of these Gentile gov- 
ernments is first necessary; for the "kingdoms of this 
world," like the "prince of this world," will not surren- 
der peaceably, but must be bound and restrained by force. 
And thus it is written, "To bind their kings with chains 
and their nobles with fetters of iron j to execute upon them 
the judgment written: this honor have all his saints."— 
Psa. 149 : 8, 9. 

As we thus view present governments from the standpoint 
of our Lord and of the Prophet Daniel, and realize their 
ferocious, destruftive, beastly and selfish chara<Ser, our 
hearts long for the end of Gentile governments and joyfully 
look forward to that blessed time when the overcoraers of 
the present age will be enthroned with their Head, to rule, 
hlessand restore the groaning cr^tion. Surely all of God's 
children can heartily pray with their Lord — " Thy king- 
dom cous, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." 

Each of these governments represented in the image and 
by the beasts existed before it came into power as the unt- 



330 The Plan ef the Ages. 

versal empire. So, too, with the true Kingdom of God : it 
has long existed separate from the world, not attempting 
nileiship, but awaiting its time — the time appointed by the 
Ancient of days. And, like the others, it must receive its 
appointment and must come into authority or be "set up" 
before it can exercise its power in the smiting and slajang 
of the beast or kingdom preceding it. Hence the ap- 
propriateness of the statement, "In the days of these 
kings [while they still have power] shall the God of 
heaven set up [establish in power and authority} a king- 
dom." And after it is set up, "it shall break in pieces and 
consume all tnese kingdoms, and it shall stand forever." 
(Dan. 2 : 44.) Hence, however we may look for it, we must 
expeift God's Kingdom to be inaugurated before the fall of 
the kingdoms of this world, and that its power and smiting 
will bring their overthrow. 

PRESENT GOVERNMENTS FROM ANOTHER STANDPOINT. 

Supreme right and authority to rule the world are and ever 
will be vested in the Creator, Jehovah, no matter whom he 
may permit or authorize to have subordinate control. Un- 
der the imperfections and weaknesses resulting from his 
disloyalty to the King of kings, Adam soon grew weak and 
helpless. As a monarch he began to lose the power by which, 
at first, he commanded and held the obedience of the lower 
animals by the strength of his will. He lost control of 
himself also, so that when he would do good his weaknesses 
interfered and evil was present with him ; and the good he 
even would do he did not do, and the evil which he would 
not, he did. 

Hence, while making no attempt to excuse our rebel race, 
we can sympathize with its vain eflbrts to govern itself and 
to arrange for its own well-being. And something can be 
said of the success of the world in this direflion ; for, while 
recognizing the real character of these beastly governments. 
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coimpt though they have been, they have been vastly 
Euperior to none — much better than lawlessness and anarchy. 
Thongh anarchy would probably have been quite acceptable 
to the " prince of this world," it was not so to his subje<3s, 
and his p0w<er is not absolute; it is limited to the extent 
of his ability to operate through mankind j and his policy 
must conform in great measure to the ideas, passions and 
prejudices of men. Man's idea was self-government inde- 
pendent of God ; and when God permitted him to try the 
experiment, Satan embraced the opportunity to extend his 
influence and dominion. Thus it was by wishing to forget 
God (Rom. 1 : 28) that man exposed himself to the infki- 
ence of this wily and powerful though unseen foe j and 
tiierefore he has ever since been obliged to work against Sa- 
tan's machinations, as well as his own personal weaknesses. 

This being the case, let us again glance at the kingdoms 
of this world, viewing them now as the effort of fallen 
hnmanity to govern itself independent of God. Though 
individual corrupt ion and selfishness have turned aside the 
course of justice, so that full justice has seldom been meted 
out to any under the kingdoms of this world, yet the 
ostensible objeS of all governments ever organized among 
men has been to promote justice and the well-being of all 
the people. 

To what extent that object has been attained is another 
question ; but such has been the claim of all governments, 
and such the objedt of the people governed in submitting 
to and supporting them. And where the ends of justice 
have been greatly ignored, either the masses have been 
blinded and deceived with reference to them 5 or wars, com- 
motions and revolutions have been the result. 

The dark deeds of base tyrants, who gained positions of 
power in the governments of the world, did not represent 
the laws and institutions of those governments, but in ustn^ 
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ing authority and turning it to base ends they gave to those 
governments their beastly charafter. Ev^y government 
has had a majority of wise, just and good laws-^laws for 
the protection of life and property, for the protedlion of 
domestic and commercial interests, for the punishment of 
crime, etc. They have also had courts of appeal in mat- 
ters of dispute, where justice is meted out to some extent, 
at least ; and however imperfedt those in office may be, the 
advantage and necessity for such institutions is apparent. 
Poor as these governments have been, without them the 
baser element of society would, by force of numbers, have 
overcome the juster, better element. 

While, therefore, we recognize the beastly charaifler of 
these governments, as rendered so by the exaltation to 
power' of a majority of unrighteous rulers, through the in- 
trigues and deceptions of Satan, operating through man's 
weaknesses and depraved tastes and ideas, yet we recognize 
them as the best efforts of poor, fallen hunaanity at 
governing itself. Century afiier century God has allowed 
them to make the effort, and to see the results. But after 
centuries of experiment, the rej^lts ^e as far from satisfac- 
tory to-day as at any period of the world's history. In 
&6t, the dissatisfaction is more general and widespread than 
ever before ; not because there is more oppression and in- 
justice than ever, but because, under God's arrangement, 
men's eyes are being opened by the increase of knowledge. 

The various governments which have been established 
from time to time have exhibited the average ability of the 
people represented by them to govern themselves. Even 
where despotic governments have existed, the faCt that they 
have been tolerated by the masses proved that as a people 
they were not capable of establishing and supporting a bet- 
ter government, though many individuals were always, 
doubtless, fax in advance of the average standing. 
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As we compare the condition of the world to-day with 
iU condition at any former period, we find a marked differ- 
ence in the sentiments of the masses. The spirit of inde- 
pendence is now abroad, and men are not so easily blind- 
folded, deceived and led by rulers and politicians, and 
therefore they will not submit to the yokes of former days. 
This change of public sentiment has not been a gradual 
one from the very beginning of man's effort to govern him- 
self, but clearly marked only as far back as the sixteenth 
century j and its progress has been most rapid within the 
last fifty years. This change, therefore, is not the result 
of the experience of past ages, but is the natural result of 
the recent increase and general diffusion of knowledge 
among the masses of mankind. The preparation for this 
general diffusion of knowledge began with the invention of 
printing, about 1 440 A. D. , and the consequent multiplica- 
tion of books and news periodicals. The influence of this 
invention in the general public enlightenment began to be 
felt about the sixteenth century; and the progressive steps 
since that time all are acquainted with. The general edu- 
cation of the masses has become popular, and inventions 
and discoveries are becoming every-day occurrences. This 
increase of knowledge among men, which is of God's ap- 
pointment, and comes to pass in his own due time, is one 
of the mighty influences which are now at work binding 
Satan — oirtailinghis influence and circumscribing his power 
in this "Day ai Preparation^'' for the setting up of God's 
kingdom in the earth. 

The increase of knowledge in every diredlion awakens a 
feeling of self-respedt among men, and a realization of their 
natural and inalienable rights, which they will not long per- 
mit to be ignored or despised ; rather, they will go to an op- 
posite extreme. Glance backalong the centuries and see how 
the nations have written the history of their discontent in 
12 
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blood. And the prophets declare that becauseof the increase 
of knowledge a still more general and wide-spread dissxtis- 
&i5tion will finally express itself in a world-wide revolution, 
in the overthrow of all law and order j that anarchy and dis- 
tress uf)on all classes will be the result ; but that in the midst 
of this confusion the God of heaven will set up his King- 
dom, which will satis f)" the desires of all nations. Wearied 
and disheartened with their own failures, and finding their 
last and greatest efforts resulting in anarchy, men will gladly 
welcome and bow before the heavenly authority, and recog- 
nize its strong and just government. Thus man's extrem- 
ity will become God's opportunity, and "the desire of all 
nations shall come" — the Kingdom of God, in power and 
great glory. — Hag, 2: 7. 

Knowing this to be the purpose of God, neither Jesus 
nor the apostles interfered with earthly rwlers in any nra,y. 
On the contrary, they taught the Church to submit 
to these powers, even though they often suffered under 
their abuse of power. They taught the Church to obey the 
laws, and to respeft those in authority because of their 
office, even if they were not personally worthy of esteem ; 
to pay their appointed taxes, and, except where they con- 
flifted with God's laws (Afts 4 : 19 ; 5 : 29), to offer no re- 
sistance to any established law. (Rom. 13:1-7; Matt 
22 : 21.) The Lord Jesus and the apostles and the early 
Church were all law-abiding, though they were separate from, 
and took no share in, the governments of this world. 

Though the powers that be, the governments of this 
world, were ordained or arranged for by God, that mankind 
might gain a needed experience under them, yet the Church, 
the consecrated ones who aspire to office in the coming 
Kingdom of God, should neither covet the honors and the 
emolumentsofoffice in the kingdoms of this world, norshoTiId 
they oppose these powere. They are fellow citizens and heirs 
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of the heavenly kingdom (Eph. 2 ; 19), and as such should 
claim only sush rights and privileges under the kingdoms 
of this world as are accorded to aiUns. Their mission ts 
not to help the world to improve its present condition, nor 
to have anything to do with its affairs at present. To at- 
tempt to do so would be but a waste of effort ; for the 
world's course and its termination are both clearly defined 
in the Scriptures and are fully under the control of him 
who in his own time will give us the kingdom. The influ- 
ence of the irue Church is now and always has been small 
— ^o small as to count pra(5lically nothing politically ; but 
however great it might appear, we should follow the exam- 
ple and teaching of our Lord and the apostles. Knowing 
that the purpose of God is to let the world fully test its own 
ability to govern itself, the true Church should not, while 
in it, be ^ the world. The saints may influence the 
world only by their separateness from it, by letting iAa'r 
JS^A/ shine; and thus through their lives the spirit of truth 
tcEPROV£s the world. Thus — as peaceable, orderly obeyers 
and com menders of every righteous law, reprovers of law- 
lessness and sin, and' pointers forward to the promised King- 
dom of God and the blessings to be expe^ed under it, and 
not by the method commonly adopted of mingling in pol- 
itics and scheming with the world for power, and thus being 
drawn into wars and sins and the general degradation — 
in glorious chastity should the prospeifiive Bride of the 
Prince of Peace be a power for good, as her Lord's repre- 
sentative in the world. 

The Church of God should give its entire attention and 
effort to preaching the Kingdom of God, and to the ad- 
vancement of the interests of that Kingdom according to 
the plan laid down in the Scriptures. If this is faith fiilly 
done, there will be no time nor disposition to dabble in the 
politics of present governments. The Lord had no time for 
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it ; the apostles had no time for it ; nor have any of the 

saints who are following their example. 

The early Church, shortly after the death of the apostles, 
fell a prey to this very temptation. The preaching of the 
coming Kingdom of God, which would displace all earthly 
kingdoms, and of the crucified Christ as the heir of that 
Kingdom, was unpopular, and brought with it persecution, 
scorn and contempt. But some thought to improve on 
God's plan, and, instead of suffering, to get the Church 
into a position of favor with the world. By a combination 
with earthly powers they succeeded. As a result Papacy 
was developed, and in time became the mistress and queen 
of nations, — Rev. 17 : 3-5 ; 18 : 7, 

By this policy everything was changed : instead of suf- 
fering, came honor ; instead of humility, came pride ; in- 
stead of truth, came error; and instead of being perse- 
cuted, she became the persecutor of all who condemned her 
new and illegal honors. Soon she began to invent new 
theories and sophistries to justify her course, first deceiving 
herself, and then the nations, into the belief that the prom- 
ised millennial reign of Christ had come, and that Christ 
the King was represented by her popes, who reigned over 
the kings of the earth as his vicegerents. Her claims were 
successful in deceiving the whole world. "She made all 
nations drunk" with her erroneous do<^rines (Rev. 17 : 2), 
intimidating them by teaching that eternal torment awaited 
all who resisted her claims. Soon the kings of Europe were 
crowned or deposed by her editS, and under her supposed 
authority. 

Thus it comes that the kingdoms of Europe to-day claim 
to be Christian kingdoms, and announce that their sover- 
eigns reign " by the grace of God," /. e., through appoint- 
ment of either Papacy or some of the Ptotestant se6ts. 
For though the Reformers abandoned many of Papacy's 
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claims to ecclesiastical jurisditStion, etc., they held to this 
honor which the kings of earth had come to attach to 
Christianity. And thus the Reformers fell into the same 
enx)r, Mid exercised the authority of monarchs in appoint- 
ing and san^iioning governments and kings, and denomi- 
nating such "Christian kingdoms," or kingdoms of Christ. 
So we hear much to-day of that strange enigma, ^'The 
Christian World" — an enigma indeed, when viewed in the 
light of the true principles of the Gospel. Our Ixjrd said 
of his disciples, "They are not of the world, even as I am 
not of the world." And Paul exhorts us, saying, "Be not 
conformed to this world." — John 17 : 16 ; Rom. 12:2. 

God never approved of calling these kingdoms by the 
name of Christ. Deceived by the Church nominal, these 
nations are sailing under false colors, claiming to be what 
they are not. Their only title, aside from the vote of the 
people, is in God's limited grant, spoken to Nebuchadnez- 
zar — nntil he come whose right the dominion is. 

The claim that these imperfe<5i; kingdoms, with their im- 
perfedl laws and often selfish and vicious rulers, aie the 
"kingdoms of our Lord and his Anointed " is a gross libel 
upon the true Kingdom of Christ, before which they must 
shortly fall, and upon its *' Prince of Peace" and righteous 
rulers. — Isa. 33: i- 

Another serious injury resulting from that error is that the 
attention of the children of God has thereby been attra<Sled 
away from the promised heavenly kingdom ; and they have 
"been led to an improper recognition of and intimacy with 
earthly kingdoms, and to almost fruitless attempts to en- 
graft upon these wild, worldly stocks the graces and morals 
of Christianity, to the negleft of the gospel concerning 
the true Kingdom and the hopes centering in it. Under 
this deception, some are at present very solicitous that the 
name of God should be incorporated into the Constitution 
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of the United States, that thereby this may become a 
Christian nation. The Reformed Presbyterians have for 
years refused to vote or hold office under this government, 
because it is not Christ's Kingdom. Thus they recognize 
the impropriety of Christians sharing in any other. We 
have great sympathy with this sentiment, but not with the 
conclusion, that if God's name were mentioned in the Con- 
stitution, that fa<5t would transform this government from 
a kingdom of this world to a kingdom of* Christ, and give 
them liberty to vote and to hold office under it. O, how 
foolish I How great the deception by which the "Mother 
of harlots ' ' has made all nations drunk (Rev. 17: ■£); for 
in a similar manner it is claimed that the kingdoms of 
Europe were transferred from Satan to Christ, and became 
'•Christian nations." 

Let it be seen that the best and the worst of earth's na- 
tions are but "kingdoms of this world," whose lease of 
power from God is now about expired, that they may give 
place to their ordained successor, the Kingdom of Messiah, 
the Fifth Universal Empire of earth (Dan. 2:44; 7: i4» 
17. 27) — this view* will do much to establish truth and to 
overthrow error. 

But as it is, the actions of Papacy in this regard, sanc- 
tioned by the Protestant Reformers, go unquestioned among 
Christian people. And since they should uphold the King- 
dom of Christ, they feel themselves bound to champion the 
present falling kingdoms of so-called Christendom, whose 
time is fast expiring ; and thus their sympathies are often 
forced to the side of oppression, rather than to the side of 
right and freedom — to the sideof the kingdomsof this world, 
and the prince of this world, rather than to the sideof the 
coming true Kingdom of Christ. — Rev. 17: 14; 19: 11— 19. 

The world is fast coming to realize that the " kingdoms 
of this world" are not Christlike, and that their claim to 
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be of Christ's appointment is not unquestionable. Men 
are banning to use their reasoning poweis on this and 
similar questions ; and they will a<£l out their conTidtions 
so much more violently, as they come to realize that a de- 
ception has been pra<Sliced upon them in the name of the 
God of Justice and the Prince of Peace. In feft, the tend- 
ency with majiy is to conclude that Christianity itself is 
an imposition without foundation, and that, leagued with 
civil rulers, its aim is merely to hold in check the liberties of 
the masses. 

O that men were wise, that they would apply their hearts 
to understand the work and plan of the Lord ! Then 
would the present kingdoms melt down gradually — reform 
would swiftly follow reform, and liberty follow liberty, and 
justice and truth would prevail until righteousness would 
be established in the earth. But they will not do this, nor 
can they in their present fallen state; and so, armed with 
selfishness, each will strive for mastery, and the kingdoms 
of this world will pass away with a great time of trouble, 
such as was not since there was a nation. Of those who 
will be vainly trying to hold to a dominion which has passed 
away, when the dominion is given to him whose right it is, 
the Lord speaks, urging that they are fighting against him 
— a conflift in which they are sure to fail. He says: — 

" Why do the nations tumulhiously assemble, and the 
people meditate a vain thing? The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the 
Lord, and against his Anointed, saying. Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He 
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh : the Lord shall have 
them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his 
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure [saying], / have 
anointed my king upon my holy hill of Zion. ... Be wise 
now, therefore, O ye kings ; be instructed, ye judges of the 
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earth. Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trem- 
bling. Kiss [make friends with] the Son [God's Anointed] 
lest he be angry, and ye perish in the way ; for his wrath 
may soon be kindled. Blessed are all they that take ref- 
uge in him." — Psa, 2 : 1-6, lo-ia. 
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« Watchman, tell us of (he night — 

What its signs of promise are. 
Traveler, o'er yon mdunlain's height. 

See that gloiy-beamitig star ! 
'Watcbnian, does its beauteous ra; 

Aught of hope or joy fwetell ? 
Traveler, yes, it brings the day — 

Ptomised day of Israel. 

" Watchman, tell us of the night — 

Higher yet that star ascends. 
Traveler, blessedness and light, 

Feace and truth its course potteods. 
Watchmao, will its beams alone 

Gild the sp<^ that gave them birth? 
Traveler, ages are its own; 

iiee, its gloiy fills the earth. 

•• Watchman, tell tis, does the morning 

Of feir Zion's glory dawn ? 
Have the signs that mark its comtiig 

Yet npon thy pathway shone ? 
Tmveler, yes : arise ! look round thee I 

Light is breaking in the sides ! 
Gild thy hriiaX robes around thee t 

Morning dawns I arise t arise I " 
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PvOKI^rVtTCB OF THB SuBJECT.^-Th B ChARACTBR OF THB KlNCI^OH. — THB 

KiKGDOH During thb Gcspki, Aca, — Fal5« Vifws Corrsctbd bv Paul— 
HfiSULt^ OF Falsb Ideas of tkb K[hgi>ok.— Two Phases op -tmb Kingdou 
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T30H OF the Object OF the Millehkial Reigh.' — Thb Kihgdou Dexivsrrv 
to the Father. — GoD'a Original Design Fully Accomplished. 

A NY who have not carefully examined this subjeft, with 
■^ concordance and Bible in hand, will be surprised, on 
doing so, to find its prominence in the Scriptures. The 
Old Testament abounds with promises and prophecies in 
which the Kingdom of God and its King, Messiah, figure 
as the very centre. It was the hope of every Israelite 
(Luke 3:15) that as a people God would exalt their natiou 
under Messiah ; and when the Lord came to them, it was aa 
their King, to establish the long promised Kingdom of God 
upon the earth, 

John, the forerunner and herald of our Lord Jesus, opened 
his mission with the announcement, "Repent ye; for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, ' ' (Matt. 3 : 2.) The Lord 
commenced his ministry with the same announcement ex- 
actly (Matt. 4 : 17); and the apostles were sent forth to 
preach the same message. (Matt. 10: 7 j Luke 9: 2.) Not only 
was the kingdom the topic with which the Lord began his 
public ministry, but it was really the main topic of clU bia 

341 
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preaching (Luke 8:1; 4: 43; 19:11), Other subjects be- 
ing mentioned merely in connexion with or in explana- 
tion of this one subjecS. The majority of his parables were 
either illustrations of the kingdom from various standpoints, 
and in different features, or else served to point out entire 
consecration to God as essential to a share in the kingdom, 
and to corredt the Jewish misapprehension that they were 
sure of the kingdom because natural children of Abraham, 
and hence natural heiis to the promises. 

Our Lord Jesus in his talks with his followers strengthened 
and encouraged their expe6tations of a coming kingdom, 
saying to them, " I appoint unto you a kingdom as my Fath- 
er hath appointed tinto me, that ye may eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones, judging [ruling] 
thetwelvetribesoflsraeh" (Luke 22; 29, 30.) And, again, 
"Fear not, little flock; it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom." (Luke 12 : 32.) And when, instead 
of being crowned and enthroned, their recognized king was 
crucified, his disciples were sorely disappointed. As two 
of them expressed it to the supposed stranger on their way 
to Emmaus after his resurre^ion, th.ty had " trusted that 
it had been he which should have redeemed Israel ' ' — de- 
livering them from the Roman yoke, and making of &rael 
the Kingdom of God in power and glory. But they were 
sadly disappointed by the changes of the few days previous. 
Then Jesus opened their understanding by showing them 
from the Scriptures that his sacrifice was needful first of all 
before the kingdom could be established. — Luke 24: 31, 

25-27- 

God could have given to Jesus the dominion of Mrth with- 
out redeeming man; for "The Most High ruleth over the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he pleaseth." 
(Dan. 4; 32.) But God had a grander design than could 
bave been accomplished by such a plaa. Such a kingdom 
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could have brought blessings which, however good, could 
have been of only a temporary character, since all of man- 
kind were under condemnation to death. To make the 
blessings of his kingdom everlasting and complete, the lace 
had fii^t to be ransomed from death and thus legally released 
from the condemnation which passed upon all in Adam. 

That in explaining the prophecies Jesus revived the dis- 
ciples* hope of a coming kingdom is evident from the fa/£l 
that afterward, as he was leaving them, they inquired, "Lord, 
wilt thou at tfut time restore the kingdom to Israel?" His 
answer, though not explicit, did not contradict their hopes. 
He said, "It is not for you to know the Hmei and seasons 
which the Father hath put in his own power. " — A£ts i : 6, 7. 

True, the disciples at first, in common with the entire 
Jewish nation, had an imperfedl conception of the King- 
dom of God in supposing it to be exclusively an earthliy 
kingdom, even as many to-day err in an opposite dire<Sion 
in supposing It to be exclusively a heavenly Icingdom. And 
many of the parables and dark sayings of our Lord Jesus were 
intended in due time to correct these misconceptions. But 
he always held forth the idea of a kingdom, a government, 
to be established in the earth and to rule among men. And 
he not only inspired in them a hope for a share in the king- 
dom, but he also taught them to pray for its establishment 
—"Thy kingdom come; thy will be done ON earth as it 
is in heaven." 

To the worldly-wise among the Jews, our Lord seemed 
an impostor and fanatic; and they considered his disciples 
mere dupes. His wisdom and ta<Et, and his miracles, they 
could not well gainsay, nor reasonably account for ; yet, from 
their standpoint of unbelief, his claim that he was the heir 
of the world, and would establish the promised kingdom 
which should rule the world, and that his followers, all of 
them from the humbler walks of life, would be joint-ruleis 
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with him in that kingdom, seemed too absurd for consider- 
ation. Rome, with its disciplined warriors, its able gener- 
als and immense wealth, was the master of the world, and 
was daily growing more powerful. Who, then, was this 
Nazarene? and who were these fishermen, without money 
or influence, and with but a meager following among the 
common people? Who were these that they should talk 
about establishing the kingdom long promised to be the 
grandest and mightiest earth had ever known? 

The Pharisees, hoping to expose the supposed weakness of 
our Lord's claims, and thereby to undeceive his followers, 
demanded of him — When will this kingdom which you 
preach begin'to make its appearamt? — when will your sol- 
diers arrive ? — when will this Kingdom of God appear ? (Luke 
17:20-30.) Our Lord's answer would have given them 
a new thought had they not been prejudiced against him 
and blinded by their own supposed wisdom. He answered 
that his kingdom would never appear in the manner in 
which they expected it. The kingdom which he preached, 
and in which he invited his followers to joint-heiiship, was 
an invisible kingdom, and they must not expe(5t to see it. 
" He answered them, and said. The Kingdom of God com- 
eth not with observaticm [outirard manifestation J ; neither 
shall they say, Lo here 1 or, lo there ! for the Kingdom of 
God is [to be] in your midst."* In a word, he showed 
that when his kingdom should come, it would be every- 
where present and everywhere powerful, yet nowhere visible. 

*Thc Dioglott and Rotlierliam^a translation render this '' amoDgfyoo^'* 
which is sjraonymous with "in your midst." It certainly would agree 
with DO theory to insi^ that the kingdom which Jesus ctainied to be 
about to estahliah would be within the hearts of the Pharisees, whom 
be styled hypocrites and whited sepulchres. But this kingdom, when 
established, will be "m (ht midst of" or " amon^" all classes, ruling 
and judgLog all, 
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Thus he gave them an idea of the spiritual kingdom which 
he preached ; but they were unprepared and received it 
not. There was a measure of truth in the Jewish expe<Sa- 
tion concerning the promised kingdom, which will in due 
time be reahzed, as will be shown ; but our Lord's refer- 
ence here is to that spiritual phase of the kingdom, which 
will be invisible. And as this phase of the kingdom will 
be first set up, its presence will be unseen, and for a time 
unrecognized. The privilege of heirship in this spiritual 
phase of the Kingdom of God was the only offer then be- 
ing made, and has been the one hope of our high calling 
during the entire Gospel age, which then began. Hence Je- 
sus referred to it exclusively. (Luke i6 : i6.) This will be 
more clearly seen as we proceed. 

It was probably because of this adverse public sentiment, 
especially among the Pharisees, that Nicodemus came to 
Jesus by night, being anxious to solve the mystery, yet ap- 
parently ashamed to acknowledge publicly that such claims 
had any weight upon his mind. The conversation between 
the Lord and Nicodemus (John 3), though but partially re- 
corded, gives a somewhat further insight into the character 
of the Kingdom of God. Evidently the main points of the 
conversation are mentioned that from these we may readi- 
ly gather the drift of the whole, which we may reasonably 
paraphrase as follows: 

Nicodemus, — " Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God ; for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God be with him." Yet some of your 
statements seem very inconsistent to me, and I come to 
ask an explanation. For instance, you and your disciples 
go about proclaiming, "The kingdom of heaven is at 
band;" but you have neither an army, nor wealth, nor influ- 
ence, and to all appearance this claim is untrue ; and in 
this you seem to be deceiving the people. The Pharisees 
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geoerally regard you as an impostor, but I am sure there 
must be some truth in your teachings, " for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him." 
The obje<5l of my visit is to inquire of what sort, when and 
whence is this kingdom you proclaim? and when and 
how is it to be established? 

Jesus. — Your request to have a full understanding con- 
cerning the kingdom of heaven cannot now be answered to 
your satisfaflion ; not that I do not know about it fiilly, 
but that in your present condition you could not under- 
stand or appreciate it, if I would fully explain. "Except a 
man be begotten* irom. above, he cannot see [Greek, eidon, 'f 
know, or be acquainted with] the kingdom of God." 

Even my disciples have as yet very indistinct id^s of the 
charsuSer of the kingdom they are proclaiming. I cannot 

* The Greek word gennao and its deiivatives, somedmes translated 
bigottat Bod sometimes bom, reaBy contains botii ideas, and should be 
traosUted by either one of these two English words, according to the 
sense of the passage in which it occurs. Tbe two ideas, begetting and 
birth, are always in tbe word, so that if the one is stated, the other is 
always implied, as birth is the natural consequence of begetting, and be- 
getting the nMuial antecedent to birth. When the active agent with 
which gcnnatt is associated is a male, it should be translated btgotiai ; 
when a female, bom. Thus in I Jobii2:29; 3:9; 4 = 7; 5:1, l3^ 
gennao should be ii'^fc/ftw, because God (masculine) is the aflire agent. 

Sometimes, however, the traDslation is dependent on the nature of thft 
aA, whether nusculine or femimne. Thus used in coujnndtion with A, 
lignifying from or out of, it should be translated born. So in John 
3 : 5, &, gatnao should be translated bom, as indicated by the wad tk 
—" out of water," "otUef flesh," "out of spirit." 

f This same Greek word is translated cotisuler in Afls 15 : 6. "The 
apostles and elders came together iac to comidtr [know or understand] 
this matter." The same word is rendered hthold in Row. tt : 22. "Be- 
hold [consider, understand], therefore, the goodness and severity of God;" 
«lso in I John 3 : 1 — *^ Behold [consider, know, understand] whrt i 
tier of love the Father batli botowed t^pco ot>" 
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tell tbem, foi the same leason that I cannot tell you; and 
they could not understand, foi the same reaaon. But, Nico- 
demus, one peculiarity of God's dealings is that he requirei 
obedience to the light already possessed before more light 
B given ; and in the sdeflion of those who shall be ac- 
counted worthy to share the kingdom, a manifestation of 
faith is required. They must be such as are willing to fol- 
low God's leading, step by step, often seeing only the one 
advance step clearly. They walk by faith and not by sight. 

Nicodemus. — But I do not understand you. What do 
TOU mean? "How can a man be begott^i when he is old? 
out be enter a second time into his mother's womb, and be 
l)om?" Or do you mean that -the repentance preached 
by "John the Immerser," and signified by baptism in 
water, is somehow a symbohc birth f I notice th^ your 
disciples preach and baptize similarly. Is this the new 
birth necessary to those who would see or enter your 
Kingdom? 

Jesus. — Our nation is a consecrated nation, a covenant 
people. They were all baptized into Moses in the sea and 
ia «he cloud when they left Egypt. God accepted them 
in Moses, the mediator of their covenant, at Sinai; but they 
have forgotten their covaiant, some are openly living as 
publicans and sinners, and many others are self-righteous 
hypocrites; hence John's preaching and that of my disciples 
is repentance — a return to God and to a recognition of the 
covenant made ; and the baptism of John signifies this re- 
pentance and reformation of heart and life, and not the new 
birth. But unless you have more than this you will never 
see the Kingdom. Except in addition to the reformation 
symbolized by John's baptism you receive a begetting and 
birth of the spirit, you cannot see my Kingdom. Repent- 
ance will bring you back to a justified condition ; in that 
condition you will be able readily to recognize me as Mes- 
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siah, tlie antitype of Moses; and thus consecrating to me 
you will be begotten of the Father to a new life and the di- 
vine nature, which, if it develop and become quickened, 
will insure your being b^n-n a new creature, a spirit being, 
in the fiist resunedtion; and as such you shall not only see 
but share the Kingdom. 

The change to be wrought by this new birth of the Spirit 
is truly great, Nicodemus; for that which is bom of the 
flesh is flesh, but that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit. 
Wonder not, then, at my first statement, that you must be 
begotten from above ere you can understand, know and ap- 
preciate the things of which you inquire. " Marvel not 
that I said unto thee, Ye must be bom again." The 
difference between your present condition, bom of the 
flesh, and the condition of those bom of the Spirit, who 
shall enter into or constitute the Kingdom I am preadm^, 
is very great. Let me give you an illustration by which 
you will gain some idea of the beings who, when bora of 
the Spirit, will constitute this Kingdomr — "The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound there- 
of, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it go- 
eth — so is every one that is bom of the Spirit." As the 
wind blows here and there, you cannot see it, though it ex- 
erts an influence all about you. You know not whence it 
comes nor where it goes. This is as good an illustration 
as I can give you of those bom of the Spirit in the rcsur- 
reftion, those who will "enter into" or constitute the 
Kingdom which I am now preaching. They will all be as 
invisible as the wind, and men, not bom of the Spirit, will 
neither know whence they come nor whither they go. 

Nicodemus. — How can this be? — invisible beings! 

Jesus. — "Art thou a master in Israel, and knowest tuM 
these things? ' ' — that spirit beings can be present, yet invis- 
ible? Have you, who attempt to teach others, never read 



77te Kingdom of God. 349 

About Elisha and his servant , or about Balaam's ass ? and 
the many instances in the Scriptures which illustrate this 
principle, that spirit beings can be present among men, yet 
invisible ? Furthermore, you are of the Pharisees, who pro- 
fessedly believe in angels as spirit beings. But this illus- 
trates what I told you at first : Except a man be begotten 
from above, he cannot see [know, become acquainted with, 
or understand as reasonable] the Kingdom of God and the 
various things connected with it. 

If you would enter into and become a joint-heir with me 
of that kingdom which I am announcing, you must follow 
the light, step by step. As you do so, more light will come, 
and this as rapidly as you will be prepared for it. I have 
been preaching these things now due which you can under- 
stand, and performing miracles, and you acknowledge me 
to be a tracher come from God, but you have not adted out 
your faith and openly become my disciple and follower. 
Vou must not expe<5i to see more, until you live up to all 
you do see j then God will give you more light and evi- 
dence for the next step. " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
we speak that tve do know, and testify that we have seen, 
and ye [Pharisees] receive not our witness. If I have told 
you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe 
if I tell you of heavenly things?" It would he useless for 
me to attempt to tell you of heavenly things, for you would 
not be convinced and my preaching would seem the more 
foolish to you. If what I have taught, which has been of 
an earthly character, or illustrated by earthly things, which 
you could and do understand, has not brought conviction 
enough to your mind to leid you openly to become my dis- 
ciple and follower, it would be no more convincing to you 
if I were to tell you of heavenly things, of which you know 
nothing ; for no man has ever ascended into heaven, hence 
none could corroborate my testimony, I, who descended 
23 
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from heavcD, alone understand heavenly things. " No 
man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down 
from heaven, even the Sod of man."* A knowledge of 
the heavenly things can be received only after the begetting 
of the Spirit ; and the heavenly things themselves, when 
bom of the spirit, spirit beings. 

Thus it required patience on the Lord's .part, in declar- 
ing the nature of the kingdom to those whose prejudices 
and education hindered their seeing anything except dis- 
torted views of the earthly phase of it. Nevertheless the 
selection of a proper class to share Messiah's kingdom pro- 
ceeded, though but a few were selected from Israel, to whom 
exclusively it was offered for seven years. As God had 
foreseen, through their unreadiness for it, and their failure 
to grasp and comply with the conditions presented, the 
privilege of sharing in Messiah's kingdom passed from them 
as a people, only a remnant of whom received it, and came 
to the Gentiles to take out of them also " a people for his 
name." And among these also only a remnant, a "little 
flock," appreciate the privilege and are counted worthy 
of joint-heirship in his kingdom and glory. 

Serious has been the error introduced into the nominal 
Christian Church, which misinterprets this promised king- 
dom to mean merely the Church nominal in its present con- 
dition, and its work merely a work of grace in the hearts 
of believers ; and to such an extreme has this error been 
carried that the present unholy alliance and reign of the 
Church nominal with the world is believed by many to be 
the reign of the Kingdom of God on the earth. True, 
there is a sense in which the Church is now the Kingdoia 
of God, and a work of grace is now going on in the hearts 
of believers j but to consider this all, and to deny a veritable 

*Tbe ■vmis.^'which is in luavtn," (verse 13) are net foond in the 
ancient and leliable MSS. 
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fhttue Kingdom of God yet to be established under the 
whole heavens, in which the will of God will be done as it 
[s in heaven, is to make void and meaningless the strongest 
and most pointed promises recorded by our Lord and the 
Apostles and prophets, for our encouragement and help io 
overcoming the world. 

In the parables of our Lord, the Church is frequently 
called the kingdom ; and the Apostle speaks of it as the king*- 
dom over which Christ now reigns, saying that God hath 
translated us out of the kingdom of darkness into the king- 
dom of his dear Son. We who accept of Christ now rec- 
ognize his purchased right of dominion, and render him 
grateful and voluntary obedience before he forcibly estab- 
lishes it in the world. We recognize the difference between 
the laws of righteousness, which he will enforce, and the 
kingdom of darkness supported by the usurper, at present 
the prince of this world. Faith in God's promises thus 
changes our allegiance, and we reckon ourselves subjefts of 
the new prince, and, by his favor, joint-heirs with him in 
that kingdom yet to be set up in power and great glory. 

But this faft by no means disannuls the promises that 
ultimately Christ's kingdom shall be " from sea to sea, and 
from the river to the ends of the earth" (Psa. 72:8); that 
all nations shall serve and obey him ; and that unto him 
every knee shall bow, of things both in heaven and on earth. 
(Dan. 7:27; Phil. 2 : 10, ) Rather, on the contrary, the se- 
letSlion now of the " little flock" confirms those promises. 

When the parables of our Lord are carefully examined, 
it will be found that they clearly teach that the coming or 
setting up of the Kingdom of God in power is future ; and, 
as a matter of course, not until the King comes. Thus the 
parable of the young nobleman going into a far country to 
receive a kingdom and to return, etc. (Luke 19: T1-15), 
clearly locates the establishment of the Kingdom at the re- 
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turn of Christ. And the message sent b^ the Lord to the 
Church long years afterward was, "Be thou faithful onto 
death, and I ■will give thee a crown of life." (Rev. 2: 10.) 
From this it is evident that the kings who will reigB with 
him will not be crowned nor reign as kings in this life. 

The Church at present, therefore, is not the Kingdom of 
God set up in poWer and glory, but in its incipient, em- 
bryo condition. And so, indeed, all the expressions of the 
New Testament with reference to it teach. The kingdom 
of heaven now suffers violence at the hands of the world ; 
the King was maltreated and crucified ; and whosoever will 
follow in his footsteps shall suffer persecution and violence 
in some form. TtuB, it will be observed, is true only of 
the real Church, and not of the nominal one. But the 
promise is held out that if now we (the Church, the em- 
bryo kingdom) suffer with Christ, we also, in due time^ 
when he takes to himself his great power and reigns, shall 
be glorified and shall reign with him. 

James (2 : 5), in harmony with our Lord's teaching, tells 
us that God has chosen the poor and despised according 
to this world's standards, not to reign now, but as "heirs 
of the kingdom which he hath promised. ' ' The Lord says» 
'* How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the 
Kingdom of God." (Mark 10:23.) I* 's evident that he 
does not mean the nominal Church, which is now reigning 
with the world ; for the rich are pressed into it. Peter ex- 
horts the heirs of the kingdom to patience, perseverance^ 
virtue and faith, saying: "Brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure ; for if ye do these things 
ye shall never fall ; for so an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of oar 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ." — a Peter i ; 10, 'ii, 

Paul's statement in Rom. 14: 17 is $up[>osed by some 
to refer to a .figurative kingdom ; but when examined in the 
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light of the context, it is evident that the passage means 
simply this ; We, brethren, trans] ated now into the king- 
dom of God's dear Son, have certain liberties as to our 
food, etc., which we had not as Jews under the law (verse 
14); yet let us rather not use this liberty if it cause breth- 
ren who do not yet realize it to stumble and violate their 
consciences. Let us not, by our liberty as to our food, ruin 
our brother for whom Christ died ; but let us remember that 
the privileges of the kingdom, both now and in the future, 
consist of much greater blessings than liberty as to food ; 
namely, in our liberty as to right-doing, our peace toward 
God through Christ, and our joy in participating in the 
Holy Spirit of God. These liberties of the kingdom (now 
and ever) are so great that the minor liberty as to food may 
well be sacrificed, for the present, for our brother's good. 

Thus, no matter from what Scripture standpoint we look, 
the idea that the kingdom promises are mythical decep- 
tions, or that our present conditions fulfil these promises, 
is contradifted. 

With the early Church, the promises of kingdom honor 
and joint-heitship with the Master were strong incentives 
to faithfulness under present trials and persecutions, which 
they had been forewarned to expe«5t ; and in all the words 
of comfort and encouragement in the Apocalypse, given to 
the seven churches, none shine out more clearly and forcibly 
than those which declare, "To him that overcometh will I 
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame 
and am set down with my Father in his throne ;" and, " To 
him that overcometh will I give power over the nations." 

These are promises which could not reasonably be mis- 
construed to apply to a present work of grace in the heart, 
nor yet to a reign over the nations in the present life ; since 
they who would overcome must do so by death in the sex- 
vice, and thus gain the kingdom honors. — Rev. zo ; 6. 
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But human nature seeks to avoid sufTering and is ever 
ready to grasp honor and power ; hence we find that even 
in the apostles' day some in the Church were disposed to 
appropriate the promises of future honor and power to the 
present hfe, and were beginning to aft as though they 
thought the time had aheady come for the world to honor 
and even to ohey the Church. The Apostle Paul writes, 
correfting this error, knowing that such ideas would have 
an injurious effe<5l upon the Church by cultivating pride 
and leading away from sacrifice. He says to them, iron- 
ically, " Now ye are full, now ye are rich ; ye have reigned 
as kings without us." And then he adds, earnestly, "I 
would to God ye did reign, that we [persecuted apostles} 
also might reign with you. " (i Cor. 4:8.) They were en-: 
joying their Christianity by trying to get out of it and with 
it as much honor as possible , and the Apostle well knew 
that if they were faithful 3& followers of the Lord they would 
be in no such condition. Hence he reminds them that if 
indeed the long-looked -for reign had begun, he also would 
be reigning no less than they, and of the fa<5l that he by 
faithfulness was a sufferer for the truth's sake, which was 
a proof that their reign was premature, and a snare rather 
than a glory. Then, with a touch of irony, he adds, " We 
[apostles and faithful servants] are fools for Christ's sake, 
but ye are wise in Christ ; we are weak, but ye are strong ; 
ye are honorable, but we are despised. " I do not write 
these things merely to shame you : I have a better and a 
nobler objeft — to warn you ; for the path of present honor 
leads not to the glory and honor to be revealed ; but present 
suffering and self-denial are the narrow path to glory, honor, 
immortality and joint -heirship in the kingdom. Where- 
fore, I beseech you, be ye followers of me. Suffer and be 
reviled and persecuted now, that you may share with me 
the crown of life, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
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give me at ihat day ; and not to me only, but unto all those 
that love his appearing, — i Cor. 4: 10-17; 2 Tim. 4; 8. 

But, after a great deal of persecution had been faithfully 
endured by the early Church, theories began to spread to 
the effefl that the mission of the Church was to conquer 
the world, establish the kingdom of heaven on earth and 
reign over the nations before the Lord's second advent. This 
laid the foundation for worldly intrigue,- pomp and pride, 
CBtentatious show and ceremony in the Church, which was 
designed to impress, captivate and overawe the world, and 
which led step by step to the great claims of Papacy that as 
God's kingdom on earth it had a right to command the re- 
spect and obedience Jo its laws and ofiftcers of every kindred, 
nation and people. Under this false claim (and they seem- 
ingly deceived themselves as well as others) Papacy for a 
time crowned and uncrowned the kings of Europe, and still 
claims the authority which it is now unable to enforce. 

The same idea through Papacy has come down to Protest- 
antism, which also claims, though more vaguely, that some- 
how the reign of the Church is in progress j and like the 
Corinthians its adherents are "full" and "rich," and reign 
"as kings," as graphically described by our Lord (Rev. 
3 : 17, 18.) Thus it has come to pass that the merely nom- 
inal members of the Church — those not really converted, 
not really wheat, but tares, mere imitations of the wheat — 
far outnumber the true disciples of Christ, And these are 
much opposed to every real sacrifice and self-denial, do not 
suffer persecution for righteousness' [truth's] sake, and at 
most hold to only a form of fastings, etc, , instead. They are 
really reigning with the world and are not in the line of 
preparation for sharing in the real kingdom which is to be 
set up by our Lord at his second presence. 

To any careful observer, there is a manifest incongruity 
between this view and the teaching of Jesus and the apostles. 
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They taught that there can be no kingdom until the King 
comes. (Rev. 20 : 6 ; 3:21; 2 Tim, 2 : 12.) Consequently 
the kingdom of heaven must sufTer violence until that time, 
when it shall be set up in glory and power. 

TWO PHASES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

While it is true, as stated by our Lord, that the Kingdom 
of God Cometh not — does not make its first appe^ance — 
with outward show, in due time it is to be made manifest 
to all by outward, visible and unmistakable signs. When 
fully set up, the Kingdom of God will be of two parts, a 
spiritual or heavenly phase and an earthly or human phase. 
The spiritual will always be invisible to men, as those com- 
posing it will be of the divine, spiritual nature, which no 
man hath seen nor can see (i Tim. 6: 16; John i : 18); 
yet its presence and power will be mightily manifested, 
chiefly through its human representatives, who will consti- 
tute the earthly phase of the Kingdom of God, 

Those who will constitute the spiritual phase of the king- 
dom are the overcoming saints of the Gospel age — the 
Christ, head and body— glorified. Their resurreftion and 
exaltation to power precedes that of all others, because 
'through this class all others are to be blessed, (Heb, 11: 39, 
40.) 'V\\€\t%\%\h.'& first resurrection. (Rev. 20:5*.) The 
great work before this glorious anointed company — the 

•In this verse the words "^But tht rest of the dead lived not again, 
until the thousand years toere finished" asK spurious. They aie not 
found in the oldest end most reliable Greek MS5., the Sinaitic, Vatican 
Nos. 1209 aod 1 160, nor the Syriac MS. We must remember that many 
passages found in the modem copies are additions which do not pn^ 
crly belong to the Bible. Since comnmnded not to add to the Word of 
God, it is our duty to repudiate sucb additions as soon as their spurious 
character is established. The words indicated probably crept into the 
text by accident, in the fifth century; for no MS. of earlier date (either 
Greek or Syriac) contains this clause. It was probably at first merely a 
marginai cemmaU wxA^^Tj aieado', ex^H^ssiveof bis thought upon tba 
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Christ — Becessitates their exaltation to the divine nature : 
no other than divine power could accomplish it. Theirs 
is a work pertaining not only to this world, but to all things 
in Heaven and in earth — among spiritual as well as among 
human beings. — Matt. 28:18; Col. i;2o; Eph. 1:10; 
Phil, 2 : 10; I Cor. 6: 3. 

The work of the earthly phase of the Kingdom of God 
will be confined to this world and to humanity. And those 
so highly honored as to have a share in it will be the most 
text, and copied into the body of the text by some subsequent transcriber 
■who failed to disljnguisb between the text and the comment. 

However, the repudiation of thi^ clause is not essential to the " Plan " 
as herein set forth ; for the rest of the dead— the world at large— will 
not livi agaiit in the (a\\ sense, in the perfect sense that Adam lived be- 
fore he sinned and came under the sentence "dying thou shalt die." 
Perfe<ft life witbout weakness Or dying is the Only sense in which God 
recognises the word life. From his standpoint alt the world has al- 
ready lost life, is dying, and might now be more properly described as 
dead than as alive. — z Cor. 5 : 14; Matt 8 ; 12, 

The word rtsurrtetinn (Greek, anastasii) signifies raising up. As re- 
lated to man, it signifies raising up man to that condition firom which 
he fell, to full perfedUon of manhood — tbe thing lost through Adam. 
The pcrfei^ion 'from 'which our race fell is the perfedlion /^ whieh they 
will gradually rise, during the Millennial age of restitution or resurreC' 
tion (raising up). The Millennial age is not only the age of trial, but 
also the age of blessing, and through resurreftion or restitution to life 
all that was lost is to be restored to all who, when they know and have 
opportunity, gladly obey. The process of resurredKon will be a gradual 
one, requiring the entire age for its full accomplishment ; though the 
mere awakening to a measure of life and consciousness, as at present en- 
joyed, will of course be a momentary work. Consequently it will not 
be until the thotAsand years are finished tbot tbe race will have fully 
attained the complete measure of life lost in Adam. And since any- 
thing short of perfe<fl life is a condition of partial death, it follows that, 
although the above words are no part of tbe inspired record, it would 
be stri(5lly true to say that the rest of ike dead will not live again (will 
not regain the fulness of life lost) until the thousand years of restitution 
mnd blessing are complete. 
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exalted and honored of God among men. These are the 
class referred to in Chapter VIII. (page 145), whose judg- 
ment day was previous to the Gospel age. Having been 
tried and found faithful, in the awakening they will not be 
brought forth to judgment again, but will at once receive 
the reward of their faithfulness — an instantaneous resurrec- 
tion to perfe<5lion as men. (Others than these and the spir- 
itual class will be gradually raised to perfedlion during that 
Millennial age.) Thus this class will be ready at once 
for the great work before it as the human agents of the 
Christ in restoring and blessing the remainder of mankind. 
As the spiritual nature is necessary to the accomplishment 
of the work of Christ, so perfe6l human nature is appro- 
priate for the future accomplishment of the work to be done 
among men. These will minister among and be seen of 
men, while the glory of their perfection will be a constant 
example and an incentive to other men to strive to attain 
the same perfeftion. And that these ancient worthies will 
be in the human phase of the kingdom and seen of man- 
kind is fully attested by Jesus' words to the unbelieving 
Jews who were rejecting him. He said, "Ye shall see 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the 
K-ingdom of God. ' ' It should ,be noticed also, that the 
Master' does not mention that he or the apostles Tvill be vis- 
ible with Abraham, As a matter of fafl, men will see and 
mingle with the earthly phase of the kingdom, but not with 
the spiritual ; and some will, no doubt, be sorely vexed to 
find that they rejefted so great an honor. 

We are not given explicit information as to the exa<3; 
manner in which these two phases of the heavenly kingdom 
will harmoniously operate ; but we have an illustration of 
the manner in which they may operate, in God's dealings 
with Israel through their representative, Moses, Aaron, 
Joshua, the prophets, etc. — though the coming manifests^ 
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tions of divine power will far exceed those of that typical 
age ; for the work of the coming age comprises the awaken- 
ing of all the dead and the restoration of the obedient to 
perfeftion. This work will necessitate the establiskment of 
a perfect government among men, with perfect men in posi- 
tions of control, that they may rightly order the affairs of 
state. It will necessitate the appointment of proper edu- 
cational facilities of every charafter, as well as philan- 
thropic measures of various kinds. And this noble work 
of thus elevating the race by sure and steady steps (under 
the direftion of the unseen spiritual members of the same 
kingdom) is the high honor to which the ancient worthies 
are appointed, and for which they will come forth prepared 
soon after the final wreck of the kingdoms of this world 
and the binding of Satan, their prince. And as the divinely 
honored representatives of the heavenly kingdom, they will 
soon receive the honor and co-operation of all men. 

To gain a place in the earthly phase of the kingdom of 
God will be to find the gratification of every desire and 
ambition of the perfeft human heart. It will be a glorious 
and satisfying portion from the first entrance into it, and 
yet the glory will accumulate as time advances and the 
blessed work progresses. And when, at the end of a thou- 
sand years, the great work of restitution is accomplished by 
the Christ (in great measure through the agency of these 
noble human co-workers); when the whole human race (ex- 
cept the incorrigible — Matt. 25 : 46 ; Rev, ao : 9) stands 
approved, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, in 
the presence of Jehovah, these who were instrumental in 
the work will shine among their fellow-men and before 
God and Christ and the angels, as "the stars forever and 
ever." (Dan. la: 3.) Their work and labor of love will 
never be forgotten by their grateful fellow-men. They will 
be held in everlasting remembrance. — Fsa. iia : 6< 
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But great as will be the accumulating glory of those per- 
fect men who will constitute the earthly phase of the king- 
dom, the glory of the heavenly will be the glory that ex- 
celleth. While the former will shine as the stars for- 
ever, the latter will shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment — as the sun. (Dan. 12:3-) The honors of heaven as 
well as of earth shall be laid at the feet of the Christ. The 
human mind can approximate, but cannot clearly conceive, 
the glory to be revealed in the Christ through the countless 
ages of eternity. — Rom. 8:18; Eph. ^ : 7-12. 

It is through these two phases of the kingdom that the 
promise to Abraham is to be verified — " In thee and in thy 
seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed," "Thy 
seed shall be as the sand of the sea, and as the stars of 
heaven" — an earthly and a heavenly seed, both God's in- 
struments of blessing to the world. Both phases of the 
promises were clearly seen and intended by God from the 
beginning, but only the earthly was seen by Abraham- 
And though God selefted from the natural seed the chief 
of the spiritual class (the apostles and others), and proffered 
the chief blessing, the spiritual, to all of that nation living 
in the due time for that heavenly call, this was just so much 
beyond what Abraham ever saw in the covenant — favor 
upon favor. 

Paul (Rom. 11:17) speaks of the Abrahamic covenant 
as a root out of which fleshly Israel grew Tiaturally, but into 
which the Gentile believers were grafted when the natural 
branches were cut off because of unbelief This proves 
the double fulfilment of the promise in the development of 
the two seeds, earthly (human) and heavenly (spiritual), 
which will constitute the two phases of the kingdom. This 
root- covenant bears these two distin<5l kinds of branches, 
each of which in the lesurreftion will bear its own distinct 
kind of perfect fruitage — the human and spiritual classes is 
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kingdom power. In order of development it was first the 
natural (earthly), afterward the heavenly rulers ; but in order 
of grandeur of position and time of instalment, it will be 
first the spiritual, afterward the natural ; and so there are 
last which shall be first, and first which shall be last. — Matt. 
19 r 30; Luke 16 : i6. 

The promise made to Abraham, to which Stephen refers 
(A<5ts 7:5), and in which Israel trusted, was earthly ; it 
related to the land. God "promised that he would give 
it to him for a possession," said Stephen. And God said 
to Abraham, "Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the 
place where thou art, northward and southward and east- 
ward and westward ; for all the land which thou seest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever. And I will 
make thy seed as the dust of the earth, so that if a man can 
number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed be num- 
bered. Arise, walk through the land, in the length of it 
and in the breadth of it ; for I will give it unto thee," 
(Gen. 13 : 14-17,) Stephen shows that this promise must 
yet be fulfilled ; for he declares that God gave Abraham 
"none inheritance in it [in the land], no, not so much as 
to set his foot on." 

The Apostle, writing of this same class of ancient wor- 
thies — Abraham among others — agrees with Stephen's state- 
ment that the promise to Abraham has not yet been fulfilled ; 
and he go^ further and shows that those earthly promises 
cannot and will not be fulfilled until the still higher heav- 
enly promises concerning the Christ (Head and body) are 
fulfilled. He says of them : These all died in faith, not 
[/, t., without] having received [the fulfilment of] the 
promise, God having provided some better thing for us [the 
Christ], that they without us should not Be made perfe6t. 
(Heb. II ; 13, 39, 40.) Thus is shown again that the Re- 
deemer and Restorer is spiritual, having given up the human 
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a sacrifice for all, and that from this spiritual dass when highly 
exalted all blessings must proceed, whoever may be hon- 
ored as its instruments or agents, — Rom, 12:1; Gal. 3:29, 

The earthly phase of the kingdom is thus seen to be 
Israelitish ; and around this fa<5i cluster those many proph- 
ecies which relate to the prominence of that nation in God's 
plan for the future blessing of the world, when their taber- 
nacle, fallen in the dust, shall be restored, and Jerusalem 
shall be a praise in the whole earth. We find statements 
by both prophets and apostles which clearly indicate that 
in the times of restitution Israel as a nation will be the first 
among the nations to come into harmony with the new order 
of things ; that the earthly Jerusalem will be rebuilt upon 
her old heaps j and that their polity will be restored as in 
the beginning under princes or judges. (Isa. i : 26 ; Psa. 
45 : 16; Jer. 30 : 18.) And what could be more reasonably 
expefted than that Israel should first of all rejoice to recog- 
nize the prophets and patriarchs ? and that their acquaint- 
ance with and long discipline under the \iw should have 
prepared them for trafl ability and obedience under the 
authority of the kingdom ? And while Israel will be the 
first of the nations to be recognized and blessed, it is writ- 
ten also of Israel that "The Lord shall save the tents of 
Judah first." 

We do not deem it of importance to enter into a discus- 
sion as to where the "lost tribes ' ' of Israel are to be sought. 
It may or may not be true, as some claim, that those "lost 
tribes" are traceable to certain civilized nations of the 
present day. But though some of the suggested proofs are 
not unreasonable, yet, as a whole, it is largely inference 
and guess-work. But should it yet be clearly demonstrated 
that some of the civilized nations are descendants of the 
lost tribes, it would prove no advantage to them under the 
"heavenly" "high calling," which, since their national re- 
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jeAion, knows no difference between Jew and Greek, bond 
and free. Should such evidence ever become clear (which 
as yet it is not), it would be in perfeft hannony with the 
prophecies and promises relating to that nation yet await- 
ing fulfilment in and under the earthly phase of the kingdom. 

Natural attachment, as well as a still surviving measure of 
trust in the long unfulfilled promises, and all their natural 
prejudices, will be favorable to Israel's general and speedy 
acceptance of the new rulers; while their habits of measur- 
able obedience to the law will also be favorable to their 
speedy harmony with the principles of the new government. 

As Jerusalem was the seat of empire under the typical 
Kingdom of God, it will again occupy the same position, 
and be "the city of the Great King." (Psa.48:3; Matt 
5:35.) A city is a symbol of a kingdom or dominion, and 
so God's Kingdom is symbolized by the New Jerusalem, the 
new dominion coming from heaven to earth. At first it 
■will consist of only the spiritual class, the Bride of Christ, 
which, as seen by John, will gradually come down to earth ; 
that is, it will gradually come into power as the present em- 
pires break in pieces, during the Day of the Lord. In due 
time, however, the earthly phase of this city or government 
■will be established, parts or members of which will be the 
ancient worthies. There will not be two cities (govern- 
ments), but one city, one heavenly government, the one for 
which Abraham looked, "a city which hath foundations" 
— a government established in righteousness, being founded 
upon the sure rock foundation of the righteousness of Christ 
the Redeemer, the value of man's ransom which he gave, 
and the firmness of divine justice, which can no more con- 
demn the redeemed than it could previously excuse the 
guilty. — Rom. 8:3i-34J i Cor. 3:11. 

Glorious City of Peace ! whose walls signify salvation, 
protection and blessing to all who enter it, whose founda- 
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tions laid in justice can never be moved, and whose buildw 
and designer is God ! It is in the light which will shine 
fiom this glorious city (kingdom) of God that the nations 
(people) will walk on the highway of holiness, up to per- 
fe^ion and to full harmony wit;h God. — Rev. 21 : 24. * 

When mankind reaches perfeftion at the close of the 
Millennial age, as already shown, they will be admitted into 
membership in the Kingdom of God and given the entire 
control of earth as at ft ret designed — each man a sovereign, 
a king. This is clearly shown in the symbolic proph- 
ecy of John (Rev. 21 : 24-26); for in vision he not only 
saw the people walk in the light of it, but he saw the kif^ 
enter it in glory ; yet none could enter who would defile it 
None can become identified with that city (kingdom) who 
has not first been thoroughly tested j none who would work, 
or love to work, deceit and unrighteousness; only those 
whom the Lamb will write as worthy of life everlasting, 
and to whom he will say, " Come, ye biased of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you," 

It should be remembered, then, that though undoubtedly 
the literal city of Jerusalem will be rebuilt, and though 
probably it will become the capital of the world, yet many 
prophecies which mention Jerusalem and its future glories 
refer, under that as a symbol, to the Kingdom of God to be 
established in great splendor. 

Concerning the future glory of the earthly phase of the 
kingdom as represented in Jerusalem, the prophets speak 
in glowing terms, saying : "Break forth into joy, sing to- 
gether, ye waste places of Jerusalem ; for the Lord hath 
com fo rt ed his people , he hat h redeemed Jerusalem . " " Be- 
hold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy." 

* The following words are omitted from tbis verse by the most authen- 
tic ancient manuscripts, viz., " of them 'which art saved" also "anditm' 
»," The latter words are abo Uduug from verse 26. 
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** Rejoice ye with Jerusalem and be glad with her, . . . that 
ye may be delighted with the abundance of her glory ; for 
saith the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a 
river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream." 
" At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the 
Lord, and all nations shall be gathered unto it." "And 
many people shall go and say. Come ye, and let us go up 
to the mountain [kingdom] of the Lord, to the house of 
the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths ; for out of Zion [the spiritual 
phase] shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem" — the earthly phase. — Isa.53:9; 65:18; 66; 
10-12; Jer. 3: 17; Isa, 2:3. 

When considering the many precious promises of fiiture 
blessing made to Israel, and expefting an accurate fulfil- 
ment of them to that people, it is proper that we should 
remember that as a people they are typical, as well as adlual. 
In one aspect they are typical of the whole world of man* 
kind ; and their Law Covenant, of obedience and life, was 
typical of the New Covenant to be established with the 
world during the Millennial and future ages. 

The blood of atonement under their typical covenant, 
and the priesthood which applied it to that nation, typified 
the blood of the New Covenant and the Royal Priesthood 
which will, during the Millennium, apply its cleansings 
and blessings to the whole world. Thus their priesthood 
typified the Christ, and that nation typified all for whom 
the real sacrifice was made, and to whom the real blessings 
will come — "every man," " the whole world." 

Then let us remember that though the future blessings, 
like the past, will be to the Jew first, and also to the Gen- 
tile, it will be in the matter of time only that the Jews will 
have the precedence to divine favor ; and this we have shown 
would be a natural consequence of their training under the 
24 
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Law, which in due time will serve its purpose to bring them 
to Christ. Though it brought only a remnant of them at 
the first advent, it will bring them as a people at the second 
advent, and as a people they will be a fiist-fniit among the. 
nations. Ultimately every blessing promised to Israel, ex- 
cept those pertaining to the elected classes, will have, not 
only its aiStual fuliilment in that people, but also its anti- 
typical fulfilment in all the families of the earth. Under 
that government " God will render to every naan according 
to his deeds — glory, honor, and peace to every man that 
worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile ; for 
there is no respedl of persons with God. ' ' — Rom. 2 : 6, lo, 1 1. 
The Apostle Paul calls our attention specially to the sure- 
nesB of God's promises to Israel in the future, and sho^ 
what favors they lost by unbelief, and what favors are still 
sure. He says that it was because of pride, hardness of 
heart and unbelief that Israel as a people had not obtained 
that for which they sought — the chief place in divine favor 
and service, Paul's reference here is not to all the genera- 
tions of Israel, from Abraham down, but to those genera- 
tions living at the time of the first advent ; and his words 
would apply to all their generations which have lived during 
the Gospel age, the age wherein the chief favor has been 
offered — the high calling to the divine nature and joint- 
heirship with Jesus. This favor Israel as a people has failed 
to recognize and lay hold of. And though God visited the 
Gentiles and called many of them through the gospel, they, 
like fle^ly Israel, will fail to obtain the heavenly prize. 
Nevertheless, a class, a remnant, a little flock from among 
all the called ones, heeds the call, and, by obedience and self- 
sacrifice, makes its calling and eledlion sure. Thus what 
Israel as a people failed to obtain, and what the nominal 
Christian Church also fails to obtain, is given to the eleft 
or selefted class, the faithful "body of Christ" — ele£l or 
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duwen (according to the fore-knowledge of God) through 
san£tification of the spirit and belief of the truth. — 2 Thes. 
2; 13 J I Pet. 1 : 2. 

But though, through the rejeftion of Messiah, Israel did 
lose all this special favor, yet Paul shows that this did not 
prove them entirely cut off from favor ; for they still had the 
same privilege of being grafted into Christ and, the spirit- 
ual favors which the rest of mankind enjoyed, if, during 
the time that call was being made, they accepted in faith ; 
for, argues Paul, God is as able to graft them in again as to 
giafl in wild branches, and as willing, if they continue not 
in unbelief. — Rom, 11 : 33, 24. 

Moreover, Paul argues that though Israel lost the chief 
blessing, *' which heseeketh for " the chief place in God's 
kingdom, yet it remains that gieat promises are still due 
to be fulfilled toward that people ; for, he reasons, God's 
gifts, callings, covenants and promises are not to be turned 
aside unfulfilled. God knew the end from the beginning ; 
he knew that Israel would rejeft Messiah ; and his unequiv- 
ocal promises to them in view of this knowledge give us 
assurance that Israel is yet to be used of the Lord in service, 
as his agency in blessing the world, though " Israel hath not 
obtained that which he seeketh for " — the chief favor. Paul 
then proceeds to show that God's covenant promises to 
Israel were of such a nature as to leave it open and indefi- 
nite whether as a people they would be the heavenly or the 
earthly seed — whether they would inherit and fulfil the 
higher or the lower service mentioned in the promises. 
God kept secret the higher spiritual fevor until due time, and 
the promises made to them mentioned the earthly favor only, 
though he favored them by the first offer of the spiritual 
favors also, and so offered them more than he had ever prom- 
ised. In a word, the heavenly promises were hidden in the 
earthly. These promises, says Paul, cannot (ail, and the 



368 The Plan of the Agti. 

offering of the hidden fevor first, and Israel's blind rejas 
tion of it, in no way invalidates or disannuls the other 
feature of the promise. Hence he declares that though 
brael as a nation is cast off from favor during the time the 
Bride of Christ is being selected from both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, yet the time will come when, the Deliverer (Christ, 
Head and body) being complete, divine favor will return 
to fleshly Israel, and the glorious Deliverer will turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob,* and so all Israel will be saved, 
[recovered to favor], as it is written by the prophet. The 
Apostle's words are : — 

"Brethren, that you may not be conceited with your- 
selves, I wish you not to be ignorant of this secret, that 
hardness in some measure has happened to Israel until ^^ 
fulness of the Gentiles may come in [until the full number 
selected from the Gentiles has been .completed], .And thea 
all Israel will be saved, as it has been written, ' The Deliv- 
erer [Christ, Head and body] shall come out of Zion and. 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. ' And ' This is the 
covenant with them from me, when I shall take away their 
sins. ' In relation to the Glad Tidings, indeed, they are 
enemies on your account ; but in regard to the eIe<flion they 
are [still] beloved on account of the fathers, because the 
gracious gifts and calling of God are not things to be re- 
pented of. Besides, as you [Gentiles] were once disobedient 
to God, but have now obtained mercy by their disobedi- 
ence ; so also, now, these have disobeyed so that they may 
obtain mercy through your mercy [at the hands of the glori- 
fied Church]. For God shut up together all, for disobedi- 
ence, that he might have mercy on all. [Compare Rom. 
S : 17-19.] O the depth of the riches and wisdom azul 
knowledge of God," — Rom. 11 : 25-33. 

'Spiritual Israel is never called "Jacob." 
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HEIRS OF THE KINGDOM. 

"Who shall ascend into the hill [literally mountain^ sym- 
bol of kingdom] of Jehovah? or who shall stand in Ms holy 
place [temple] P He that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart." — Psa. 24: 3, 4. 

The city of Jerusalem was built upon a mountain top — 
a double top ; for it was separated by the valley Tyropceon 
into two parts. Still it was one city, surrounded by one wall, 
with bridges connefling the two divisions. On one of these 
mountain tops the Temple was built. This might be under- 
stood to symbolize the union of the kingly and the priestly 
qualities in the glorified Church; or, the one Kingdom of 
God with its two phases — the spiritual temple, not of earthly 
origin, but of a new, heavenly or spiritual nature (Heb. 
9:ii),separate from, yet united with, the earthly phase. 

David appears to refer to the two places. It was an 
honor to be of the city at all, and a still greater honor to 
ascend into the holy temple, into the sacred pre<:in<5ts of 
which only the priests were permitted to enter. And David 
shows that purity of life and honesty of heart are necessary 
to any who would attain either honor. They that would be 
of the Royal Priesthood are exhorted to purity, even as the 
high priest of our profession is pure, if they would be ac- 
counted worthy of joint-heirship with him. And he that 
hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
This, as already shown, is a purity of intent, reckoned to us 
as absolute or aftual purity, Christ's imputed purity sup- 
plying our unavoidable deficiency, and compensating for 
our unavoidable weaknesses, while we walk after the spirit 
and not after the flesh. 

But let it not be forgotten that purity, sincerity and en- 
tire consecration to God are essential to all those who would 
enter the Kingdom of God in either phase. It was thus 
with those ancient worthies who will inherit the earthly 
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phase of the kingdom under Christ, They loved righteous- 
ness and hated iniquity, and were deeply grieved and peni- 
tent when overtaken by a fault, or stumbled by a weakness 
or besetment. So, too, it has been with the foithful of the 
Gospel age ; and so it will be with all in the Millennial age, 
when the spirit of God, the spirit of truth, is poured upon 
all flesh. The overcomers of that age will also need to 
Strive for purity of heart and life, if they would have a right 
under God's airajigement to enter into the city — the king- 
dom prepared for them from the foundation of the world 
— the original dominion restored. 

THE IRON RULE. 

Many erroneously suppose that when Christ's Millennial 
Kingdom is inaugurated every one will be pleased with its 
ruling. But not so. Its regulations will be far more exa<5t- 
ing than those of any previous government, and the liber- 
ties of the people will be restri^ed to a degree that will be 
galling indeed to many now clamoring for an increase of 
liberty. Liberty to deceive, to misrepresent, to overreach 
and to defraud others, will be entirely cut off. Liberty to 
abuse themselves or others in food or in drink, or in any way 
to corrupt good manners, will be totally denied to all. 
Liberty or license to do wrong of any sort will not be 
granted to any. The only liberty that will be granted to 
any will be the true and glorious liberty of the sons of God 
— liberty to do good to themselves and others in any and 
in every way ; but nothing will be allowed to injure or 
destroy in all that Holy Kingdom. (Isa, 11:9; Rom. 
8 ; 21.) That rule will consequently be felt by many to be 
a severe one, breaking up all their former habits and cus- 
toms, as well as breaking up present institutions founded 
upon these false habits and false id^s of liberty. Because 
of its firmness and vigor, it is symbolically called an iron 
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role — " He shall rule them with a rod of iron. ' ' (Compare 
Rev. 3 : 26, 27 ; Psa. 2 r 8-1 2 and 49 : 14.) Thus will be ful- 
filled the statement, " Judgment will I lay to the line and 
righteousness to the plummet. And the hail [righteous judg- 
ment] shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters 
£truth] shall overflow the hiding place," and every hidden 
thing shall be revealed. — Isa. 28117; Matt. io:z6. 

Many will feel rebellious against that perfeft and equita- 
ble rule because accustomed in the past, under the rule of 
the present prince, to lord it over their fellow mortals, and 
to live wholly at the expense of others without rendering 
compensating service. And many and severe will be the 
stripes which a present life of self-indulgence and gratifica- 
tion will naturally demand and receive under that reign, 
before such will learn the lessons of that kingdom — equity, 
justice, righteousness. (Psa. 89 : 32 ; Luke 1 2 ; 47, 48.) The 
lesson on this subjedt comes first to the living generation, 
and is near at hand. — James 5 . 

But, blessed thought ! when the Prince of Life has put in 
force the laws of righteousness and equity with an iron 
rule, the masses of mankind will learn that "Righteousness 
exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people." 
They will learn that God's plan and laws are best in the 
end for all concerned, and ultimately they will learn to iove 
righteousness and hate iniquity. (Psa. 45 : 7; Heb, 1 ; 9.) 
All who under that reign have not learned to love the 
right will be counted unworthy of lasting life and will be 
cut off from among the people. — A6ls 3 : 23 j Rev. 20 : 9; 
Psa. II 15-7. 

THE KINGDOM EVERLASTING. 

"Jehovah shall be King over all the earth in that day." 
{Zech. 14:9.) The kingdom which Jehovah will estab- 
lish in the hands of Christ during the Millennium will be 
Jehovah's kingdom, but it will be under the dire^ control 
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of Christ, as his vicegerent, in much the same manner as the 
Southern States were dealt with after the Rebellion by the 
United States government. The Southern States for a while 
were not permit ted to govern themselves by elecSing their own 
officers, lest they should not conform to the Constitutional 
laws of the Union ; but governors, with full power to anS, 
were placed in control for the purpose of reconstrmSing 
those state governments and bringing them back into full 
harmony with the central government. Thus the special 
reign of Christ over the af&irs of earth is for a limited time 
and for a particular purpose, and it will terminate with the 
accomplishment of that purpose. Man, through rebellion, 
forfeited his God -given rights — among others, self-govern- 
ment in harmony with Jehovah's laws. God, through 
Christ, redeems all those rights, and secures the right for 
man not only to return personally to his former estate, but 
also to return to his former oflice as king of earth. But 
to bring man back, as God designs, in the way best suited 
to impress the lesson of present experience — namely, by re- 
quiring him to put forth effort toward his own recovery — 
will require a strong, a perfe<3: government. And this 
honor of completing man's recovery, the right to which he 
died to secure, is conferred upon Christ; and "he must 
reign until he hath put all enemies under his feet" — until 
none exist who do not recognize, honor and obey him. 
Then, having accomplished his mission as regards the re- 
construftion or restitution of mankind, he will deliver up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father, and mankind will 
deal diredlly, as at first, with Jehovah — the mediation of 
the man Christ Jesus having accomplished fully and com- 
pletely the grand work of reconciliation. — i Cor. ^5 : 25-28. 
The kingdom, when delivered up to the Father, will still 
be the Kingdom of God, and the laws will always be the 
same. All mankind, then perfeAly restored, will be capa* 
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ble of rendering perfect obedience, in letter as well as in 
spirit ; while now, the spirit of obedience or endeavor to 
observe God's law is all of which men are capable. The 
fall letter of that perfeft law would condemn them at once 
to death. (2 Cor. 3:6.) Our acceptableness now is only 
through Christ's ransom. 

Until actually perfe<^, "It is a fearfiil thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God." (Heb. 10: 31.) Now, and 
until a<5tually perfeft, none could stand before the law of 
exa<5t justice: all need the mercy provided freely under 
Christ's merit and sacrifice. But when Christ delivers 
op the kingdom to the Father, he will present them fault- 
less before him, fit and able to enjoy everlasting blessed- 
ness under Jehovah's perfedl law. All fearfulness will then 
be gone, and Jehovah and bis restored creatures will be in 
perfe<Sl harmony, as at first. 

When, in the end of the Millennial age, Christ delivers 
up the dominion of earth to the Father, he does so by de- 
livering it to mankind as the Father's representatives, who 
were designed from the first to have this honor, (i Cor. 
15 : 24; Matt, 25 : 34.) Thus the Kingdom of God lasts 
forever. And so we read in our Lord's words : Then shall 
the King say to them on his right hand [those who, during 
the Millennial reign, will have attained the position of favor 
by harmony and obedience], Come, ye blessed of my Fa- 
ther [you whom my Father designs thus to bless], inherit 
the kingdom prepared for YOU from the foundation of the 
world. 

This kingdom and honor prepared for man should not 
be confounded with that still higher kingdom and honor 
prepared for the Christ, which were " ordained before the 
world unto our glory ' ' (i Cor. 2 : 7), and to which we were 
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world. And 
though the spedal intervention and reign of the Christ over 
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earth will close, as foreshown, we must not conclude that 
Christ's glory and dominion and power will then cease. 
Nay, Christ is associated forever with all the divine glory 
and power at the right hand of Jehovah's favor; and his 
Bride and joint-heir will forever share his increasing glory. 
What wondrous works in other worlds await the power 
of this highly exalted agent of Jehovah, we will not here 
snnnise, further than to suggest the infinitude and &6tWitf 
of divine power, and the boundlessness of the universe. 

Truly, then, in whatever phase of the kingdom our inter- 
est centers, it is "the desire of all nations;" for under it 
all will be blessed. Hence, all may earnestly long for that 
time ; and alt may well pray, " Thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven." It is for this that 
ignorantly the whole creation has long been groaning and 
waiting — waiting for the manifestation of theSonsof God, 
the kingdom which will crush out evil and bless and heal 
all nations.^Rom. £: 19; 16: ao. 



STUDY XV. 
THE DAY OF JEHOVAH. 

Tn«"DATOP Jbhovah/' thh"Datof Vbhghanch/' thh " Dat of Wrath." 
— A TixB OF Great Thoubl?, — It5 Cause. — Thb Bivle's Ti^timokt Rkuhd- 
iHG XT. — Its FiftK aha StorUj Its Shaking and Mbltihc, Suowtf to bs Sth* 
BOLic. — David's Tistihony. — Thh Revelator's TESTWOPfV, — Tke pHESEirr 

SlTtTATtOIT AND THE FlTTORE OTTCOOK A£ V[BWSt> BY THE OpFOSIHO PakTICS, 

Cafttalists and Wagh-Workkrs.^A Rekedt Which Will Not Succeed. — 
The Veil Lifted a?ip Lit^HT Advitted Jvst in Dub Ttiua. — Tkf« Proof or 
This. — The CoHDmotf of the Saikts During the Trouble, aitd Thbik 
Proper Attitude Toward It, 

'THE "Day of Jehovah" isthenameof that period of time 
■*■ in which God's kingdom, under Christ, is to be gradu- 
ally "set up " in the earth, while the kingdoms of this worid 
are passing away and Satan's power and influence over men 
are being bound. It is everywhere described as a dark day 
of intense trouble and distress and perplexity upon man- 
kind. And what wonder that a revolution of such propor- 
tions, and necessitating such great changes, should cause 
trouble. Small revolutions have caused trouble in every 
age ; and this, so much greater than any previous revolu- 
tion, is to be a time of trouble such as never was since 
there was a nation — no, nor ever shall be. — Dan. 12:1; 
Matt. 24: 21, 22. 

It is called the " Day of Jehovah ' ' because, though Christ, 
with royal title and power, will be present as Jehovah'9 
representative, taking charge of all the affairs during this 
day of trouble, it is more as the General of Jehovah, subdu- 
ing all things, than as the Prince of Peace, blessing all. 
Meantime, as false and imperfect views and systems fall, 
the standard of the new King will rise, and eventually he 

37 S 
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shall be recognized and owned by all as King of kings. 
Thus it is presented by the prophets as Jehovah's -work 
to setup Christ's dominion : " I will give thee the Gentiles 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thy possession." (PSa. 2:8.) "In the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom." (Dan. 
3 : 44.) The Ancient of days did sit, and there was brought 
before him one like unto a son of man, and there was given 
htm a dominion, that all kingdoms should serve and obey 
liim. (Dan. 7:9, 15, 14, 22, 27.) Added to these is Paul's 
statement that, when Christ shall accomplish the object of 
bis reign, "then shall the Son also himself be subje(5l 
unto him [the Father] that put all thikgs t»iDER him." 
— 1 Cor. 15 : 2S. 

This period is called the "Day of Vengeance of our 
God," and a "Day of Wrath." (Isa. 61 : 2; 63 : 1-4 j Psa. 
no: 5.) And yet the mind that grasps only the idea of 
anger, or supposes divine malice, seriously errs. God has 
established certain laws, in harmony with which he operates, 
and those who from any cause come into confli<5t with these 
reap the penalty or wrath of their own course. God's coun- 
sel to mankind has been continually rejected, except by 
the few i and, as we have shown, he p>ermitted them to have 
their own way and to drop him and his counsels from their 
hearts. (Rom. i : 28.) He then confined his special care 
to Abraham and his seed, who professed to desire his way 
and his service. Their hardness of heart as a people, and 
the insincerity of their hearts toward God, not only natur- 
ally prevented them from receiving Messiah, but just as 
naturally prepared them for and led them into the trouble 
which terminated their national existence. 

And so the light borne in the world during the Gospel 
age by the true Church of Christ (the class whose names are 
viitten in heaven) has borne witness to the civilized world 
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of the difference between right and wrong, good and evil, 
aad of a coining time in which the one will be rewarded 
and the other punished. (John 16:8-11; Adts 24: 25,) 
This would have had a wide influence upon men had they 
heeded the Lord's instni<5tion, but, wilful as ever, they have 
profited little by the advice of the Scriptures, and the 
trouble of the Day of the Lord will come as a consequence 
of the negleft. Again, it may be said to be the wrath of 
God inasmuch as it comes through disregard of his coun- 
sels, and as a revrard of unrighteousness. Nevertheless, 
viewed in another light, the trouble coming upon the world 
Js the natural or legitimate result of sin, which God fore- 
saw, and against which his counsels would have prote<5ted 
them, had they been followed. 

While God's message to the Church has been, " Present 
yotir bodies a living sacrifice" (Rom, 12 : i), his message 
to the world has been, "Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy 
lips from speaking guile ; depart from evil and do good ; 
seek peace and pursue it." (Psa. 34:13,14.) Few have 
heeded either message. Only a little flock sacrificed ; and 
as for the world, though it nailed up the motto, " Honesty 
is the best policy," it has negle<Sled in general to praflice 
it. It heeded rather the voice of avarice — Get all you can 
of riches and honor and power in this world, no matter what 
the method by which you obtain it, and no matter who loses 
by your gain. In a word, the trouble of this Day of the 
Lord would not come, could not come, if the principles of 
God's law were observed to any considerable extent. That 
law briefly summed up is — Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and thy neighbor as thyself. (Matt, 
32: 37-39.) It is because the depraved or carnal mind is 
Opposed to this law of God, and is not subjedl to it, that, 
as a natural conset^uence, the trouble will come, as reaping 
after sowing. 
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The carnal or depraved mind, so far from loving its 
neighbor as itself, has always been selfish and grasping— 
often leading even to violence and murder to get for self 
tiie things possessed by otheis. However exercised, the 
seliish principle is always the same, except as governed by 
circumstances of birth, education and surroundings. It 
has been the same in every age of the world, and will be, 
nntU, by the force of the iron rule of Messiah, not might 
nor greed, but love, will decide what is right, and enforee 
it, until all may have opportunity to learn the superior bene- 
fits of the rule of righteousness and love as compared with 
that of selfishness and might ; until, under the influence of 
the sunlight of truth and righteousness, the selfish, stony 
heart of man will become once more as when God pro- 
nounced it "very 'good" — a heart of fl<sh. — Ezek. 36 : z6. 

Looking back, we can see without difficulty how the 
change from Godlike love and kindness to hard selfishness 
came about . The circumstances tending to promote selfish- 
ness were encountered as soon as man, through disobedi- 
ence, lost the divine favor and was exiled from his Edea 
home, where his every want had been bountifully supplied. 
As our condemned parents went forth and began the battle 
of life, seeking to prolong existence to its farthest limit, 
they were met at once with thorns and briers and thistla 
and sterile ground \ and the contending with these pro- 
duced weariness and the sweat of face which the Lord had 
declared. Gradually the mental and moral qualities began 
to dwarf from lack of exercise, while the lower qualities 
retained fuller scope from constant exercise. Sustenance 
became the principal aim and interest of life ; and its cost 
in labor became the standard by which all other interests 
were estimated, and Mammon became master of men. 
Can we wonder that under such circumstances mankind bc- 
came selfish, greedy and grasping, each striving for most— 
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first of the necessities, and secondly of the honors and luxu- 
ries bestowed by Mammon ? It is but the natural tendency 
of which Satan has taken great advantage. 

During past ages, under various influences (amongotherst 
ignorance, race prejudices, and national pride), the great 
wealth of the world has generally been in the hands of the 
few — the rulers — to whom the masses rendered slavish obe- 
dience as to their national representatives, in whose wealth 
they felt a pride and an interest as their own representa- 
tively. But as the time drew near in which Jehovah de- 
signed to bless the world through a Restitution at the hands 
of Messiah, he began to lift up the vail of ignorance and 
superstition, through modem facilities and inventions j and 
■with these came the general elevation of the people and 
the decreasing power of earthly rulers. No longer is the 
wealth of the world in the hands of its kings, but chiefly 
among the people. 

Though wealth brings many evils, it also brings some bless- 
ings: the wealthy obtain better educations — ^but thus they 
are lifted intelledtually above the poorer people and become 
more or less associated with royalty. Hence an aristocracy 
exists which has both money and education to back it, and 
to assist in its avaricious struggle to get all it can and to 
keep self in the front rank at any cost. 

But, as intelligence spreads, as the people take advantage 
of educational facilities, now so abundant, they begin to 
think for themselves ; and with the self-esteem and selfish- 
ness in them led on by a Uttie learning — sometimes a dan- 
gerous thing — they fancy that they see ways and means by 
which the interests and circumstances of all men, and espe- 
cially their own, can be promoted at the cost of the fewer 
numbers in whose hands the wealth now lies. Many of 
these, doubtless, honestly believe that the confli<5ting inter- 
ests of Mammon's woishipeis (themselves on one side, and 
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the wealthjr on th« other) could be easily and faMy adjusted ; 
and no doubt they feel that were they wealthy they would 
be very benevolent, and quite willing to love their neighbors 
as themselves. But they evidently deceive themselves; for 
in their present condition very few indeed manifest such a 
spirit, and he that would not be faithful in the use of a little 
of this world's goods would hot be faithfiil If he had greater 
riches. In fa^, circumstances prove thisj for some of the 
hardest hearted and most selfish among the wealthy are 
those who have risen suddenly from the humble walks of life. 
On the contrary, while by no means excusing but re- 
proving covetousness and grasping selfishness on the part of 
all classes, it is but projier to notice that the provision made 
for the sick and helpless and poor, in the way of asylums, 
hospitals, poor-houses, public libraries, schools and various 
other enterprises for the good and comfort of the masses^ 
father than of the wealthy, is maintained mainly by taxes 
and donations from the rich. These institutions almost 
always owe their existence to the kind hearted and benevo- 
lent among the rich, and are matters which the poorer classes 
have neither the time, nor generally the necessary educatloa 
or interest, to bring into successful operation. 

Nevertheless, to-day sees a growing opposition betweea 
the wealthy and laboring classes — a growing bitterness 
on the part of labor, and a growing feeling among the 
wealthy that nothing but the strong arm of the law will 
protect what they believe to be their rights. Hence, the 
-wealthy are drawn closer to the governments ; and the Trage- 
working masses, beginning to think that laws and govern- 
meats were designed to aid the wealthy and to restrain the 
poor, are drawn toward Communism and Anarchy, think- 
ing that their interests would best be served thereby, and 
not realizing that the worst government, and the most ex> 
peosivei is vastly better than no government at alL 
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' Many scriptures clearly show that this will be the char- 
ader of the trouble under which present civil, social and 
religious systems will pass away ; that this is the way in 
which increase of knowledge and liberty will result, be- 
cause of man's imperre<Stion, meutal, moral and physical. 
These scriptures will be referred to in due course; but here 
we can only call attention to a few of the many, advising 
our readers meanwhile that in many of the prophecies of 
the Old Testament in which Egypt, Babylon and Israel 
figure so largely, not only was there a literal fulfilment in- 
tended, but also a secondary and larger one. Thus, for 
instance, the predi<^ions regarding the fall of Babylon, etc., 
must be considered extravagant beyond measure, did we not 
recognize a symbolic and antitypical as well as a literal 
Babylon. The book of Revelation contains predictions 
recorded long after literal Babylon was in ruins, and hence 
evidently applicable only to symbolic Babylon j yet the 
close resemblance of the words of the prophets, apparently 
dire6:ly addressed to literal Babylon, are thus shown to be- 
long in an especial sense to symbolic Babylon. la this 
larger tulfilment, Egypt represents the world; Babylon 
represents the nominal Church, called Christendom ; while, 
as already shown, Israel often represents the whole world 
in its Justified condition, as it will be — its glorious Royal 
Priesthood, its holy Levites and its believing and worship- 
ing people, justified by the sacrifice of the Atonement, and 
brought into a condition of reconciliation with God. To 
Israel the blessings are promised, to Egypt the plagues, and 
to strong Babylon a wonderful, complete and everlasting over- 
throw, "as a great millstone cast into thesea" (Rev. 18: 31), 
never to be recovered, but to be held in everlasting odium. 
The Apostle James points out this day of trouble, and 
tells of its being the result of differences between capital 
and labor. He says: "Come now, ye wealthy I wail ye, 
2G 
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howling at your hardships that are coming upon you. Your 
wealth has rotted [lost its value], and your garments have 
become moth-eaten : your gold and silver have become rusted 
out, and their rust for a witness to you shall be, and shall 
eat your flesh as fire. Ye treasured it up in the last days. 
Behold I the wages of the workers who cut down your 
fields — that which has been kept back by reason of you 
[of your hoarding] is crying out ; and the outcries of those 
who reaped, into the ears of the Lord of the whole people 
have entered." (Jas. 5 : 1-4.) He adds that the class com- 
ing into trouble has been used to luxury, obtained largely 
at the cost of others, among whom were some of the right- 
eous, and out of them, because they resisted not, the very 
life had been crushed. The Apostle urges the "brethren" 
to bear patiently whatever their part may be, looking be- 
yond, and expefting deliverance through the Lord. This 
very condition of things can now be seen approaching \ 
and in the world, among those who are awake, "men's 
hearts are failing them for looking after the things that are 
coming on the earth." All know that the constant ten- 
dency of our times is toward lower wages for labor, unless 
where the prices are artificially sustained or advanced by- 
labor combinations, strikes, etc.; and with the present senti- 
ment of the masses, all can see that it is but a question of 
time when the lowest point of endurance will be reached, 
and a revolt will surely result. This will alarm capital, 
which will be withdrawn from business and manufadluring 
channels and hoarded in vaults and treasuries, to eat itself 
up with charges for its protecSion in idleness, to the great 
annoyance of Its owners. This in turn will certainly pro- 
duce bankruptcy, financial panic and business prostration, 
because all business of magnitude is now conduced largely 
on credit. The natural result of all this will be to throw 
out of employment tens of thousands who are dependent 
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on their wages for daily bread, and to fill the vorld with 
tramps and persons whose necessities will defy all law. 
Then it will be as described by the prophet (Ezek. 7 : i<^ 
19), when the buyer need not rejoice, nor the seller mourn ; 
for trouble will be upon the entire multitude and there will 
be no security of property. Then all hands will be feeble 
and helpless to turn aside the trouble. They will cast 
their silver in the streets, and their gold will be removed. 
Their silver and their gold will not be able to deliver them 
in the day of the Lord's wrath. 

It should not be forgotten that though the last forty years 
of the existence of Israel as a nation was a day of trouble, 
a "day of vengeance" upon that people, ending in the 
complete overthrow of their nation, yet their day of wrath 
was but a shadow or type of a sttU greater and more exten- 
sive trouble upon nominal Christendom, even as their past 
history as a people during their age of favor was typical of 
the Gospel age, as will be conclusively shown hereafter. 
All then will see why these prophecies concerning the Day 
of the Lord should be, and are, addressed to Israel and 
Jerusalem more or less dire<Sly, though the connections 
show clearly that all mankind is included in the complete 
fiilfilments. 

Take another prophetic testimony (Zeph. i : 7-9, 14-18). 
"The Lord hath prepared a slaughter, he hath bid his 
gueste. [Compare Rev. 19 : 17.] And it shall come to pass 
in the day of the Lord's slaughter that I will punish the 
princes and the king's children, and all such as are clothed 
in imported clothing. And I will inflict punishment [also] 
on all those [marauders] who leap over the threshold on that 
day, who fill their masters' hous» with violence and deceit. 
[This shows not only that there will be a great overthrow 
of wealth and power in this time of trouble, but that those 
trho will for the time be the instruments of heaven in break- 
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ing down present systems will also be punished for their 
equally unjust and unrighteous course; for the coming 
trouble will involve all classes, and bring distress upon aU 
the multitude.] 

" Nigh is the great Day of the Lord : it is nigb. Nearer 
and louder comes the uproar of the Day of the Lord. 
There the mighty shall shriek bitterly I That day is a day 
of wrath, a day of distress and anxiety, a day of wasting 
and desolation, a day of darkness and obscurity [uncertainty 
and foreboding, as well as present distress], a day of clouds 
[trouble] and tempestuous gloom, a day of the trumpet [the 
seventh symbolic trumpet, which sounds throughout this day 
of trouble — also called the trump of God, because connected 
with the eventt of this Day of the Lord] and shouting 
sgaimt the fenced cities and the high battlements [clamor- 
ous and confli(^ing denunciations of strong and weU-in- 
trenched governments]. And I will bring distress upon 
men, and they shall walk about as blind men [gropii^ in 
uncertainty, not knowing what course to pursue], because 
they have sinned against Jehovah. Their blood shall be 
poured out as the dust, and their flesh shall be as dung. 
Neither their silver oor their gold shall be able to deliver 
them in the day of the Lord's wrath [though previously 
wealth could furnish ease and every luxury], but the whole 
land shall be devoured by the fire of his seal; for destruc- 
tion, yea, quite sudden, will he prepare for all them [the 
wealthy] tiiat dwell in the land." This destruction will 
destroy many of the wealthy in the sense that they will 
cease to be wealthy, though doubtless tt will also involve the 
loss of many lives of all classes. 

We shall not attempt to follow the prophets in tibeir de- 
tails, fiom various standpoints, of the trouble of that day, 
but shall follow briefly the thought last su^ested by the 
prophet abovej namely, the devourii^ of the whole eardi 
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with the FIRE of God's zeal. This prophet refers to the 
same fire, etc., again (Zeph. 3: 8, 9), saying: "Wait ye 
upon me, saith Jehovah, until the day that I rise up to the prey ; 
for my decision is to gather the nations [peoples], to draw 
together the kingdoms, to pour upon them [the kingdoms] 
my indignation, even all my fierce anger. [The gathering 
of the pasples of all nations in common interest in opposi- 
tion to present goventments is growing ; and the result will 
be a uniting of the kingdoms for common safety, so that 
the trouble will be upon all kingdoms, and all will fall.] 
For all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my 
Mai. Yea [then, after this destrudion of kingdoms, after 
this destruction of the present social order in the fire of 
trouble], then will I turn unto the people a pure language 
[the pure Word — uncontaminated by human tradition], that 
they may call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him 
with one accord." 

This fire of God's zeal is a symbol, and a forcible one, 
representing the intensity of the trouble and the detrac- 
tion which will envelop the whole earth. That it is not a 
literal fire, as some suppose, is evident from the fa<^ that 
the people remain after it, and are blessed. That the peo- 
ple who remain are not saints, as some would suggest, is 
evident from the &6t that they are then turned to serve the 
Lord, whereas the saints are turned (converted) already.* 

*We mention this is an oflset to tbe ailment of some irho regard 
the fire ss litertd, and wbo claim that the literal earth is to be melted, 
etc. lliese, to fit their theor7,cIaim that "Mf/m>^/f," here mentioned, 
we the saints, who, after the earth has melted and cooled off, will re- 
tnm to earth and build houses and inhabit them, plant vincTards and 
eat the frnit of them, asd long enjof the work of their bands. They 
consider the present few fears m a training cr preparation for Inherit* 
ing, and forget that it would he completelj lost in the aerial experiences 
of the thousand at more jean of waiting for the earth to cool ofF — ac- 
eording to their theorjr. This is a serious mistake, and results from too 
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Throughout the Scriptures, earth, when used symbol- 
ically^, represents society ; mountains represent kingdoms ; 
heavens, the poweis of spiritual control ; jeas, the restless, 
turbulent, dissatisfied masses of the world. Mre repre- 
sents the destru(5tion of whatever is burned — tares, dross, 
earth (social organization), or whatever it may be. And 
when brimUone is added to fire in the symbol, it intensifies 
the thought of destruction ; for nothing is more deadly to 
all forms of life than the fumes of sulphur. 

With this thought in mind, if we turn to Peter's sym- 
bolic prophecy of the Day of Wrath, we find it in perfe<ft 
accord with the above testimony of the prophets. He says : 
"The world that was, being overflowed with water, perished. 
[Not the literal earth and literal heavens ceased there, bat 
that dispensation or arrangement of things, existing before 
the flood, passed away,] But the heavens and the earth 
which are now [the present dispensation] by the same word 
[of divine authority] are kept in store, resenred unto fire," 
The fadt that the water was literal leads some to believe that 
the fire also must be literal, but this by no means fallows. 
The temple of God once was of literal stones, but that 
does not set aside the faft that the Church, which is the true 
temple, is built up a spiritual building, a holy temple, not 
of earthly material. Noah's ark was literal, too, but it 
typified Christ and the power in him which will replenish 
and reorganize society. 

"The Day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night 
[unobservedly], in the which the heavens [present powers 
of the air, of which Satan is the chief or prince] shall pass 
away with a great [hissing] noise, and the elements shall 

literel an interprctadon of the figures, parables, symbols and dark saj- 
inga of our Lord and the apostles and prophets. FoUowiixg up the same 
BfTor, these claim that there will be no raount»ins and seas after this 
fin, Jailing to m« iStaX all these, as well as the Are, are symbols. 
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melt with fervent heat ; the earth [social organization] also, 
and the works that are therein [pride, rank, aristocracy, 
royalty], shall be burned up. The heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat. Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for 
new heavens [the new spiritual power — Christ's kingdom] 
and a new earth " [earthly society organized on a new basis 
— on the basis of love and justice, rather than of might and 
oppression].— 2 Peter 3: 6, 7, 10-13, 

It should be remembered that some of the apostles were 
prophets as well — notably Peter, John and Paul. And 
while as apostles they were God's mouthpieces to expound 
the utterances of preceding propRets for the benefit of the 
Church, they were also used of God as prophets to predidV 
things to come, which, as they become due to be fulfilled, 
become meat in due season for the household of faith, to 
dispense which, God in his own time raises up suitable ser- 
vants or expounders. (See our Lord's statement of this 
fa£t — Matt. 24:45,46). The apostles as prophets were 
moved upon to write things which, not being dut in their 
day, they could but imperfeftly appreciate, even as it was 
with the Old Testament prophets (1 Pet. i : 12, 13), though, 
like them, their words were specially guided and dire<Sed 
BO that they have a depth of meaning of which they were 
not aware when using them. Thus emphatically the Church 
is ever guided and fed by God himself, whoever may be his 
mouthpieces or channels of communication, A realization 
of this must lead to greater confidence and trust in Gcd's 
Word, notwithstanding the imperfections of some of his 
mouthpieces. 

The Prophet Malachi (4:1) tells of this Day of the 
Lord under the same symbol. He says : " The day cometh 
that shall bum as an oven ; and all the proud, yea, and all 
that do wickedly, shall be stubble ; and the day that cometh 
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shall bum them up . . . that it shall leave them neither 
lOOt nor branch." Pride, and every other cause from which 
haughtiness and oppression could again spring forth, will be 
entirely consumed by the great trouble of the Day of the 
Lord and by the after disciplines of the Millennial age, — 
the last of which is described in Rev. 30 : 9. 

But, while pride (in all its forms sinful and detestible) is 
to be utterly rooted out, and all the proud and wicked are 
to be utterly destroyed, it does not follow that there is no 
hope for a reformation in this class. No, thank God : while 
this fire of God's just indignation will be burning, the Judge 
will grant opportunity iox fulling some out 0/ the eonsuming 
fire (Jude 23); and thdse only who refuse the aid will 
perish with their pride ; because they have made it part of 
their character, and refuse to reform. 

The same prophet gives another description of this day 
(Mai. 3 : r-3),in which again,under the figure of fire, he shows 
how the Lord^s children will be purified and blessed and 
tnought nigh to him by having the dross of error destrcyedi 
— " The Messenger of the Covenant, whom ye delight in : 
behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who may- 
abide the day of his coming ? and who shall stand [the test] 
when he appeareth ?. for he is as a refiner's fire ; . . . and he 
shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver : and he shall purify 
the sons of Levi [typical of believers, of whom the chief are 
the Royal Priesthood} and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness." 

Paul refers to this same fire, and this refining process 
affefting believers in the Day of the Lord (i Cor. 3:13-15), 
and in such a manner as to leave it beyond all question 
that the symbolic fire will destroy every error, and thus 
effefi purification of faith. After declaring that he refers 
only to those building their faith upon the only recognized 
foundation, Christ Jesus' finished work of redemption, be 
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nys: "Now if any man build [charafter] upon tMs founda- 
tion, gold, silver, precious stones [divine truths and cor- 
tesponding charafler, or] wood, hay, stubble [traditional 
erroi3 and corresponding unstable characters], every man's 
work shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare 
it, because it shaU be revealed by fire ; and so every one's 
work [2 Pet. 1 15-1 1], whatever it is, the same fire will prove." 
Suicly even the most prejudiced will concede that the fire 
which tries a spiritual work is not literal fire ; fire is an ap- 
propriate symbol to represent the utter destni<5tion of condi- 
tions represented here by wood, hay and stubble. This fire 
will be powerless to destroy the faith-and-chaiadler strmftuie 
built with the gold, silver and precious stones of divine truth, 
and founded upon the rock of Christ's ransom-sacrifice. 

The Apostle shows this, saying: •' If any man's work 
abide which he hath built thereupon [upon Christ] he shall 
receive a reward. [His reward will be in proportion to 
his iaithfulnes in building, making use of the truth in the 
development of true charafler — putting on the whole armor 
of God.] If any man's work shall be consumed, he shall 
suffer loss [loss of the reward, because of unfaithfulness], but 
he himself shall be preserved so as through a fire "-7- singed, 
scorched and alarmed. All who build on the lock founda- 
tion of Christ's ransom are sure: none that trust in his 
righteousness as their covering will ever be utterly con- 
founded. But those who wilfuHy rejedt him and his work, 
after coming to & clear, full knowledge thereof, wilt be 
Bubject to the second death. — Heb. 6:4-8; 10:26-31. 

is\. yet another way is this trouble of the Day of the Lord 
fymbolically described. The Apostle shows ( Heb. 1 2 : 36- 
39) that the inauguration of the Law Covenant at Sinai 
ms typical of the introduction of the New Covenant to 
the world at the opening of the Millennial age, or reign 
of Christ's kingdom. He says that in the ty^ God'* 
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voice shook the literal earth, but now he hath promised) say- 
ing, " Yet once for all [finally], I will shake not only the 
earth, but the heaven also." Concerning this the Apostle 
explains, saying, "Now this [statement], Yet once for all, 
denotes the removal of the things shaken, because they are 
fabricated [false, made up, not the true], so that the un- 
shaken things [true, righteous things, only] may remain. 
"Wherefore, seeing that we are to receive a kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, let us hold fast the favor through which 
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and piety j 
for [as it is written]. Our God is a consuming fire." Thus 
we see this apostle uses a storm to symbolize the trouble of 
this Day of the Lord, which he and others elsewhere refer 
to under the symbol of fire. The same events are here noted 
that are described under the fire symbol, namely, the sweep- 
ing away of all falsities, both from believers and from the 
world — errors regarding God's plan and chara<5ter and Word, 
and also errors as to social and civil affairs in the world. 
It will be good indeed for all to be rid of these fabrications, 
■which came to man largely through his own depraved de- 
sires, as well as by the cunning craftiness of Satan, the wily 
foe of righteousness ; but it will be at great cost to all con- 
cerned that they will be swept away. It will be a terribly 
hot fire, a fearful storm, a dark night of trouble, which will 
precede the glorious brightness of that Kingdom of Right- 
eousness which can never be shaken, that Millennial day in 
which the Sun of Righteousness will shine forth in splendor 
and power, blessing and healing the sick and dying but re- 
deemed world. — Compare Mai. 4; 2 and Matt. 13 : 43, 

David, the prophet through whose Psalms God was pleased 
to foretell so much concerning our Lord at his first ad- 
vent, gives some vivid descriptions of this Day of Trouble 
by which his glorious reign will be introd'jced ; and he 
these various symbols — fire, stotm and darkness— 
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alternately and interchangeably, in his descriptions. Thus, 
for instance, tie says (Psa. 50:3) : "Our God shall come, 
and shall not keep silence : a fire shall devour before him, 
and it shaU be very tempestuous round about him." In 
Psa, 97 ; a-6 : *' Clouds and darkness are round about him : 
righteousness and justice are the support of his throne. A 
fire goeth before him and bumeth up his enemies round 
about. His lightnings give light to the world ; the earth 
seeth it and trembleth. The mountains melt away like wax 
at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the Lord 
of the whole earth. The [new] heavens [then] tell of his 
righteousness, and all the people see his glory. ' ' Psa, 46 : 6 : 
*' The peoples raged, the kingdoms were moved : he uttered 
bis voice, the earth melted." Again(Psa. 110:2-6), "Rule 
thou in the midst of thine enemies. , . . The Lord at thy 
right hand shall crush kings in the day of his wrath. He 
will judge among the nations — there shall be a fiilness of 
corpses. He crusheth the heads [rulers] over many coun- 
tries." Again (46: T-s), "God is our protection; . , . 
therefore we will not fear when the earth [society] is trans- 
fonned, and when the mountains [kingdoms] are swept 
into the midst of the sea [swallowed up by the turbulent 
masses], when the waters thereof roar and are troubled [in- 
filiated], when the mountains shake with the swellings there- 
of. .. . God will help her [the Bride, the faithful " little 
flock"] at the dawning of the morning. " And in the same 
Fsahn, verses 6-10, the same story is re-sUted in other sym- 
bols : — " The peoples rage, kingdoms are displaced ; he let- 
teth his voice be heard, the earth [society] melteth, Jehovah 
of hosts is with »f, a Tower for us is the God of Jacob." 
Then, viewing the results of that time of trouble from be- 
yond it, he adds : " Come ye, behold the deeds of the Lord 
.—what desolations he hath made in the earth. . . , Desist 
[from your former ways, O people] and know [come to the 
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knowledge] that I am God. I will be exalted among the 
peoples, I will be exalted in the earth," The "new earth" 
or new order and arrangement of society will exalt God 
and his law, as over and controlling all. 

Another testimony in proof of the &61 that the Day of 
the Lord will be a great day of trouble and of destnidtioo 
to every form of evil (yet not a time of literal burning of 
the earth) is furnished in the last symbolic prophecy of the 
Bible. Referring to this time when the Lord will take his 
great power to reign, the si<mn and firt are thus described 
—"And the nations were enraged and thy wrath came," 
(Rev. 1 1 : 17, iS.) And again, " And out of his mouth 
proceeded a two-edged broadsword, that with it he should 
smite the nations : and he shall rule them with a rod of iron : 
and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath 
of Almighty God. . . . And I saw the beast [symbolic], 
and the kings of the earth and their armies, gathered to- 
gether to make war against him that sat on the horse, and 
against his army. And the beast was taken, and with him 
the false prophet. . . . These were cast alive into a lake of 
fire burning with brimstone." — Rev. 19 : 15, 19. 

We cannot here digress to examine these symbols^ 
"beast," "false prophet," "image," "lake of fire," 
"horse," etc., etc. For this the reader is referred to a 
succeeding volume. Now we would have you notice that 
the great symbolic battle, and the harvesting of the vine 
of the earth here described as closing the present age 
and opening up the Millennial age ( Rev, 20 : 1-3), are 
but other symbols covering the same great and troublous 
events elsewhere symbolically called fire, storm, shaking, 
etc. In conne^^ion with the battle and winepress figures of 
Revelation, note the striking harmony of Joel 2:9-16 and 
Isa. 13: I— II, in describing the same events by similar fig- 
ures. The variety of symbolic figures used helps us to ap- 
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predate more fiilly all the features of that great and nota- 
ble Day of the Lord. 

THE PRESENT SITUATION. 

We here leave the prophetic statements regarding tl^ 
day, to mark more particularly the present aspect of affairs 
in the world, as we now see them shaping themselves for 
the rapidly approaching confli6t — a conflict which, when 
its terrible dimax is reached, must necessarily be a short 
one, else the race would be exterminated. The two riv^ 
parties to this battle are already visible. Wealth, arrogance 
and pride are on one side, and widely-prevailing poverty, 
ignorance, bigotry and a keen sense of injustice are on the 
other. Both, impelled by selfish motives, are now organ- 
izing their forces all over the civilized world. With our 
eyes anointed with truth, wherever we look we can see that 
the sea and the waves are already roaring and lashing and 
foaming out against the mountains, as represented in the 
threats and attempts of anarchists and dbcontents whose 
numbers are constantly increasing. We can see, too, that 
the friction between the various factions or elements of 
society is rapidly getting to the point described by the 
prophets, when the earth (society) will be on fire, and the 
elements will melt and disintegrate with the mutually gen- 
erated heat. 

It is of course difficult for people, on whichever side of 
this controversy they may be, to see contrary to their own 
interests, habits and education. The wealthy feel that they 
have a right to more than their proportional share of this 
world's goods ; a right to purchase labor and every com- 
modity as low as they can ; a right to the fniit of their 
efforts ; and a right to use their intelligence so to run their 
business as to make profit for themselves and to increase 
their hoarded wealth, no matter who else may be compelled 
by force of circumstances to drag through life with few of 
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its comforts, even if with all of its nec^sities. Tbey reason 
thus ; It is the inevitable ; the law of supply and demand 
must govern ; rich and poor have always been in the world \ 
and if the wealth were evenly divided in the morning, some 
would, through dissipation or improvidence, be poor before 
night, while others, more careful and prudent, would be 
rich. Besides, they will argue with effedl. Can it be 
expe^ed that men of greater brain power will undertake 
vast enterprises, employing thousands of men, with the 
risks of large losses, imless there be hopes of gain and 
some advantage ? 

The artisan and the laborer, on the contrary, will say : 
We sec that while labor enjoys many advantages to-day 
above any other day, while it is better paid, and can there- 
fore procure greater comforts, yet it is in this enjoying only 
its right, from which it has long been debarred to some' 
extent ; and it is thus properly deriving a share of the ad- 
vantages of the inventions, discoveries, increasing knowl- 
edge, etc., of our time. We recognize labor as honorable, 
and that, when accompanied with good sense, education, 
honesty and principle, it is a^ honorable, and has as many 
rights, as any profession. And, on the contrary, we esteem 
idleness a discredit and disgrace to all men, whatever their 
talent or occupation in life. All, to be valued and appreci- 
ated, should be useful to others in some respedl. But though 
realizing our present improvement and advancement, in- 
tellectually, socially and financially, we realize this to be 
more the result of circumstances than of human design on 
the part of either ourselves or our employers. We see our 
improved condition, and that of all men, to be the result 
of the great increase of intelligence, invention, etc. , of the 
past fifty years particularly. These came up so rapidly that 
labor as well as capital got a lift from the tidal wave, and 
was carried to a higher level \ and if we could see a pros- 
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pe£t that the flood tide would contiaue to rise, and to ben- 
efit all, we would feel satisfied ; but we are anzious and 
restless now because we see that this is not the case. We 
see that the flood tide ts beginning to turn, and that where- 
as many have been lifted high in wealth by it, and are 
firmly and securely fixed upon the shore of ease, luxury and 
opulence, yet the masses are not thus settled and secured, 
but are in danger of being carried as low as ever, or lower, 
by the under current of the now ebbing tide. Hence it is 
that we aie disposed to grasp hold of something to insure 
our present state and our fiirther advancement before it is 
too late. 

To state the matter in other words, we (artisans and la- 
borers) see that while all mankind has largely shared the 
blessings of the day, yet those who by reason of greater 
talent for business, or by inheritance, or by fraud and 
dishonesty, have become possessors of tens of thousands 
and millions of dollars, have not only this advantage over 
all others, but, aided by the mechanical inventions, etc, 
they are in a position to continue the ratio of their increase 
in wealth, in proportion to the decrease in the wage-workers' 
salaries. We see that unlera we take some steps toward the 
prote6lion of the increasing number of artisans against the 
increasing power of monopoly, combined with labor-saving 
machinery, etc., the cold-blooded law of supply and de- 
mand will swallow us up completely. It is against this 
impending disaster, rather than against present conditions, 
that we organize and seek protedlive arrangements. Each 
■day adds largely to our numbers by natural increase and by 
immigration ; and each day adds to the labor-saving ma- 
chinery. Each day, therefore, increases the number seek- 
ing employment and decreases the demand for their service. 
The natural law of supply and demand, therefore, if per> 
mitted to go on uninterruptedly, will soon bring labor 
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back where it was a century ago, and leave all the advan- 
tages of OUT day in the hands of capital. It is this that we 
seek to avert. 

This ultinu^ tendency of many real blessing to work 
injury, unless restrained by wise and equitable laws, was 
long since seen ; but the rapidity with which one invention 
has followed another, and the consequent increased demand 
for labor in providing this labor-saving machinery, has been 
so great that the ultimate result has been delayed, and in- 
stead, the world has had a " boom " — an inflation of values, 
wages, wealth, credits (debts) and ideas — from which the 
reaction is now commencing gradually to take place. 

In the last few yeais there have been produced in vast 
quantities agricultural implements of every description which 
enable one man to accomplish as much as Ave could formerly. 
This has a two-fold effedt : hist, three times as many acres are 
worked, giving employment to three out of the five laborers, 
thus setting two adrift to compete for otlier labor j secondly, 
the three who remain can, by the use of the machinery, pro- 
duce as great a crop as fifteen would have done without it. 
The same or greater changes are wrought in other depart- 
ments by similar agencies; for instance, in iron and steel 
making. Its growth has been so enormous that the number 
of employes has greatly increased, notwithstanding the &6t 
that machinery has enabled one man at present to accom- 
plish about as much as twelve did formerly. One of the 
results will be that very shortly the capacity of these ex- 
tensive works will more than meet the present enormous 
demands, and the demands, instead of continuing to in- 
crease, will probably decrease ; for the world is &st being 
supplied with railroads beyond present needs, and the 
yearly repairs on these could probably be supplied by 
less than one-half the present number of establishments. 

Thus we are brought m. conta£i with the peculiar condi- 
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tion in which there is an over-produ6tion, causing idleness 
occasionally to both capital and labor, while at the same 
time some lack the employment which would enable them 
to procure necessities and luxuries and thus in a measure 
cure the over-produ<Sion. .And the tendency toward 
both over-produ6tion and lack of employment is on the in- 
crease, and calls for a remedy of some kind which society's 
physicians are seeking, but of which the patient wiU not 
make use. 

While, therefore (continues the wage-worker), we realize 
that as the supply begins to exceed the demand, compe- 
tition is greatly reducing the profits of capital and ma- 
chinery, and throughout the world is distressing the rich 
by curtailing their profits, and in some cases causing them 
aAual loss instead of profit, yet we believe that the class 
which benefited most by the "boom" and inflation should 
suffer most in the rea^ion, rather than that the masses 
should suffer from it. To this end, and for these reasons, 
wage*workers are moving to obtain the following results — b/ 
legislation if possible, or by force and lawlessness in coui>> 
tries where, for any cause, the voice of the masses is not 
heard, and the interests of the masses are not conserved \— 

It is proposed that the hours of labor be shortened ia 
propKtrtion to the skill or severity of the labor, without a 
reduction of wages, in order thus to employ a greater nun^ 
ber of persons without increasing the produ^s, and thus 
to equalize the coming over-produftion by providing a 
larger number with the means of purchasing. It is pro- 
posed to fix and limit die rate of inter^t on money at 
much less than the present rates, and thus compel a lenieney 
of the lenders toward the borrowers or poorer dass, or 
else an idleness or rusting of their capitaL It is proposed 
that railroads shall either be the property of the people, op- 
erated by their servants^ government officials, or that Ieg:isla^ 
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tion shall restridt their liberties, charges, etc., and compel 
their operation in such a manner as to serve the public bet- 
ter. As it is, railroads built during a period of inflated val- 
ues, instead of curtailing their capital to conform to the gener- 
al shrinkage of values experienced in every other department 
of trade, have multiplied their originally large capital stocks 
two or three times (commonly called watering their stocks), 
without real value being added. Thus it comes that great 
railroad systems are endeavoring to pay interest and divi- 
dends upon stocks and bonded debts which on an average 
are four times as great as these railroads would actually 
cost to-day new. As a consequence the public suffers. 
Farmers are charged heavily for freights, and sometimes 
find it profitable to burn their grain for fuel ; and thus the cost 
of food to the people is greater without being to the far- 
mer's advantage. It is proposed to remedy this matter, so 
that railroads shall pay to their stockholders about four per 
cent, on their present a^ual value, and not four to eight 
per cent, on three or four times their present value, as many 
of them now do, by preventing competition through pool- 
ing arrangements. 

We well know, says the artisan, that in the eyes of those 
who hold watered railroad stocks, and other stocks, this re- 
duction of profits on their invested capital will seem terri- 
ble, and will come like drawing teeth, and that they will 
feel that their rights (?) to use their franchises granted by 
the people, to squeeze from them immense profits, based upon 
fictitious valuations, are being grievously outraged, and that 
they will resist it all they know how. But we feel that they 
should be thankful that the public is so lenient, and that 
they are not required to make restitution of millions of 
dollars already thus obtained. We feel that the time has come 
for the masses of the people to share more evenly the blessings 
of this day of blessings, and to do this it is necessary ao 
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to legislate that all greedy corporations, fat with money and 
power derived from the public, shall be restrained, and 
compelled by law to serve the public at reasonable rates. 
In DO other way can these blessings of Providence be se- 
cured to the masses. Hence, while great corporations, 
representing capital, are to a large extent a blessing and a 
benefit, we are seeing daily that they have passed the point 
of benefit and are becoming masters of the people, and if 
unchecked will soon reduce wage-workers to penury and 
slavery. Corporations, composed of numbers of people 
all more or less wealthy, are rapidly coming to occupy the 
same relation to the general public of America that the Lords 
of Great Britain and all Europe occupy toward the masses 
there, only that the corporations are more powerful. 

To accomplish our ends, continue the wage-workers, we 
need organization. We must have the co-operation of 
the masses or we can never accomplish anything against 
such immense power and influence. And though we are 
organized into unions, etc., it must not be understood that 
our aim is anarchy or injustice toward any class. We, the 
masses of the people, simply desire to protect our own 
rights, and those of our children, by putting reasonable 
bounds upon those whose wealth and power might other- 
wise crush us — which wealth and power, properly used and 
limited, may be a more general blessing to all. In a word, 
they conclude, we would enforce the golden rule — **Do 
unto others as you would that they should do to you." 

Happy would it be for all concerned if such moderate 
and reasonable means would succeed ; if the rich would rest 
with their present acquirements and co-operate with the 
great mass of the people in the general and permanent im- 
provement of the condition of all classes; if the wage- 
workers would content themselves with reasonable demands ; 
if the golden rule of love and justice could thus be put in 
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pnuftice. But men in their present condition will not ob- 
serve this rule without compulsion. Though there be some 
among the artisans of the world who would be thus mod- 
erate and just in their ideasr the majority are not so, but 
will be extreme, unjust and arrogant in their ideas and de- 
mands, beyond al] reason. Each concession on the part 
of capitalists will but add to such demands and ideas ; and 
all having experience know that the arro^nce and rule of 
the ignorant poor are doubly severe. And so among those 
of wealth — some are fiilly in sympathy with the laboring 
classes, and would be glad to a£l out their sympathy by 
making such arrangements as would gradually effect the 
needed reforms ; but they are greatly in the minority and 
wholly powerless in the operating of corporations and to 
a great extent in their private business. If they be mer- 
chants or manufa^urers, they cannot shorten the hours of 
labor or increase the wages of their employes; for compet- 
itors would then undersell them, and financial disaster to 
themselves, their creditors and their employes would follow. 
Thus we see the natural cause of the great trouble of this 
"Day of Jehovah." Selfishness, and blindness to all ex- 
cept their own interests, will control the majority on both 
sides of the question. Wage-workers will organize and 
uniff their interests, but selfishness will destroy the union ; 
and each, being actuated mainly by that principle, will 
scheme and conspire in that dire<Stion. The majority, igno- 
rant and arrogant, will gain control, and the better class 
will be powerless to hold in check that which their intelli- 
gence organized. Capitalists will become convinced that 
the more they yield the more will be demanded, and will 
soon determine to resist all demands, InsurreAion will 
result ; and in the general alarm and distrust capita] will be 
withdrawn from public and private enterprises, and business 
depression and financial panic will follow. Thousands of 
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men thrown out of employment in this way will finely be> 
come desperate. Then law and order will be swept away 
— the mountains will be swallowed up in that stormy sea. 
Thus the social earth will melt, and the governmental heav- 
ens (church and state) will pass away ; and all the proud, 
and all who do wickedly, will be as stubble. Then the 
mighty men will weep bitterly, the rich will howl, and 
fear and distress will be upon all the multitude. Even 
now, wise, fer-secing men find their hearts failing them as 
they look forward to those things coming upon the world, 
even as our Lord predicted. (Luke 21 ; 26.) The Scriptures 
^ow us that in this general rupture the nominal church 
(including all denominations) will be gradually drawn more 
and more to the side of the governments and the wealthy, 
will lose much of its influence over the people, and will 
finally fell with the governments. Thus the heavens [eccle- 
siastical rule], being on fire, will passaway with a great hissmg. 

AH this trouble will but prepare the world to realize that 
though men may plan and arrange ever so well and wisely, 
all their plans will prove futile as long as ignorance and 
selfishness are in the saddle and have the control. It 
will convince all that the only feasible way of corredling 
the difGculty is by the setting up of a strong and righteous 
government, which will subdue all classes, and enforce prin- 
ciples of righteoi^nras, until gradually the stony-hearted- 
ness of men will, under favorable influences, give place to 
the original image of God. And this is just what God has 
promised to accomplish for all, by and through the Millen- 
nial Reign of Christ, which Jehovah introduces by the chas- 
tisements and lessons of this day of trouble. — Ezek. 1 1 : 19 ; 
36 : 25, 36 ; Jer. 31 : 29-34 ; Zeph. 3:9; Psa. 46 : 8-ia 

Though this day of trouble comes as a natural and una- 
voidable result of man's fallen, selfish condition, and was 
ftilly foreseen and declared by the Lord, who foresaw that 
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bis laws and instni<flioDS would bedisregardedby all bat 
the few until experience and compulsion force obedience, 
yet all who realize the state of things coining should 
set themselves and their affairs in order accordingly. Thus 
we say to all the meek — the humble of the world, as well 
as the body of Christ ; Seek ye the Lord, ye meek of the 
earth which have wrought his judgment [his will] ; seek 
righteousness ; seek meekness, that ye may be partially hid- 
den in the day of the Lord's anger. (Zeph. 2:3.) None 
will entirely escape the trouble, but those seeking righteous- 
ness and rejoicing in meekness will have many advantages 
over others. Their manner of life, their habits of thought 
and a^ion, as well as their sympathies for the right, which 
will enable them to grasp the situation of affairs, and also 
to appreciate the Bible account of this trouble and its out- 
come, will all conspire to make them suffer less than others — 
especially from harassing fears and forebodings. 

The trend of events in this Day of the Lord will be very 
deceptive to those not Scripturally informed. It will come 
suddenly, as fire consuming chaff (Zeph, 2:2), in compari- 
son to the long ages past and their slow operation ; but not 
suddenly as a flash of lightning from a clear sky, as some 
erroneously expe<a who anticipate that all things written 
concerning the Day of the Lord will be fulfilled in a twenty- 
four hour day. It will come as "a thief in the night," in 
the sense that its approach will be stealthy and unobserved 
by the world in general. The trouble of this day will be 
in spasms. It will be a series of convulsions more frequent 
and severe as the day draws on, until the final one. The 
Apostle so indicates when he says — "as travail upon a 
woman." (i Thes. 5 : 2, 3,) The relief will come only 
with the birth of the new order of things — a new heavens 
[the spiritual control of Christ] and a new earth [re-organ- 
ized society] wherein dwelleth righteousness (2 Pet. 3 : 10, 
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13^) — in which justice and love, instead of power and self- 
ishness, will be the law. 

Each time these labor pangs of the new era come upon 
the present body politic, her strength and courage will be 
found less, and the pains severer. All that society's physi- 
cians (political economists) can do for her relief will be to 
help, and wisely dire€l the course of the inevitable birth— 
to prepare gradually the way for the event. They cannot 
avert it if they would ; for God has decreed that it shall 
come to pass. Many of society's physicians will, however, 
be totally ignorant of the real ailment and of the necessities 
and urgency of the case. These will undertake repressive 
measures; and as each paroxysm of trouble passes away, 
they will take advantage of it to fortify the resistive appli- 
ances, and will thereby increase the anguish ; and while they 
will not long delay the birth, their malpradlice will hastea 
the death of their patient ; for the old order of things will 
die in the labor of bringing forth the new. 

To lay aside the forcible figure suggested by the Apostle, 
and speak plainly : — The efforts of the masses for deliver- 
ance from the grasp of Capital and machinery will be /«- 
mature; plans and arrangements will be incomplete and 
insufficient, as time after time they attempt to force their 
way and burst the bands and limits of "supply and de- 
mand " which are growing too small for them. Each un- 
successful attempt will increase the confidence of Capital in 
its ability to keep the new order of things within its pres- 
ent limits, until at length the present restraining power of 
organizations and governments will reach its extreme limit, 
the co^ of social organism will snap asnnder, law and order 
will be gone, and wide-spread anarchy will bring all that 
the prophets have foretold of the trouble " such as was not 
since there was a nation" — and, thank God for the assur- 
ance added — ' ' nor ever shall be ' ' afterward. 
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The deliverance of Israel from Egypt and Trom the plagues 
which came upon the Egypt ions seems to illustrate the com- 
ing emancipation of the world, at the hands of the greater 
than Moses, whom he typified. It will be a deliverance 
from Satan and every agency he has devised for man's bond- 
age to sin and error. And as the plagues upon Egypt bad 
a hardening effefl as soon as removed, so the temporary re- 
lief from the pains of this Day of the Lord will tend to 
harden some, and they will say to the poor, as did the 
Egyptians to Israel, "Ye are idle,'* and therefore dissatis- 
fied ! and will probably, like them, attempt to increase the 
burden. (Exod. 5 : 4-23.) But in the end such will wish, 
as did Pharaoh in the midnight of bis last plague, that they 
had dealt more leniently and wisely long ago. (Exod. 12 ; 
30-33.) To mark further the similarity, call to mind that 
the troubles of this Day of the Lord are called "seven vials 
of wrath," or "seven last plagues," and that it is not until 
the last of these that the great earthquake [revolution] 
occurs, in which every mountain [kingdom] will disap- 
pear. — Rev. 16: r7-2o. 

Another thought with reference to this Day of Trouble 
is that it has come just in dtte time — God's due time. In 
the next volume of this work, evidence is adduced 
from the testimony of the X>aw and the Prophets of the 
Old Testament, as well as from Jesus and the apostolic 
prophets of the New Testament, which shows clearly and 
unmistakably that this Day of Trouble is located chrono- 
logically in the beginning of the glorious Millennial reign 
of Messiah. It is this necessary preparation for the com- 
ing work of restitution in the Millennial age thai precipi- 
tates the trouble. 

During the six thousand years interim of evil, and until 
the appointed time for the establishment of the righteous 
and powerful government of Christ, it would have been a 
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posftive injoiy to fallen men had they been afforded muck 
idle time, through an earlier development of present labor- 
saving machinery, or otherwise. Experience has given rise 
to the proverb that " Idleness is the mother of vice," thus ap- 
proving the wisdom of God's decree, "In the sweat of thy 
&ce shalt thou eat bread till thou return unto the dust." 
Like all God's arrangements, this is benevolent and wise, 
and for the ultimate good of his creatures. The trouble 
of the Day of the Lord, which we already see gathering, 
confirms the wisdom of God's arrangement; for, as we 
have seen, it comes about as the result of over-produ£lion 
by labor-saving machinery, and an inability on the part 
of the various elements of society to adjust themselves to 
the new circumstances, because of selfishness on the part 
of each. 

An unanswerable a^ument, proving that this is God's 
due time for the introduction of the new order of things, 
is that he is lifting the veil of ignorance and gradually 
letting in the light of intelligence and invention upon man- 
kind, just as foretold, when foretold, and with the rraults 
predicted. (Dan. 12:4, i.) Had the knowledge come 
sooner, the trouble would have come sooner \ and though 
society might have i«-organized after its storm and melting. 
It would have been not a new earth [social arrangement] 
wherein righteousness would prevail and dwell, but a new 
earth or arrangement in which sin and vice would have 
much more abounded than now. The equitable division 
of the benefits of labor-saving machinery would in time 
have brought shorter and shorter hours of labor ; and thus, 
released from the original safeguard, fallen man, with his 
perverted tastes, would not have used his liberty and time 
for mental, moral and physical improvement, but, as the 
history of the past proves, the tendency would have been, 
toward licentiousness and vice. 
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The partial lining of the veil n&w prepares thousands of 
conveniences for mankind, and thus furnishes, from the 
outstart of the age of restitution, time for education and 
moral and physical development, as well as for preparation 
for the feeding and clothing of the companies who will fiom 
time to time be awakened from the tomb. And further- 
more, it locates the time of trouble just where it will be of 
benefit to mankind, in that it will give them the lesson of 
their own inability to govern themselves, just at the Millen- 
nial dawn, when, by the Lord's appointment, he who re- 
deemed all is to begin to bless them with the strong rule of 
the iron rod, and with full knowledge and assistance 
: '^ereby they may be restored to original perfection and 
evci'ist'ng life. 

DUTY AND PRIVILEGE OF THE SAINTS. 

An important question arises regarding the duty of the 
saints during this trouble, and their proper attitude toward 
tiie livo opposing classes now coming into prominence. 
That some of the saints will still be in the flesh during at 
least a part of this burning time seems possible. Their po- 
sition in it, however, will differ from that of others, not so 
much in that they will be miraculously preserved (though 
it is distindlly promised that their bread and water shall be 
sure), but in the fa<5t that, being instrufted from God's 
Word, they will not feel the same anxiety and hopeless dread 
that will overspread the world. They will recognize the 
trouble as the preparation, according to God's plan, for 
blessing the whole world, and they will be cheered and 
comforted through it all. This is forcibly stated in Psa. 
91 ; Isa. 33 : 2-14, 15-24- 

Thus comforted and blessed by the divine assurance, the 
first duty of the saints is to let the world see that in the 
midst of all the prevailing trouble and discontent, and even 
while they share the trouble and suffer under it, they are 
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hopeful, cheerful and always rejoicing in view of the glori- 
ous outcome foretold in God's Word. 

The Apostle has written that " Godliness with contentment 
is great gain;" and though this has always been true, it 
will have double force in this Day of the Lord, when discon- 
tent is the chief ailment among all worldly classes. To these 
the saints should be a notable exception. There never was 
a time when dissatisfaction was so widespread ; and yet 
there never was a time when men enjoyed so many favors 
and blessings. Wherever we look, whether into the palaces 
of the rich, replete with conveniences and splendors of 
which Solomon in all his glory knew almost nothing, or 
whether we look into the comfortable home of the thrifty 
and temperate wage- worker, with its evidences of taste, 
comfort, art and luxury, we see that in every way the pres- 
ent exceeds in bountiful supply every other period since the 
creation, many- fold ; and yet the people are unhappy and 
discontented. The fa6l is that the desires of a selfish, de- 
praved heart know no bounds. Selfishness has so taken 
possession of all, that, as we look out, we see the whole world 
madly pushing and driving and clutching after wealth, A 
few only being successful, the remainder are envious and 
soured because they are not the fortunate ones, and all 
are discontented and miserable — more so than in any for- 
mer time. 

But the saint should take no part in that struggle. His 
consecration vow was that he would strive and grasp and 
run for a higher, a heavenly prize, and hence he is weaned 
from earthly ambitions, and labors not for earthly things, 
except to provide things decent and needful; for he is 
giving heed to the course and example of the Master and 
the apostles, i 

Therefore they have contentment with their godliness, 
not because they have no ambition, but because their ant- 
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bition is turned hearenvaid and absorbed in the effort to 
lay up treasure in heaven and to be rich toward God ; in 
view of which, and of their knowledge of God's plans 
revealed in his Word, they are content with whatever of 
an earthly sort God niay provide. These can. joyfully 
sing: — 

'Content, vhaterer lot I s«e, 
SinM 'tu God'i hand that leadetb roe." 

But alas 1 not all of God's children occupy this position. 
Many have fallen into the discontent prevalent in the world, 
and arc robbing themselves of the enjoyments of life be- 
cause they have left the Lord's footsteps and are casting 
their lot and talcing their portion with the world — seeking 
earthly things whether attaining them or not, sharing the 
world's discontent, and failing to realize the content- 
ment and peace which the world can neither give nor 
take away. 

We urge the saints, therefore, to abandon the strife of 
greed and vainglory and its discontent, and to strive for the 
higher riches and the peace they do afford. We would re- 
mind them of the Apostle's words; — 

"Godliness with contentment is great gain; for we 
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out. And having \n€edfuf\ food and raiment, 
let us therewith be content. But they that will [to] be 
rich [whether they succeed or not] fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts which 
drown [sink] men in ruin and dcstraflion. For a root of 
all vices is the love of money [whether in rich or poor], 
which some being eager /sr "wei^ led away from the &uth 
and pierced themselves through with many pangs. But 
thou, O man of God, iJee from these, and be pursuing right- 
eousness, godliness, &ith, love, endurance, meekness ; be 
oontestii^ in the n4>ble contest of the faith, lay hold on ever' 
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lasting life, unto which thou wast called and didst make a 
noble covenant." — 1 Tim. 6: 6-1 a. 

If the example of the saints is thus one of contentment 
and joyful anticipation, and a cheerful submission to present 
trials in sure hope of the good time coming, such living 
examples alone are valuable lessons for the world. And In 
addition to the example, the counsel of the saints to those 
about them should be in harmony with their faith. It 
should be of the nature of ointment and healing balm. Ad- 
vantage should be taken of circumstances to point the world 
to the good time coming, to preach to them the coming 
Kingdom of God, and to show the real cause of present 
troubles, and the only remedy. — Luke 3 : 14; Heb. 13 : S j 
Phil. 4; It. 

The poor world groans, not only under its real, but also 
under its &ncied ills, and especially under the discontent of 
selfishness, pride and ambitions which fret and worry men 
because they cannot fully satisfy them. Hence, while we 
can see both sides of the question, let us counsel those wil- 
ling to hear to contentment with what they have, and to 
patient waiting until God in his due time and way brings 
to them the many blessings which his love and wisdom 
have provided. 

By probing and inflaming either real or fancied wounds 
and wrongs, we would do injury to those we should be 
helping and blessing, thus spreading their discontent, 
Bnd hence their trouble. But by fiilfilling our mission, 
preaching the good tidings of the rans<m given for all, 
and the consequent blessings to come to all, we shall be 
true heralds of the kingdom — its ambassadors of i>eace. 
Thus it is written, "How beautiful upon the mountains 
[kingdoms] are the feet of him [the last members of the 
body of Christ] that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace, that bringeth good tidings of good." — Isa. 53:7. 
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The troubles of this " Day of Jehovah" will give oppor- 
tunity for preaching the good tidings of coining good, such 
as is seldom afforded, and blessed are they who will follow 
the footsteps of the Master, and be the good Samaritans 
binding up the wounds and pouring in the oil and wine of 
comfort and cheer. The assurance given such is that their 
labor is not in vain ; for when the judgments of the Lord 
are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world miii ieam 
righteousness. — Isa. 26 : 9. 

The sympathy of the Lord's children, like that of their 
hffiivenly Father, must be largely in harmony with the groan- 
ing creation, striving for any deliverance from bondage ; 
although they should, like him, remember and sympathize 
with those of the opposing classes whose desires are to be just 
and generous, but whose efforts are beset and hindered, not 
only by the weaknesses of their fallen nature, but also by 
their surroundings in life, and their association with and 
dependence upon others. But the Lord's children should 
have no sympathy with the arrogant, insatiate desires and 
endeavors of any class. Their utterances should be calm 
and moderate, and always for peace where principle is not 
at stake. They should remember that this is the Lord's 
battle, and that so far as politics or social questions axe con- 
cerned, they have no real solution other than that .predicted 
in the Word of God. The duty of the consecrated, there- 
fore, is first of all to see that they are not in the way of 
Jehovah's chariot, and then to "stand still and see the sal- 
vation of God," in the sense of realizing that it is no part 
of their work to share in the struggle, but that it is the 
Lord's doing, through other agencies. Regardless of all 
such things, they should press along the line of their own 
mission, proclaiming the heavenly kingdom at hand as the 
only remedy for all classes, and their only hope. 



STUDY XVt 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS. 
Oun Dtttt TowjutD THi Thitth.— "Its Cost, Its Valuw, Its PfioriT. 

TN the preceding chapters we have seen that both the light 
^ of nature and that of revelation clearly demon strate the 
fadl that an intelligent, wise, almighty and righteous God 
is the Creator of all things, and that he is the supreme and 
rightful Lord of all ; that all things animate and inanimate 
are subjefl to his control ; and that the Bible is the revela- 
tion of his character and plans so far as he is pleased to 
disclose them to men. From it we have learned that though 
evil now predominates among some of his creatures, it exists 
for only a limited time and to a limited extent, and by his 
permission, for wise ends which he has in view. We have 
also learned that though darkness now covers the earth, and 
gross darkness the people, yet God's light will in due time 
dispel all the darkness, and the whole earth will be filled 
with his glory. 

We have seen that his great plan is one that has required 
ages for its accomplishment thus far, and that yet another 
age will be required to complete it ; and that during all the 
dark ages of the past, when God seemed to have almost for- 
gotten his creatures, his plan for their future blessing has 
been silently but grandly working out, though during all 
those ages the mysteries of his plan have been wisely hidden 
from men. We have also seen that the day or age which 
is now about to dawn upon the world is to be the day of 
the world's judgment or trial, and that all previous piepara- 

411 
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tioa hss been for the purpose of giving mankind in general 
n favorable an opportunity as possible, when, as individuals, 
they will be placed on trial for eternal life. The long 
period of six thousand years has greatly multiplied the race, 
and their buffetings and sufferings under the dominioii of 
evil have given them an experience which will be greatly 
to their advantage when they are brought to judgment. 
And though the race as a whole has been permitted thus to 
suffer for six thousand years, yet as individuals they have 
run their course in a few brief years. 

We have seen that while the race was undergoing this 
necessary discipline, in due time God sent his Son to re- 
deem them ; and that while the mass of mankind did not 
recognize the Redeemer in his humiliation, and would not 
believe that the Lord's Anointed would thvs come to their 
rescue, yet from among those whose hearts were toward 
God, and who believed his promises, God has been, during 
these ages past, selecting two companies to receive the hon- 
ors of his kingdom — the honors of sharing in the execution 
of the divine plan. "Hiese two sele^ companies, we have 
seen, are to constitute the two phases of the Kingdom of 
God. And from the prophets we learn that this kingdom 
is soon to be established in the earth ; that under its wise 
and j\ist admiQistration all the &milies of the earth will be 
blessed with a most favorable opportunity to prove them- 
selves worthy of everlasting life ; that as the result of their 
redonption by the precious blood of Christ, a grand high- 
way of holiness will be cast up ; that the ransomed of the 
liOrd (all mankind — Heb. 2 : 9) may walk in it j that it will 
be a public thoroughfare made comparatively easy for all 
who earnestly desire to become pure, holy ; and that all the 
stiunbling-stones will be gathered out, and all the snares, 
allurements and pitfalls removed, and blessed will all those 
be who go up thereon to perfetSlion and everlasting life. 
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It is manifest that this judgment, or rulei^hip, cannot 
begin until Christ, whom Jehovah hath appointed to be the 
Judge or Ruler of the world, has come again — not agdn in 
humiliation, but in power and great glory : not again to re- 
deem the world, but to judge [rule] the world in righteous- 
ness. A trial can in no case proceed until the judge is on 
the bench and the court in session at the appointed time, 
though before that time there may be a great preparatory 
work. Then shall the King sit upon the throne of his 
glory, and before him shall be gathered all nations, and he 
shall judge them during that age by their works, opening 
to them the books of the Scriptures and filling the earth 
with the knowledge of the Lord. And by their conduct 
tmder all that favor and assistance, he shall decide who of 
them are worthy of life everlasting in the ages of glory and 
joy to follow. — Matt. 25 : 31 ; Rev. 20 1 1-13. 

Thus we have seen that the second advent of Messiah, 
to set up his kingdom in the earth, is an event in which 
all classes of men may have hope, an event which, when 
Ailly understood, will bring joy and gladness to all hearts. 
It is the day when the Lord's "little flock" of consecrated 
saints has the greatest cause for rejoicing. It is the glad 
day when the espoused virgin Church with joy becomes thp 
Bride, the Lamb's wife ; when she comes up out of the wil- 
derness leaning upon tlie arm of her Beloved, and enters 
into his glorious inheritance. It is the day when the true 
Church, glorified with its Head, will be endued with divine 
authority and power, and will begin the great work for the 
world, the result of which will be the complete restitution 
of all things. And it will be a glad day for the world when 
the great adversary is bound, when the fetters that have held 
the race for six thousand years are broken, and when the 
knowledge of the Lord fills the whole earth as the waters 
cover the sea. 
27 



414 77t£ Pian of the Aga. 

A knowledge of these things, and the evidences that they 
are nigh, even at the door, should have a powerful influence 
upon all, but especially upon the consecrated children of 
God, who are seeking the prize of the divine nature. We 
tirge such, while they lift up their heads and rejoice, know- 
ing that their redemption draweth nigh, to lay aside every 
weight and hindrance, and to run patiently the race in 
which they have started. Look away from self and its un- 
avoidable weaknesses and imperfections, knowing that all 
such weaknesses are covered fully by the merits of the ran- 
som given by Christ Jesus our Lord, and that your sacrifices 
and self-denials are acceptable to God through our Re- 
deemer and Lord — and thus only. Let us remember that 
the strength sufficient which God has promised us, and by 
use of which we can be " overcomers," is provided in his 
Word. It is a strength derived from a knowledge of his 
cbaradter and plans, and of the conditions upon which we 
may share in them. Thus Peter expresses it, saying, "Grace 
and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of 
God, and of Jesus Christ our Lord, according as his divine 
power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who hath called 
us to glory and virtue j whereby are given unto us exceed- 
ing great and precious promises, that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature." — 2 Pet. i : 2-4. 

But to obtain this knowledge and this strength, which 
God thus proposes to supply to each runner for the heav- 
enly prize, will surely test the sincerity of your consecra- 
tion vows. You have consecrated all your time, all your 
talents, to the Lord ; now the question is. How much of it 
are you giving ? Are you still willing, according to your 
covenant of consecration, to give up all ? — to give up your 
own plans and methods, and the theories of yourselves and 
others, to accept of God's plan and way and time of doing 
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his great work ? Are you willing to do this at the cost of 
earthly Mendships and social ties 7 And are you willing to 
give up time from other things for the investigation of these 
glorious themes so heart -cheering to the truly consecrated, 
with the certain knowledge that it will cost you this self- 
denial? If all is not consecrated, or if you only half 
meant it when you gave all to the Lord, then you will be- 
gradge the time and effort needful to search his Word as 
for hid tr^sure, to obtain thus the strength needful for all 
the trials of faith incident to the present (the dawn of the 
Millennium) above other times. 

But think not that the giving will end with the giving of 
the needfiJ time and energy to this study : it will not. The 
sincerity of your sacrifice of self will be tested in full, and 
will prove you either worthy or unworthy of membership 
in that "little fiock," the overcoming Church, which will 
receive the honors of the kingdom. If you give diligence 
to the Word of God, and receive its truths into a good, 
honest, consecrated heart, it will beget in you such a love 
for God and his plan, and such a desire to tell the good 
tidings, to preach the gospel, that it will become the all- 
absorbing theme of life thereafter ; and this will not only 
separate you from the world and from many nominal 
Christians, in spirii, but it will lead to separation from such 
entirely. They will think you peculiar and separate you 
from their company, and you will be despised and counted 
a fool for Christ's sake ', because they know us not, even as 
they knew not the Lord. — a Cor. 4: 8-10; Luke 6: 23; 
I John 3 : I J I Cor. 3 : iS, 

Are you willing to follow on to know the Lord through 
evil and through good report ? Are you willing to forsake 
all, to follow as he may lead you by his Word ? — to ignore 
the wishes of fhends, as well as your own desires? It is 
hoped that many of the consecrated who read this volume 
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may by It be so quickened to fresh zeal and ferrency of 
spirit, through a clearer apprehension of the divine plan, 
that they will he able to say, "By the gtace of God, I 
will follow on to know and to serve the Lord, what- 
ever may be the sacrifice involved." Like the noble Be- 
reans (A€ls 17 : 11), let such studiously set themselves to 
prove what has been presented in the foregoing pages. 
Prove it, not by the con fJ idling traditions and creeds of men, 
but by the only corredl and divinely authorized standard — 
God's own Word. It is to facilitate such investigation that 
we have cited so many scriptures. 

It will be useless to attempt to harmonize the divine plan 
herein set forth with many of the ideas previously held and 
supposed to be Scriptural, yet not proved so. It will be 
observed thatthe divine plan iscomplete and harmonious with 
itself in every part, and that it is in perfedl harmony with the 
charadter which the Scriptures ascribe to its great Author. 
It is a marvelous display of wisdom, justice, love and power. 
It carries with it its own evidence of superhuman design, be- 
ing beyond the power of human invention, and almost be- 
yond the power of human comprehension. 

Doubtless questions will arise on various points inquir- 
ing for solution according to the plan herein presented. 
Careful, thoughtftil Bible study will settle many of these 
at once ; and to aU we can confidently say, No question 
which you can raise need go without a sufficient answer, 
fiilly in harmony with the views herein presented. Succeed- 
ing volumes elaborate the various branches of this one 
plan, disclosing at every step that matchless harmony of 
which the truth alone can boast. And be it known that no 
other system of theology even claims, or has ever attempted, 
to harmonize in itself every statement of the Bible ; yet 
nothing short of this can we claim for these views. This 
harmony not only with the Bible, but with the divine char- 
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after and with sanctified common sense, must have arrested 
the attention of the conscientious reader already, and filled 
him with awe, as well as with hope and confidence. It i$ 
marvelous indeed, yet just what we should expert of the 
TRUTH, and of God's infinitely wise and beneficent plan. 

And while the Bible is thus opening up from this stand- 
point, and disclosing wondrous things (Psa. 119: 18), the 
hght of the present day upon the various creeds and tradi> 
tions of men is afiei^ing them in an opposite manner. 
They are being recognized even by their woishipeis as im^ 
perfect and deformed, and hence they are being measurably 
ignored ; and though still subscribed to, they are seldom 
elaborated, for very shame. And the shame attaching to 
these human creeds and traditions is spreading to the Bible, 
which is supposed to uphold these deformities of thought 
as of divine origin. Hence the freedom with which the 
various advanced thinkers, so-called, are beginning to deny 
various parts of the Bible not congenial to their views. 
How striking, then, the providence of God, which at this 
very time opens before his children this truly glorious and 
harmonious plan — a plan that rejects not one, but harmo- 
nizes every part and item of his Word. Truth, when due, 
becomes meat for the household of faith, that they may 
grow thereby. (Matt. 34: 45.) Whoever comes in contact 
with truth, realizing its character, has thereby a responsi- 
bility with reference to it. It must be either received and 
a(5ted upon, or rejected and despised. To ignore it does 
not release from responsibility. If we accept it ourselves, 
we have a responsibility toward it also, because it is for ail 
the household of faith; and each one receiving it becontes 
its debtor, and, if a faithful steward, must dispense it to the 
other members of the fimiily of God. Let your light shine I 
If it again becomes darkness, how great will be the darkness. 
Lift up the hght I Lift up a standard for the people I 
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THE DIVINE WEAVING. 



• See the mjrttic Weaver sittii^ 
High is heaven — Hi^ loom b«to>w. 
Vp aikd down the treadles go. 
Takes, for web, the world's dark age*, 
Takes, for woof, the lunga and sages. 
Takes the nobles and their pages, 
Takes all stations and all stages. 
Thrones are bobbins in His shuttle. 
Annies make them sctul and soittl^— 
Web into the woof most flow : 
Up and down the nations go t 
At the Weaver's imil they go! 

"Calmly see the mystic Weaver 
Throw His shuttle to and firo; 
'Mid the DMse and wild confusion. 
Well the Weaver seems to know 
What each motioxi, and commodon, 
What each fusion, and confusion, 
In the grand result will show ! 

"Glorioos wonder ! What a weaving! 
To (he dull, beyond believing. 
Sucb no fabled ages know. 
Only faith can see the mystery. 
How, along the aisles of hislciy. 
Where the feet of sages go, 
Loveliest to the fairest eyes. 
Grand 'Ca/t mystic tapet lies ! 
Soft and smooth, and ever spreading 
As if made for angels' trtaifing — 
Tufted circles touchiitg evn: 
Every figure has its plaidings, 
Brighter forms and softer shadings. 
Each illumined — what a riddle ! — 
From a cross that gems the middle. 

•'Tis a saying — some rejeA it — 
That its light is all refle<fted; 
That the tapet' s lines are given 
By a Sun that shines in h^ven I 
'Tis believed — by all believing — 
That great God, Himself, is weaving, 
R-ingmg out the world's dark mystei^ 
In the light of faith and history ; 
And, as web and woof diminish. 
Comes the grand and glorions finish, 
When begin the Golden Ages, 
Long foKtold by sects and sagea." 
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A Criticism of Millennial Hopes 
Examined. 



"Thfe Millennial doctrine encotmters a very seriotu 
difficulty. If the world's population had doubled each 

century for the past sbtty — whicli seems a very reasonable 
estimate — the present population of the earth would be two 
and one-third quintiUions of people. That would cover over 
the fifty millions of square miles of land surface on this 
globe with people as thickly as they could stand, four thous- 
and feet deep. H each were five feet high they would 
reach up into the sky nearly four miles. Na doubt people 
eno»gh have been bom to make that number.'' 

The above remarks were addressed by Reverend E. L, 
Eaton, D.D., to the M. E. nunisters of Pittsburg at a meet- 
ing held April 27, 1903. The address was favorably received 
by the learned gentlemen present and thought so highly of 
that it was printed for circulation. 

Six months later, on Oct, 29, 1903, the Bame Reverend E. L. 
Eaton, D. D., in debate with Pastor C. T. Russell, the author 
of this volume, repeated so much of the above as applied 
to his method of calculation, but revised his figures as to tha 
total of humanity for the past six thousand years. As iUus* 
trating the large conc^don, we place his figures side by side: 

First statement 2,333,333,333,333,333,333 

Second statement 98,098,300,000,000 

Shrinkage in six months 2, 333,23fi,236, 033,333, 333 

Let us hope that a man of so liberal a mind and so easy 
a pencil may yet get to see the question he was discussing in 
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its true aad reasonable ligbt. Let us hope that the intelli' 
gent, thoughtful, educated clergymen who so innocently 
swallowed the first exa^eration will be as ready to receiva 
the truth on the subject as they were to accept the error. 
It is not our thought to speak slightingly of any one's honest 
endeavor to ascertain truth, however egregiously he may 
err in his attempts; neither is it our wish to make personal 
criticisms ; but extravagantly ernmeous statements have 
been so freely made by men of large reputation and deficient 
comprehension, that it is necessary in defence of the truth, 
and for the assistance of the unlearned and non-prof^^onal, 
that this matter be critically examined. Our statements, 
therefore, are not to be considered personal, but a general 
critidsm of all the learned men who have talked so foolishly 
upon this subject. Dr. Eaton and tus figures marely come 
in conveniently at the present time. Our criticisms apply 
equally to the thousands of other great heads which have 
cimilarly misapprehended the truth on this subject. 

Before showing the reasonable figures for the total of 
humanity who have ever lived on this earth, let us give a 
ample illustration of the inaccuracy of Dr. Eaton's compu- 
-\:itions that will be proof positive of the grossness of his error, 
even in his revised figures, to every one possessing a sufficienc; 
of "gray matter" to be able to reason on any subject. Any 
one can demonstrate this matter, for the Doctor has told us 
his method of computation, namely, the doubling the popu- 
lation each century. Accordingly, the last century of the 
sixty would be the oae>haLf of the entire sum. The demon- 
stration follows: 

According to Dr. Baton's largest 
figures the total poptilation of 
the world at the present time 
would be I,166,66fl,666,86e,efl6,668 

According to his second state- 
ment 49,(M9,i60,00O,0OO 

According to the census taken 

the figures should be 1,600,000,000 
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We cannot suppose that Brotlier Eaton questions the 
accuracy of our last census returns, for he surely knows that 
at the present time the "60,000,000 sq. miles of land surface 
on this globe" are not covered "with people as thick as they 
could stand" two thousand deep — reaching up in the sky 
nearly two nules. Yet, above, he tells us that to him all 
this "seems a very reasonable estimate" and adds that he 
has "no doubt" on the subject. Evidently the Brother's 
desire to make the doctrine of the Millennium "look like thirty 
cents" as he expressed it — "to strike that doctrine a blow 
between the eyes from which it would never recover" — 
blinded him to the antics of his pencil. B Jt, alas, Dr. Eaton, 
and many of those who applauded his ludicrous statements. 
are as far from the truth in their general understanding of 
the divine plan as they are in error on this simple mundane 
proposition. The secret of this unwisdom lies in rejecting 
the clear testimony of the Bible and opposing it — claiming 
that the Apostles and early Church in looking for a Millen- 
nium were misled by their ignorance of matters now well 
known (f) by modem theologians of the higher criticism 
school. Well says the Apostle that to these the teaching 
of the cross is foolishness — they have no use for the doctrine 
of the ransom, that we are bought back from destruction hf 
the ransom price, even the precious blood of Christ. The 
words of the Prophet quoted by the Apostle are still applic- 
able to such, and stiU explain why it is that worldly wisdom 
is so liable to err unguided by the letter and the spirit of 
revelation. The quotation is — "I wiU destroy the wisdom 
of the wise and will bring to nothing the understanding of 
the prudent. Where is the "vyise ? Where is the scribe P 
Where is the disputer of this world? Hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world?" — 1 Cor. 1: 19, 2flL 

A Carbfui, Estiuatb Basbd ok Pacts. 

We should reason of unknown things from the basis oC 
that which is known. We know that the world's populatioa 
today is approximately 1,600,000,000. We know that the 
present rate of increase is eight per cent, for the past ten 
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yean; this would ^ve exaitfy \V6 per cent, increase for a 
century. However, that tb« increase has aott been so great 
In the past we are certain. This is easily denwnfitrated, for 
if we should reckon badcward at this ratio of increase we 
would get back to the fii^ pair (Adam and Eve) in about 
three thousand years, and we have Scriptural grounds for 
believiag that it is fuUy six thousand years since the creation 
of our first parents. 

We believe that every careful, thoughtful calculator, who 
with us will take Bible history and secular history, will come 
to close agreement with our condusionB on this subject. 

Our figures for the whole number of people who have 
ever been bom on this earth are 28,441,126,838 to date — 
including the present population. It is our conviction that 
these figures are probably double the actual nvunber, but 
we desire to make tbem so generous that even opponents 
can find no fault with them. We arrive at these figures as 
follows: (See tiao "Anotkek Calculation," p. 13. ) 

During the first sixteen hundred and fifty-sue years, down 
to the flood, the Scriptures show us that btimanity lived 
longer and reached development more slowly than now, 
many of the children not being bom until the parents were 
more than a hundred years old. Thus Seth, the eon of Adam, 
was one hundred and five years old when Enos, his son. 
was bom; Enos was ninety years old at the birth of hia 
first son, Cainan; Cainan was seventy years old when he 
begat Mabalaleel; the latter was Eoxty-five when he begat 
Jared, who was one hundred and sixty-two when he b^at 
Enoch. The latter when sixty-five begat Uethuselah, who 
-when one hundred and eighty-seven be^t Lamech, the 
father of Noah. We are inclined to beheve that the whole 
population in that time may not have exceeded one hundred 
thousand, but to be liber^ we hxvet placed it in the for^ 
going estimate at one million. 

After the flood humanity began ag^ with eight pencms^ 
and for a time evidently the increase in population waa 
much more rapid than before the flood. In our liberal 
otimatc we reckon the population to h&ve multiplied five 
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times in each, centtiry for the first five centuries, which would 
bring us down to about the time of Abraham, and show a 
poptilatioa in Abraham's day of under fifty-eight thousand, 
although it ia our opinicjn that these figures are double the 
actual facts. "Higher critics" are so in the habit of using 
wild unreason in respect to matters of ancient times, that 
WB make this concession. They will declare, for instance, 
that Assyria was a great nation at this time, and that evi' 
dences have been -vmearthed mentioning the great King 
Chedorlaomer, whom they estimate as probably the ruler of 
millions — taking no thought of the flood and the impossi- 
bility of having more than fifty thousand in the w«rld at 
that time. 

The Scripture narrative, however, will save the Lord's 
people from such errors of judgment, for this great King 
Chedorlaomer is distinctly mentioned in Genesis xiv, in con- 
nection with three associated kings, who, joining their com- 
bined forces, attacked five other kings in the va,le of Siddim. 
The great Chedorlaomer and his valiants conquered, and 
carried away the spoil, including Lot, Abraham's nephew, 
and his goods. The narrative shows that these kingB, though 
great for their time, when there were few people in the world, 
bad very small armies, for they did not venture to attack 
(King) Abraham, who was "very rich" in flocks, herds, etc. 
On the contrary, when (King) Abraham heard that his 
nephew Lot was taken prisoner, he armed his three hundred 
and eighteen servants and pursued after the four great 
kings and their armies, smote them hip and thigh, and 
brought back Lot and all his goods. To the Bible student, 
therefore, the biggest thing about Ring Chedorlaomer was 
bis name, and such will not be confused by the exa^erated 
estimates of the higher critics respecting the millions of 
those days; for their figures are just as reliable as Dr. 
Eaton's given above. 

Continuing our Uberal allowances, we have estimated that 
during the next five centtmes the world'spopulation multiplied 
three times each century. This would give us as the world's 
pop ulation at t he time of the exodus 14,241,744,* 
*See Note, page 14. 
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We now reach the time of wars and must reckon the 
Increase of population more slowly than during the pastoral 
period. Pnx;eediiig, we group the next six centuries to- 
gether and remember that the Israehtea in Canaan were 
some righteen times in bondage to their enemies during; this 
period, and that a census taken near the close of David's (eign' 
by Joab showed the numbers competent to serve in the anny 
to bo 1,300,000; the entire population of Palestine, therefore, 
at that time can not have been ninch, if any, above &,000,OOOL 
^e same warfaring spirit affected other nations and similariy 
hindered rapid propagation; hence our estimate is that the 
race doubled during those six centuries, which would show 
a population in Solomon's tim.e of over 37,000,000 throughout 
the world — again, a very liberal estimate according to aB 
rehable information at our command, probably double tbe 
actual number. 

We group the next twelve centuries together, cowdudii^ 
that the race doubled during those twelve centuries. To 
some this may appear too slow a ratio of increase, but we 
should consider the immense wars of that period, during 
which Assyria went down and Babylon rose and conquered 
the whole world, destroying many nations entirely; and that 
it subsequently fell before the Medes and Persians, who also 
shed blood in a wholesale manner, and who in turn fell before 
the Greeks; and that the latter, under Alexander the Great, 
conquered and dominated the world, but i« turn fell before 
the Romans; and that these, at a cost of thousands upon 
thousands in the prime of hfe, did their share also in staying 
the rapid propagation of the race. These figures would give 
a world population of 82,000,000 in the time of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, of 100,000,000 in the time of Christ, and of 113,000,000 
at the time when tbe Roman Empire was at its zenith — its 
boundaries extending over Europe, Africa and a considerable 
portion of Asia. The historian estimates the population of 
the Roman world then at 50,000,000, and our estimate shows 
a SurpliK therefore of 63,000,000 for the known and unknown 
portions of the earth at that time — again, evidently, a veiy 
liberal reckoning. {Sotmd nttmhen arwgivt* at ettimattt, £t>tm» 
n«med did not occur at exact tleang ofccHtmut, ) 
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We estimate the next four centuries as iacreasiiig the popu- 
lation twenty-five per cent, each century; for the decrease 
of war resulting from the firm establishment of the Roman 
power must have had such an effect. This gives us at the 
time of Charlemagne, at the closing of the eighth century, 
a world population of over 227,000,000. 

Pollowing came the centuries of the Crusades, etc., in 
■which millions of the youth of the world perished. Our 
reckoiung is that the world's population doubled during these 
Wi centuries — from the year 800 to 1399, A. D. This gives 
us as the population of the world for the year 1400 the 
sum of 455,733,808. 

The next four centuries were more favorable to the multi- 
plying of the race, great battles £uid desolating plagues being 
fewer. The relipoua reformation belongs to this period. 
"We reckon the population to have doubled during these four 
centuries, and this would give us the world population for 
the year 1700 of 911,467,61& These figures, so far as we 
know, are very greatly in excess of any reliable statistics. 

We reckon the period from 1700 to 1800, A. D„ at a 
twenty per cent, rate of increase, giving the population in 
the year 1800 at 1,093,759,939. 

For the century just closed, from the jmar 1800 to the 
year 1900, we have estimated an increase of forty per cent., 
which shows the population for the year 1900, 1,531,163,915. 
Although, as already stated, the ratio of increase in popula- 
tion for the ten years of the last census was eight per cent., 
representing an increase of 115 per cent, for the centtuy, 
it is manifest that the increase during the earlier portion 
of the nineteenth century was at a much slower rate. Present 
conditions are increasingly favorable to the propagation of 
the race, as well as to its longevity; ' and it would not sur- 
prise us if the increase would show much greater in the near 
future. 

The following tables of estimates of the world's population, 
made during the nineteenth century show clearly that the 
estimates we have given are exceedingly liberal; besides, in 
reckoning the total we have counted the entire century at 
the figures of its dos& 
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Voluey in 1804 estimated the population of the 
world at 437,000,000 

Pinkertonin 1805 estimated the population of the 

world at 700,000,000 

Malte-Bnm in 1810 estimated the population of 

the world at 640,000,000 

Morse in 1812 estimated the population of the 

world at 766,000,000 

Graberg v. Hemso in 1813 estimated the popula- 
tion of the world at 686,000,000 

Balbi in 1818 estimated the popttlatton of the 
world at 704,000,000 

Balbi in 1843 estimated the population of the 

world at 739,000,000 

We believe that the liberality of our figures wiU be con- 
ceded by all careful, thoughtful people, and in our opdmon 
they are as a whole double the truth. 

Our next step was to approximate the number that died 
each century. We have estimated that twice the numbe* 
o! the whole population died eveiy century down to the 
time of Solomon; and that since then to the present time 
three times the number of the whole popiilation have died 
each century. It is on the basis of this calculation that we 
have already stated the number 28,441,126,838, Be it 
remembered also that in this calculation we have nearly 
doubted the actual facts. Take, for instance, the last cen< 
tuiy, which began with 1,093,759,939 and closed with 
1,531,163,915. In estimating this we did not m.ultiply by 
three the supposed number living in the middle of the cen< 
tury, 1850, but multiplied by three the total number living 
at the close of the century. 

Now with this large allowance and liberal estimate every- 
where of probably double, what can we say respecting the 
abihty of the earth to furnish these habitation and food? 
Kemembering the Lord's promise that in that millennial 
period "the earth shall yield her increase" and that the 
desert and wilderness places of the earth shall become as a 
garden of Eden, we may safdy estimate upon all the land 
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— ^wMeh we find, according to recent estimatea, to be 
57,000,000 sqiiare miles, or over 36,000,000,000 acres. 

What would this mean as to space for each individual 
■who has ever lived in the world according to this very large, 
liberal estimate? It means that there wotdd be twebjg 
hundred and smewty-fioe acres tor each little village of 
two hundred families (one thousand persons). Quite a 
sufBciency of room, all wiU agree, under the new conditicras 
promised; but if more space be necessary, let us have a 
little of the faith which father Abraham exercised when he 
counted that God, to keep his promise, was able to raise 
Isaac from the dead. With this faith we will see readUy 
that it will be quite within the divine power to raise vast 
continents from the depths of the oceans, or indeed to give 
* a literal as well as a symbolical fulfilment to the declaration, 
"There shall be no more sea." 

Our conclusion then must be that those who hold to the 
teachings of the Lord and the faith of the Apostles and 
primitive Church have not been put to shame in any degree 
by the wisdom of this world. 

Now let us look on the other side of the question, and see 
tf it be not true respecting the worldly wise as was written 
nearly three thousand years ago, "The wise are taken in 
thor own craftiness" — "They hanged Haman on the gallowa 
that he had prepared for Mordecai." — Esther 7:10, 

Thb Othbr Side or thb Qukstion. — Opposebb o» tkb 

MiLLBNMtUU SiLBNCBD AlTD ShAMBD. 

"Out or Thinb Own Mouth Will I Judgb Webb. 

those who stand loyally in support of the teachings of 
oar Lord and his Apostles in respect to the coming Kingdom 
"under the whole heavens" have generally been content to 
be on the defenave. Those who trust fuUy in the promise 
of God to Abraham, "In thy seed shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed," have too long endured the sneers of 
the worldly wise and refrained fnsn pricking thdr bubbles 
of self-<(»Bapl&cency, pride, sarcasm aad foUy set fdoat by 
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those wlio think themselves to be somebody, and discredit 
the inspired rerel&ticta and those who stick closely to the 
Book. 

The time is cotoe to forever silence these opiwsers of the 
divine Word, and we shall now proceed to do so. Again 
-we mtiEt use Brother Eaton's words, but we again disclaim 
any peraonality and recognize that he is merely one of a 
class — a large class, an influential class, a D, D. class — whose 
tninds and expressions on the subject are the same as 
Brother Eaton's. We take his words rather than those of 
some one else because they were uttered recently and in 
public contention with this very subject of the Millennium, 
were heard by hundreds and read by thousands. We musk 
bave some podtive statement to deal with, and his is the 
nearest and most suitable one; therefore, and not for any 
personal reasons, his words are criticised. Dr. Eaton's worda 
in his argument against the reasonableness of expecting a 
Millennium not only were as above quoted, and criticised, bui 
additionally he said that he did not expect the second coming 
of our Lord until the conversion of the world and the end 
fd thisidi^ensation, which would noli be for probably 

"Fifty ffiHOUSANO Yb&ss Ybt." ' 

Brother Eaton by this time has gotten used to the treadieiy 

of his pencil, and we trust will conclude that while it may 
be safe to use the pencil ad lib, on the subject of astronomy, 
where a few hundred thousand solar systems will not be 
noticed by the credulous public, it is nevertheless a very 
uncertain pencil to use in respect to earthly things. 

Now let us weigh carefully this statement, made not only 
by Rev. E. L. Eaton, D. D., but by hundreds of other equally 
titled gentlemen, whose position before God's people and 
before the world as teachers has been trusted too confidingly 
by their flocks. We hope that on the subject under dis- 
cussion and on all subjects they will revise their methods 
of "foolish talking," and remember that those who pose as 
ministers of the gospel of Christ should, according to tlw 
exhortation of the Apostle Paul, "Speak as the oracles ol 
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God"— buthfully, accurately — in & manner to be depended 
upon. Meantime we hope their followers will give thetn no 
mote credit for accuracy in other f eatvires of their religious 
teaching than in the one under consideraUoa. 

Let us do a little figuring; let us do it in a manner that 
any schoolboy can foUaw, We want to inquire how many 
people will be livtng on the earth at the end of fifty thousand 
years — about the time Dr. Eaton estimates that Christ will 
come. We will take as the basis of our calculation the present 
population of the world as 1 ,600,000,000. We will take as the 
basis of our reckoning for increase the census returns for 
the last decade, namely, eight per cent., which would mean 
116 per cent, increase for the century. If the favorable 
conditions of the present cantinue, no doubt the increase will 
be far in excess of eighty per cent., but let ue confine our- 
selves to present oonditions. A little figuring shows us that 
at the end of the fifsi of these fifiy thousand years the living 
population of the world would be over 580,000,000,000, and 
at the same ratio of increase the close of the second thousand 
years would find a living population on this earth of over 
210,500,000,000,000, jmd by the dose of the third of these 
fifty thousand years the living population on earth would be 
over 76,32S,500,000,000,OOa 

What do these figures mean? ^ey mean that If God's 
Word is not true, if the great change of dispensation which 
we preach is not soon inaugurated, the whole world of man- 
kind will be in great distress, not only for food to eat, but 
for standing room. We have only counted three of Dr. 
Eaton's fifty thousand years! What would the figures be 
if we were to run them up further? 

Anti-Millennia LISTS Pdt to Confusion. 

Those who deny the teaching of a Millennium must of course 
ignore the promises which declare that "the wilderness will 
blossom as the rose and the solitary places be glad," and con- 
sequently any reckoning from their standpoint must exclude 
all the at present useless portions of the earth's surface. Ap- 
proximately estimating the habitable and tillable portion of the 
earth at 35,000.000 square mites, we find that this would glva 
B> 16^000,000,000 acres or 696,960,000,000,000 square feet. 
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Compamg these figures with the above reckoning as to 
population we find that at the dose of the first thousand 
years there would be two hundred and eighteen people for 
each acre of the habitable earth. At the close of the second 
thousand there would be to per iq, f»ot^ andfer the third 10,400 
for each square foot of the habitable earth, or in other wonis 
they would be standing on each other's heads about twenty 
thousand persons high; or, if we include the polar regions 
and waste portions of the earth, they would be about ten 
thousand persons high on each other's heads; or, if we include 
the water surface as well as all the land surface, there wotdd 
be seventeen hundred persons for each square foot. Allow- 
[ng two square feet for each individual, the population would 
need to stand in piles thirty-four himdred deep, closely 
packed together all over the surface of land and sea. 

What wotUd the figures be at the end of ■fi^y thousand 
years if each of the succeeding forty-ei^t were estimated 
tm the reasonable bads of the two already calculatedl 

Thi MiLLENiinrii Ihihspeitsable— Soon. 

Is it not time that those who do not believe in & coming 
Millennium should begin to pray that God would arrange 
for one? Is it not evident that if Christ's Kingdom were 
delayed even three hutidred years the world would be in 
terrible straits. The population at the present rate of 
increase would then be over 16,000,000,000 — with less than 
fl« babitable acre apiece, and only by very "intensive 
farming" could they subsist at all. 

Ah I says some one. You are neglecting to count that death 
will keep things balanced, about as they now are,, always. 
No, we are not over-looking deaUi, but averaging it as at 
present. We are merely reckoning the increase of popula- 
tion on the basis of the last census reports. 

Very evidently the facts, as we look backward and forward, 
an indicate that we are just at the right time for the estab- 
lishment of "the Kingdom of God's dear Son." The declara- 
tion of the Lord at the beginning was, that the earth should 
be filled, and according to our computations we have now 
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readied a place where a sufficient number of people have 
been bom into the world to about reasonably and property 
fill it, if they were recovered from the tomb. On the con- 
trary, looking into the future, we see not only an impossibility 
cif long continuance under present conditions, but we see 
likewise that even three centuries more at the present 
rate of increase would add to the numbers of the dead 
69,000,000,000, or over double the number of our above 
liberal estimate of all the past dead — making the total num- 
ber 87,000,000,000. Add to this number of the dead, at tha 
close of three centuries future, the number then living at 
present rate of increase, viz. 16,000,000,000> the total would 
be over one hundred and three thousand miUions. There 
would then be room for an argument on the pos^bility o£ 
God's promise of "restitution of all things spoken." (Acts 3: 
19-21.) The awakening of such a host would furnish only 
one acre of at present useable land for six persons. Three 
centmiea are not far ahead eitherl 

The more we investigate this question upon a proper basis, 
the more strong our faith must become in the promises ot 
the divine Word respecting the ''times of restitution of all 
things which God hath spoken by the mouth of all the holy 
prophets since the world began," and which are to conmienca 
with the second coming of our Lord. (Acts 3: 19-21.) They 
are surely nigh at hand: these facts agreeing well with the 
Bible testimonies. See Millennial Dawn, VoL II. 

In the light of the ftv^olng we find all of Brother Ekton'i figsna 
quite enmeous. His revised fignres ue more than three thousand 
times too luge ; while those fiist presented were more than seventy 
TOiHio «x f of time* too laige I Let tu all the tnoie closely stick to tha 
Bock— to God's Word. *' The Weed of the Lc^ is toie, making wiw 
tlu (impte."— Fsalm 19:7. 

* * « 

ANOTHER CALCULATION PROVING OUR FIGURES. 



Another calculatian would be to take the known beginning afiet 
(he Fk)od — el^t persooi — and the known popolatioa in A. D. 1900 — 
— I,6oo,ocx>,ooo — snd viewing the whale as a wedge, reckon a gnd- 
tial peieeotage of inciease from the ooe number to the other. Reckoo- 
ing thus, and oonnting thite geneiatioos to die each ceotoiy, the total of 
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Jtr that ever lived mxdd count lea tluui (10,000,000,000) ten 
thousand miltioos. 

We still stick to the fignies based upon oui pirevioaB estimate 
(28,000,000,000) twenty-eight thousand millions; but we merely give 
these figmes based on the "wedge" as cocTobontiTe etidence that 
our fint calcnlalions ue in eveiy way UbenL 

ISRAEL'S INCREASE A MIRACLE. 



Some may be disposed toqaesdoa oar figuies of the Eiodtia, tnd 
dte the &ct that at that dme Israel had 603.550 men capable of bear- 
W arms and burdens, besides women and cMldren, (Num. 1:45,46.) 
We accept those Geuies with the statemeot that there were none infirm 
amongst Uie IsiaeUtes, Accordingly we would recLon that this in- 
cluded all the males bom twenty years old and upwaid, that there were 
u many females and as many young children, and estimate the whole 
at 3,000,000. The increase of the Israelites was phenomenal, miracn- 
loDJ. In DO other way coold we possibly mideistand how Jacob and 
his twelve sons and their families could in the short jnuce of 19S yean 
increase from seveo^ persons to 2,000,0001 i^r did the miracle con- 
tinue, for we find that forty years later, when entering Canaan, their 
male force* nmnbered less tlmn when they left ^ypt (Nam. 26.) 
Several centuries later, King Satil ntunbered the entire army piepaia- 
tory to a war with the Amolekites, and the total was 210,000 fighting 
men — Uttie more than one- third of the number that left Egypt . ( i Sam, 
15 ^.) Nor are such decreases of population exceptions. Where are 
the former p«>pl^ of Palestine and Egypt? In more modem times 
note the d^ppeanmce of the Aztecs and Monteztmias of Central Amer- 
ica and the rapid fading away of the North Ameriom Indian. 

Evidently the fertile country and temperate climate in the vicimty 
of the Mediterranean Sea made that region the cradle of the race after 
the flood. From thence the people spread abroad. Palestine itself 
was the home of seven of the great nations of that time, enimierated as 
greater and mightier than IsraeL (Dent, 7:1.) But this must mean 
that combincdly toy were greater and might>er, or else it signified 
that these pemJe were larger-bodied — giants. Tins latter thought is in 
accord with the report of the spies (Num. 13:22, 28,33), ^ agrees 
with the words of Moses. (Beut. 9:2.) Certainly the entire seven 
ipreat nations of that time cannot have ntmibered much over a millicm 
aoiils, else how could that little land have supported them? Its entire 
area is only 6,040 square miles — less than one- seventh that of the State 
of Pennsylvania, — less than one-fortieth that of the State of Texas. 

We repeat that at that time Israel was a great nation — that "the 
nations under the whole heaven" feared them. (Deut. 2:25.) Un- 
questionably Egypt was the prindpal nation of that time, and the Xing 
of Egypt freely conceded that the Israelites were "more and [phyHcal- 
]y] mightier" than the E^ptiansL — ^t, 1:9} DeuL 1:10; iW i<^) 
34t 35. 37- 



-GO YE ALSO INTO THE VINEYARD." 



"He that reapeth receiveth wagei, and gatherelh fruit." 

— /o/i« 4:36. 

All Intereited in tbe Bubject of this TOlume, and canaiderinE ita 
prcBCDtstions to bt " meat in due leason," will ieel more or less con- 
st rsuicd to become servanta of the truth, sad to bear the " thipga new 
and old" to yet others of the "household of faith." Your measure of 
zeal for such senrice will of course measure your activities in its service, 
*tul determine how much of time, influence, means, etc, you will de- 
vote to its spread. We are glad to cooperate with all, that those who 
love mudi may do much^ and that those who love some may do some- 
thing, in the same of the great Shepherd and in the interest of his 
shew 

To this end we wish you to know that special provision has been 
made whereby you may be a co-labor«r in this work, regardless of 
whether you nave financial means to invest or not. ^We have Quite_ a 
variety of excellent tracts, which we supply free and in larse quantities 
for judicious circulation. We also publish twice a month a 16 pa^ 
journal, Thi Watch Towik, and desire that our list should bear youf 
name, if you are interested. If interested in this volume you will un- 
doubtedly be interested in the journal, which is edited by the same 
pen, and we are prepared to supply you with it upon your own terms j 
— you may have it on credit if it is not convenient to pay for it in 
advance, and if never able to pay for it we will, noon application, 
cancel the indebtedness. If you have no prospect of being able to 
pay for it you will be welcome to it free as one of the " LorQ*s poor," 
on application^ and upon renewal of the same yearly. If you can afford 
to pay the price is fl (4s.) 'a year. ' 

We have various helps for Bible study, which we supply to all who 
are on our Watch Tows a list at extremely low prices— these include 
various translations of the Bible, Concordances, etc, and especially the 
ScumiKi Studies series, — " Tax Bibli Kits." 

COLfORTEUItING AND LOANING THE STUStCS, 

^ Some have numbers of friends to whom they take pleasure in sup- 
plying the Studixs gratis; others keep a quantity at hand which they 
constantly loan out amongst their friends, after the manner of a cir- 
culating library ; and still others' enter the Colporteur work, as being 
one of the most favorable opportunities ^to them for serving the truth 
to others, travelling frorn town to town introducing the " Bible Keys," 
soliciting orders and delivering the books. Our Society does all in its 
power to facilitate these various methods of circulating the truth, en- 
couraging each to serve the cause to the extent of his zeal and ability, 
according to his own preference : assisting in the matter very materially 
by supplying the books at remarkably low prices. See page 2 of Tax 
Watch Towvx for wholesale rates to subscribers, and if the Colpor- 
teur work appeals to you, write for " Hints to Colporteurs." 

We shall be glad to hear from you, and to cooperate with you, and 
we assure you that you will £nd a blessing [n every sacrifice you may 
make on behalf of the trutft. Very truly. Your fellow-servants, 
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JSt miNGI Ton OtTGUT TO KNOW 1^ 

f —*"" ^ 

^ CHRISTIAN BIBLE STUDENTS A 
* I- 

A THE SATISFACTORY PROOFS THAT- ^ 

^ —Tile Bible b a divine lerdatko — leasotuble uid tntstwoftlqr, ^L 
?^ (CTMliite A lystenatlc pl»n full of Justice, Wisdom and Lcwe. 'S* 
^ — "ThoKejof Knowledge" of the Scriptures, long lost (Lute A 
J)v 11:52), is foond, and gives God's faithfol people uxeM to the ^ 
^ "Hidden Mysteiy."— Col 1=26. tS* 

^1 — The Lord Jesus umI his fiuthfnl «te to b« iMt oolj priests A 
Ji bat king!. ^ 

"^ — ^This Kingdom is ta cone and God's wUl bo done at the TP 
^gjh Second Advent. 1^ 

Jt. — God' 1 plan is to tteleft utd save the Chmch in the Go$[>:l age, ^ 
g^ and to use this Chmch in blessing the world in the Millenniurci. TS' 
<P — A nuuom for all implies an o^i p oct u nity far lestitntioo to alL .|^ 
jf. — TheDa^ of Judgiiieiitis]/}oc>]reanloru> — the world's tiialdaj. ^^ 
^F — Spiritual and human natnies aie distinct and eepsrate. ''!&* 

^ — "TTie narrow way" of seU-sacrifice will cease witSi this age, ^ 
^tt . — "The highway " of righteoosness without suffering will be S_ 
^^ OpentoaUtheredeemediaceintiieMillenniani. — 130.35:8,9. tS" 
^1' — "The kiogdons of this world" are but (<x an ordained period A 
^ and must thai gire place to the "Kingdom of Heaven"— ^ 
^ "Thy Kingdom Come." ^ 

S EipeaaUy YoH O^ht to Knam ^S" 

g; — Why God lias permitted evil ibr mx thousand years, and " 

^^ — The telatiooship of God's people to this " Reign <rf Sin and A 
^ Death "and to the lesdlts. ji 

^ ^ Thise tuijt^t and many ^htrt of deep inierett to a3 of God's ^a 
^^pt^ art diiauudfuUy and m language easy of compnktnaonirt ~ 



A "Tl)« ¥lBn of th« Ages" 

^ (Id Eogllth, GoiBU, SmU*h, Duss-TTonrKlu, ttallu ntncb, GnA, % 
^gf Htmnrtu, Spamiih, FuUah, UolUodiita, Flmiiih ; hIki Bnilte, iot ^ 

g ftlorAGU — CE^m aonm, 3|csffT«, k»tpaid; DBLiruart ar coLfOK* ^5* 
at iwas, ^cnn^ itAaAxtira actTiov (hnc. jlhd caa.), 5 cmxa toaTrais. , 
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TOtr WAHT TO KMOir 



CHRISTIAN BIBLE STUDENTS 



TEERZ AKX KVIIiENCES THAT— 

' Sx tbeassnd Yesn ficm Adtun ended in a. o, 18731 
' — Tbe I>«te ciota Lard's Birth was O^lbber, & C. S, 
■ — The Date cf Amrandatka to Mny, Dec. 35th, 8, CL ^ 
> — TlwDatecfaaiLonl'sBqitiflnvMOfldMr, A.I)i, 29^ 

— The D«te of our Lofd's Crndfixtoo, April, A, iv 33. 

— Tlie "Seventy Weeks" rf Imel'a Uvot ended A. ix 3& 
' — The Jewish Age" H«rTOst,"wM 40 years, A. D. jotoTcv 
^ —The Christian Age "Harrest," 40 years, A. i>. 1874-1914, 
y —The Jewish Jubilees were Typical of the "Tuae of Restito- ■ 

txn of bH Things."— A^ 3 1 19^1. 
^ —The Tyiricd Jnbilws Maik the Date <d (bar Antitype 

—Tbe"Tiiaeiof the Gentiles" inU end with A. D. 1914. 

—The Jewish Age, In its Length, its Ceicmncdes, etc, Tjidfied ^ 
^ the Realittes of the Cfariitisn Age «t>d its Length. 
\ — Elias or "Elijah (he Prophet" was a Type.— How fiOSUed. ' 
I — TbeAatichriitHuCmel- What? WIwbF WIkr? 



TSt)* nAftOt end mtmy etktn deifly iMttrtt^f Ar "t^ 
HomtthoM of Faiik," attd "iltat im dut uatam" to aB xe*a 
loot and siudfCKpi Word, eaitiekaditt 

"Tlje *Piiq« Is a* fland" 
(Ib BqgUili, riiiimi. Btn&ih, Datn^'Nonnfivi, Frtsdi and GnakJ 
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» 



i OVSW TO ] 



INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

1UK>KI.TM| LOHDOlt, UBtrBOUaifB, BAa.>(B»-Ml.aasrMU^ 

oaKaao, CH&iSfuMU 
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W THINGS TOO OUGHT TO KHOW ^ 

T CHRISTIAN BIBLE STUDENTS * 



^ DO VOU KNOW THAT ^ 

?. — WeweiK>wlmDgio"tli»TinieoftlieEn(i"oftlii«G<Mpel«ee? ^ 
^ — Onr epoch i» "the Day of God's Frepantion" foi tbe MiUen- ^ 
SU nialige? 1^ 

K" —The "Days of Waiting" are ended and the "Ceansogof (ie ^ 
'ff'' Saeftcary" — tbe Chuich< — the separating of its Wheat and ")$* 
SU Tares, is now in progress? 1^ 

^ — This isthe reason for Ibe beginnii^ of the Return cf Dirine ^ 
"^ FaTor to Fleshly Israel — blinded for eenCnries — to permit the ''%* 
Sjt gathering of an eleA class &om among the Gentiles? |£> 

^ — This faTOT is stadaallj taking shape and known as Zionism? '^ 
^^ — Immannel's Kingdom is now in pn>cess of establishment ? ^%* 
Sjt —The Gieat Fyiaciid in Egypt b « Witness to all these erents ^ 
"E" of th* agea and of oar day — testifying in symbols? "S" 

"g* — The I^lnimid's downward passage under "A Dracoois" 17m- ■*$* 
(^ boliies the conrse of Sin? Its Ijrst Ascending Pass^e tym- jj^' 
^ boliies the Jewish age? Its Grand GelUry symholizei the 3" 
^ Gospel t^? Its Upper Step symbolizes the Bf^WMicliing per- ''5* 
A iod of tribolalion and anarchy," Jadgn>eiit3>"tipoD Christendom? ^^ 
^ It* Kiogi's Chamber the Diviae Nature, etc, of the Orercom- ^ 
^ ingChnrch— theChriat, HeadandBody? ItsAate-Chamber ^S* 
A the CorreftioD in Righteooscess of the ■■ Great Company " &. 
^ etc? Its Qaeen's Chamber those of Istael and the world wbo jl] 
'gr attam Restitotioo ? ' ^5* 

f*^ Attth*ttimttrttti»g topics vn^ ten Pyramid iiiiitfratiMt ^ 

e<m it had in "W" 

" Thy [^ngdon] (!oii]e " ^ 

^^ (In Eqglish, Gtrmim, SwedSih, Dioiy-Xocw^muidGnekJ ^g^ 

Q> jlo iifT rTTTtl BOVim 35csim, khttaid ; naurust^ hit coij<v(« 
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? TBUtGS ALL NXKD TO KNOW <%' 



»NONE OF THE WICKED WILL 
UNDERSTAND" 



A " THE WISE SHALL UNDERSTAND •• THAT— 3 

Jft ^The GmmI lee is to date ■with a. " Day of Venge«nce.'* ja 

^ — It will affedl lie whole world but tpecujly " ChiiBtcndom." ^ 
^^ — Alt Political, Sod«l, Rnancial and Religioas systems will falL 'K» 
,,£. — These judgments must begin with the Uoose of God and ex- jO 
^ tend to all. ^ 

<gt —This period is noted by tlie Prophets as "the Day of Jehorah." il^ 
,S|i — It is symbolically styled "a Dark Day," a "Day of clouds," etc j^ 

g| — Its trouble is symbolically likeaed to a Hurricane, to a Flood, ^T 
"tP to a Fire, etc^ tbese strong figures being used to give an ap- 't^ 
Ju preciatioD, yet to hide the real natore, of thRt"Time of Trouble ^ 

g^ suchasNeTerHas Been sbcethere was* Nation," — Dan.i2:i, '^ 
■Jf — ft-eparations for this symbolic "Rre" and "Tempest" are now ■)&■ 
Af well under way and shortly will rage furiously. ^a^ 

g_ — It will be a contest between the Masses and the Classtt. ^^ 

'iP — Many tee it coming and trust to various schemes to avert iL tj^ 
S^ — Cut all worldly Schemes and Fanaccfls will fail utterly. ^ 

"S" — God's Kingdom, the only hope for Church and World, is sure. ^^ 
*^ — Man's extremity will prove to be God's opportunity — in the 1^ 
A establishment of God's Kingdom — Christ's Millennial King- ^ 

g] dom which will establish ri^teousness by force. — Eer. 2 ; 36, ^^ 
■$» 37 i D«>:t!34.3S>44,4S- *S* 

4^ ^ 

3^h Ch^^ter duddattd, i» '^T 

"The Oay of Veqgeonea" a 

(In EagUtb, Gtfman, 8w«ditli and DiAD-NDnregiu.| i^ 

IWlimiai liaiBMI \, FOS.TAIDi 

Tadnsi ^aCBMia 



a piaa ss oansaaTQ i 
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THB ATmMX-HHIT IS BCUXVIO IN 
>r 

ALL CHRISTIAN BIBLE STUDENTS 

NeTCttbdcm, bat few «T«a of tb« best iatonaei could ^dun jfl. 

either the iuSt cr tlie philosophy of the At-One-Ment ^^ 

between God«ad man. -4^ 

ALL SHOULD KNOW ^ 

*P — Wlwt the Scriptmes declare nsspefling the gvMt Antbor rf *S* 

^ The At-one-ment, Jehovah God A. 

^1 And oamcenung tlu great Mediator of the At-ooe-mest, cmi ^^ 

TI* Laid Jesui Christ. "'S* 

J^ — Remeclmg the necesgilj for the At-ooe-ment i|^ 

g^ Awl the necessity that the "Only Begotten" mnst be "made "^ 

^P Bf^K" and then die, and then rise bwa the dead in ocdei to 7!$^ 

^ effe^ the At-oDe-ment ^ 

^Sj — ReipetfUng the office and work of the Itolj Spirit in cotmeftiaD jS^ 

^ with the At-ooe-ment ■^ 

Bjl And the unpoitant pari of the At-<ne-inent not yet finished — -tf^ 

g which Kwaits the Secood Conine of oar Lord in liis Kingdom ^ 

JC|. — RespeAin; the c«ntxal dofbine of At-coe-meut, namely, the A, 
^F Xatisem — whatitwas; — why itw»s«odisthecenteror"jiub" "5. 
^ uonnd which and into hich all Bible dofflrines fit ^^ 

Jfl^ — How this doifbriiie 13 the test of the truth or falsity of all doe- jS^ 
^ teines; so that once ancierstood cte«riy it is a guard against '^ 
*^ ettnr in evety form. _ TF 

^U — KespeAing man, the snbjeA of the great At-one-ment, his ^S^ 
'£* nature ; hu sin ; his penalty ; his deiiveiBiice thmugh Christ ; "3 
'^ bis Auore possibilities thioogh acceptance of the At-ooe-ment '*S^ 

g^ AS tAese intereiting and very imforiant thtma are hicidiy dis- ^ 

<& ataed at timpU languag!, and cifrrobaraiid by four- 1^ 

^K tee» haMdred Scri^ttire ei/aiieiu, in ^4 

foTha Ak-One-NJegt Qekwee^ God agd Mang" ^ 
(la Eal^U), Gamut, SmdUi and Qraek) 4^ 

At fpif FAOis— CLOT* Knna>i3S corn rosmia ; iwuvxun i 
^^ mna, 4s cmra 
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MANY CHRISTIANS 



m ouuT PKRFLxxnr on topics tkkatxd 

SCUFTUKAU-Y IN A. TDunu 

BHTii'LEO 

<|l "THE NEW CREATION." 4" 

^ —It tiwws new wad helpfW light on the Cnative W«lt of Gen* ^ 
^ esU. '^ 

"S^ — Reoogiiizmg the tree Church of Christ, begotten rf the SiA(ft*^ 
<^ as the New Creation, it proceeds to ezpUin SoripttinUy the ^ 
^tj^ steps of Gnce DiTine — JostiGcatiaa, Smctificiticn, aiidDeliT. 4£» 
^ enuKe ia the Fust Resorrectiau A 

^»-It takes op in order the duties and obligatlocuof thcNewCre- A, 
^ aticio — tomid the Lord, towud each oth^, towud eutfal; xl 
^ fiiends and aeighbcn, toward 'pwent^ cbildien, htubandi,^ 
*3^ wires, etc. *^ 

^— The Lord's Memorial Sapper or Saoanient Is <Sscassed end^ 
^ explaioed i what it is and what it is t»ot sbgold be dearly di»- & 
^ cemed t^ all of God'i people. I&, 

^—Baptism is (he topic of an entire ch^iter. The manj mis- A, 
n. takes «f Durl; all denomioatioas are pranted oat ia kiodlj ^ 
^ qiirit, and then the true BiqitisiD li set foith in ooaiincing ^ 
"?* s>?le, — indi^mtable, incoDtrorertible. ^ 

"?•■ — The foes and besetments of the New Cicatioa ai» eucfall7''y' 
<^ c onsid e red, and the Scriptoral method of overcooairig tliem ; ^ 
■& alio the present and the fabue inheritance of the sainte. A 

^^ (EogUih ud GeBui ) - 

*g^ jinnnii niii-m-w cumtaavm, jj oitxs. Foanaiii : i>>un»- ■ 
■o >T couoaTcuai, 4s cnm 
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THE ^WATCH TO^STKR 

"""•n QY OSBISra PBtSKNOX, 

This rjotmial, edited hj tbe mUiot of "Studies xs rHi Scupih 
DRis,'' ahoiild.regiilATlf visit sll who hav« tho slig^hteit Interest ia 
tbe topics disctused in thli and tbe other volttmea of the "Scsipt- 
UKK SruDtis," It is Issued twice > tnontb, i6 page*, «t one dollar 
(4s.) a jcBT la advuice. 

Tbkt nwMT of tbe interested nuf be withont it, the Arrangemcat ia 
that those who ne«d maj have it on credit on application, while 
those too poor to pay joaj receive it regularly /rw bj stating the 
facts and nutidng request each Hsy. All new tracts are sent to 
Tub Watch Tower list, which it is desired sbatl represent all in- 
terested in pTcseut truth, tbe "harvest "message. 

German, Swedish, Dano-Norwegian, and French editkoa of Tbb 
Watch Tower are also published regularly. 

INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

BROOKLYN, LOItDON, MELBOURITB, BARMEH.ELBBS.irBIJ>, 
OREBRO. CHRISTIANia 

This Society never soUdta donatdons, bat it tues voltmtary con- 
tributione as wisely and economically as possible in the propagatioa 
of Christian knowledge along the lines presented in "Studies tif 
THE ScRiFTtmES." It yearly drxmlates tons of tracts and papen 
free, throngb tbe mails and thronsh volnntary agents- 
It justifies that portion of its name which relates to the Bible^ 
(not by pabliahing Blffles, nor by circulating them gratoitonsty, bat) 
— by supplying Bibles and Bible^tudy helps at wholesale prices; 
■nd often below the Tisual wholesale rates. We mention a few of 
these on succeeding pages, of coarse ranking " Studies in thk 
Script vBEs" as the most important helps or "Bible Keys," and Tax 
WaTCB Tower, semi-monthly, their ef&cieet tupplement. 

Readers who desire to cooperate in the circulation of " Studio a 
THE Scriptures" will be supplied at cost prices, and can bave tnetM 
ad libltoffl. Write ns respecting thlsl 

PEOPIBS PTnJTT TRACTS 

TBUTDHa UTX TQFIOS, BUPFLIZD VSEM. 
Samples will be sent free to any one requesting them, and qiua- 
titles for free dmilatlon will be supplied free to all snbsctibers to 
The Watch Tower, they being considered working membeia of 
the Society, whether they specially contribute to it> fnnds or ant, 
m^p^ fee ftvo BAmplsM* 



THE EHPHATIC DIAGLOTT. 



This Tork, widdy and fairor«bW ktiowo, U a Grttlc N«w Testa- 
ment, with a literaJ, word-for-word, English translstioti, under the 
Greek tejct- It also givci an arranged English translatioti in a side 
coEumn. Furthermore, it iudioates the si^nimatical emphasis of the 
Gredc text, bo important yet » little appreciated, and not shown at 
all in the common versioo. 

This Teiy valuahlc work, published under the author's copyright by 
the Fowler & Well* Co-. New York City until now (the year 1902) ^ 
has been sold by them at ^.00 ia cloth and $5.00 in half-leather bind* 
ing^ For sereral years a fnend, an earnest Bible student, deairoaa of as- 
sisting the readers of oar Society's publicatiopSr has supplied them 
through tiH at a greatly reduced price ; now he has purchased the 
copyright and plates from the Fowler & Wells Co., and presented the 
same to oar Society as a gift, under our assurance that the gift will 
be used for the furthering of the Truth to the extent of our abilitv, 
by such a reduction of the price as will permit the poor of the Lord a 
flock to have this help in the study of the Word- 

RiDtTCED PaicES* — These will be sold toitk TsE Watch Towam 
Miy. In cToth binding $1,50 (6s, 3d.) — includes postage and one 
yearns aubscriptiont new^ or renewal, to W« T. dn thin paper, in 
full morocco leather, divinity circuit, rei^ under gold edges, silk sewed- 
leather lined, |2.50 (lOs. Od.)— includes postage and on« year's a«l^ 
•Cripticm to W» T- 

YOUNG'S ANALTTICAL CONCORDANCE, 

—GREEK, HEBREW AND ENGLISH— 

Titii worlc is at once a Greeic and Hebrew Lexicon ^ giying the 
meaning of the original terms in English, also a Concordance, giving all 
the words of Scripture^ and the words which they translate. The value 
of the work is becoming more apparent dailj^t as tktorists attempt to 
pa!m off private interpretations under the guise of a better detinitioD 
of the Ofigirtai." 

In this superb volume evttry^ word is arranged under Jts own 
Hebrew and Greek original, exhibiting 311,000 references and 30„000 
various readings. Its size is large quarto: 10^ pages. Our price is 
1^*00, delivered, by mail or express, and the purchaser may order any 
four Volumes of Scatptuke Studies cloth bound^ as a premium. This 
Is the " Author^s Edition,^' and the latest revision. For pric^ in 
Great Britain, apply to the British^ Branch. 

STRONG'S EXHAUSTITE CONCOBDANCE. 

—GREEK, HEBREW AND ENGLISH.— 

An excellent work limilar to yet differing (rom " Yoang's." Not 
many will have use for both. Some prefer one, soirie the other. In 
cloth, $3.00; half leather, fS.OO; postage, 6S centi. For prices in Great 
Britain, )>pply to the British Branch. 
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WHAT SAY 

THE SCRIPTURES 

ABOUT. . . . 



Spiritism? 



PROOFS tHAT IT IS DEMONISlf. 
— ^ALSO — 

'the sratTS IN nusoN " and why ake tbev these? 



The necessity for this little brochure lies in the fact 
that Spiritism is showing an increased activity of late, 
and meeting with considerable success in entrapping 
Christians who are feeling dissatisfied with their pres- 
ent attainments and craving spiritual food and better 
foundation for faith. 

The aim is to show the unscripturalness of Spirit- 
ism, and to point those who hunger and thirst for 
truth in the direction of God's Word — the- counsel of 
the Most High. " Thou shalt guide me with thy 
counsel, and afterward receive me to gloiy." — Psa. 
73:34. 



119 pages; in paper covers, 10 cents (5d,)' 



jioimxss:— 
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WHAT SAY THE SCRIPTURES 

ABOUT HELL? 



AN EXAMrNATlON OF EVERY TEXT OF SCRIPTURE IN WHICH THE 
WORD " HELL'" IS FOUND* 



ACOHKECT undcTstHndtng of the subject of this booklet is almost 
a necessity to Christian steadfastness. For centuries it h^s been 
the teactiin^ of '^ Qithodojty/' of all shades, that God, before creat- 
Hn^ man, had created a great abyss of £re and terrnrg, cftpabk of con-^ 
taming^ aU the hilliona of, the human family which he purposed to 
brine" ^"^(^ bein^ ; that this aby^s he had named *' hell ;** and that 
all of the promises and threatenlngs of the BLhle were designed to 
deter 3S^ m^ny as possible (a ** Uttle flock'') from such Wrong-doing 
at would make this awful place their perpetual home. 

While glad to aee superstitions falf^ and tmer ideas of the great, 
and wise, and just, and loring Creator prevail^ we are alarmed to 
notice that the tendency with all who abandon this long revered 
doctrine is toward doubt, scepticism, infidelity. Whv should this be 
the case, whea the mind is merely being delivered from an error? — 
do you ask? Because Christian people have so long been taught 
that the foundation for this awful blasphemy against God'^ character 
and government is deeplaid and firmly fixed in the Word of God — 
the Bible — and consequently, to whatever degree their belielf m " hell " 
ji shaken, to that extent their faith in the Bible, as the revelation of 
the true Cod, is shaken also*— so that those who have dropped their 
belief in a " hell." of some icind of endless torment, are often open 
infidels^ and scoffers at God's Word« 

Gutded by the Lord's providence to a realization that the Bible 
has been slandered, as well as its divine Author, and that, rightly 
understood^ it teaches nothing on this subject derogatory to God's 
character nor to an intelligent reason, we have attempted in this 
booklet to lay hare the Scripture teaching on this subject that 
thereby faith in God and \\\% Word may be reestablished, on a better. 
ft reasonable foundation. Indeed, it is our opinion that whoever shall 
hereby tind that his false view rested upon human misconceptions and 
misinterpretations will, at the same time, learn to trust hereafter less 
to his own and other men's imaginings, and» by faith, to grasp more 
firmly the Word of God, which is able to make wine unto salvation; 
And ott this missioui under God's providence i it is sent forth. 

PRICE 10 CENTS [sd] PER COPY.— 88 PACES, 

Special wholesale rates to colportettrs and those who de^re to idd 

in circulating these booklets widely^ 

ABDRESS : — 

INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

BROOKl'Vlff LONDON, UBLBOURNB;, B Aft MBN^SLBBRFXIJl^ 
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